Thirst after a living God

Mt 5:6

Jn 4:7-15

We use the word “thirst” to express our desires among which are also the needs of our soul. The need for  happiness and the need for security. Basically, the words “thirst” and “hunger” can be used to express all needs of our lives. Do you hunger for friendship? “Yes”, says a lonely person. Do you thirst for a piece? “Certainly”, says a person troubled by uncertainty. 

I want to say something about the thirst for God. Thirst for a living God, not a dead God. I won't talk about the thirst for a god caricatured by our imagination, for a little statue made by a human hand, for a future-telling articles or for a talisman which you candle before a major exam. You live the whole day in the busyness of the day in the public transport and in the evening deserve to sit in the quite of the church benches. This is a thirst after a quietness and relaxing moments of the church benches. But this is not a thirst after a living God. I want us to understand what a thirst after a living God is. After the God which is the alpha and omega, the beginning and the end of all beings. This thirst comes from somewhere else, not out of the need to meditate.

The thirst after God in the heart of the Samarian woman only came during the conversation with Jesus. Jesus was talking about a different water to the one she came to draw. About water which He has, she doesn't but could have if she had asked Him for it. He would have given it her, He says. Water Jesus was talking about wasn't a natural desire of the tested Samarian woman. In the same way it is not our natural desire. 

The living God thirst I am talking about today doesn't come naturally from our desire of spiritual experience as the counter balance to the materialistic life. The desire to run from the material to the invisible is certainly here. But always only a moment and only for the reason that after the relaxing is done we happily return to the consumer life. “Money is always only the first priority”, said once our current president Vaclav Klaus. 

Thirst after a living God is something different. What? Revision! At the meeting with the living God comes a major revision of our value list, the revision of our life foundations. This is no spiritual rest. No-one really ventures into this with enthusiasm. Do we have such thirst at all? Probably not but the living water does offer this revision. Who would desires it? Who would seek for it? Not many! Perhaps only an utter wretch who is on the bottom and has nothing to loose. That's why a thirst after a living God is very precious thirst in this world. The more tired we are of work and family duties the less probability we will have this thirst. 

Where and when does this living water thirst come from?

1. During test

2. Surprise (or horror)

3. Among friends (or enemies)

4. In agony

Notice the common factor of the four situations. It is always when feelings suffer. Today is (justified) emphasis on doing evangelism without pressure, manipulation and hurting of feelings. Challenging some one to follow Jesus is in liberal circles a rude thing to do. I did say “justified”. Yet, to play with other people's feelings is worthy of punishment. Evangelism which is based on feelings bring bitter memories of a recent past. But we are still the same people. We consist of reason as well as feelings. The gates into our souls remain unchanged. And unless we open them, unless feelings and reason are not hit at the same time, we will never be ready to do revisions of our attitudes. Unless we are either in a storm or in a desert, surprise or horror, among friends or enemies, pain  or happiness, the thirst for a living God will never come. In the context of these factors which not only enrich our brain but also stir our feelings, we will be able to experience the thirst of other water than the one we are drinking now.

Just as the Samarian water. An enemy stopped her – Jew (Samarians didn't socialize with Jews). And this enemy treated her with friendship. He mentioned the pain of he twisted life. (She had 5 husbands and now she is living with a man she didn't marry). The desert of emptiness suddenly came up as a flame of a fire. And then she experienced an amazement, surprise at some “water”, which she doesn't know and which this enemy- friend offers to her. This all cause a thirst after a living God in this Samaritan woman. And it didn't come through a reason but through a surprise, pain and  friendship. 

On the wheat field nearly all ears were bowed down to the ground. But there were still some, that were standing straight and were looking on the pass-by man and women. “We are the best” they were boasting. “We are not bowed like slaves, we are above all and masters of the situation.” But the wind which know the life more than others, smiled and said to himself: „No wonder they stand so straight. They are epmty.“ 

This is the picture of our lives. And the wind is the picture of the Holy Spirit. Only the full ears were bowing. Empty stood straight. The fruitfulness of life is always at the cost of tiredness of the harvest itself. If you have empty hands, you can walk happily and straight. But with a load to carry it is hard to walk. 

The question which must come into our hearts is whether I want to thirst after a living God. When Jesus says to the crowds at the mountain that the „blessed are those who hunger and thirst after  righteousness“ it doesn't mean anything else but to thirst after a living God. After a God which got near to us in His Son, Jesus Christ. “He is for us the wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption by God.” To thirst after righteousness is to thirst after Him. A thirsting souls cries: “I must have you. I can't be happy if your face is hidden from me. I can't walk any further without you! I can't be satisfied by anything and anyone apart from you. I can't be satisfied unless I grow in your likeness, in your image! I can't stay in peace if there is injustice going on around me. I can't stay in peace if there are people around me going to eternal hell. I can't NOT stand up for your name if your glory is trampled on. I can't NOT fight with evil. I can't NOT fight with temptation. I can't NOT be reconciled to the fact that sin won.”

And it also means the unquenchable desire for the Holy Spirit. “The kingdom of God is not food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” All of you who have in your hearts unquenchable desire for the Holy Spirit: YOU ARE BLESSED.” says Jesus. And God's Word tells you that YOU WILL BE SATISFIED! First forgiveness, then the rights of sons and daughters of God, then the fulness of the Spirit and finally the perfect satisfaction. 

Amen.

