Miracle at Cana

John 2:1-11

Wedding -one of themost important daysin human life, months of preparationand anticipation.The bigday thateveryone willremember for long.Butsomething inthisweddingplanninghas failed.And what wasworse,itshowedupat the last minute. The groomor someonefrom his friends madea majormistake.They ran out ofwine. Wedding ceremonywas supposed to lastfor several days but now they will have to explainto the gueststhat theyhave no wine for them,thattheparty is over.Such astoryit would beif wejustdid not readin the third sentencethat amongpeople who were invitedwas Jesus.And so thestory ofthe wedding inCanachanges into thestory whichis the model ofmany situationsin our lives.Weddingwhere there wasno more wine isthe humanheart thatknowsit cannotcontinue to livefrom its ownstrength anymore.A manwhose ownresourceshave dried up.Jesus whohereturnswater into wineis the sameJesus whoin the Holy Spirittouchesour heartstoday.Helplessnewlywedsat Canawitness howJesustransformstheirshameinto joyandrelief.Ourown helplessnesscan also turn intopeace and joyin thepresence of God.

Howblessedarethe timesin our liveswhenwe fail, those momentswhenwe knowthatwe don’t haveit firmlyin our hands anddesperatelyturn toGod.Lord,we don’t havewine .....fill insomethingfromyour life(I lost myjob, I fail inschool, my marriage doesn’t work, my friendsdon’t wantto hear anythingabout God,mydisease isincurable,I don’t knowwhat to dowith myself, etc.).Understandmewell: I don’t want to play down thesufferingorfailure you’re going through.Buteverything thatbrings usto Godcan turntoblessing, everything that will help usto admitin front of Himthat we cannot doit alone,that we needHis help.Because weneedGod even if we managewell, butwe oftenfeel it only at the momentof crisis.

But herewe shouldstopand lookat ourtextfor oneimportant detail:When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman,what does that have to do with us?My hour has not yet come.”(John, 2:3-4)
Why Jesusjust didn’t say: Mary,I knowthat there is nowineand that's whyI'm heretoresolve thesituation, do not worry, sit downand watchwhatI do.JesuslovedMary and he certainlydidn’t want tocut her downsomehow. ButJesuswas concerned about morethanwine.He’s not ourservantwho is savingour goodreputation.Ourprayers are often selfish –we knowwhat Godshould do for us, andwhen Hedoes,wepraiseHim for it. Butwhat ifGod is doingsomething differentthan whatwe ask for?

Somethingimportantishappeningherein the heart ofMary. At the beginning, the onlythought inher mindisthe problemwith the lack ofwineandthe shamethat her friends will have. ButJesus wants todiverther attentionto whatiseven more important.Yes,Jesus also hadcompassion for thebrideandgroom, but still there was somethingmoreimportant.

What does want Jesussayto ustoday? I knowthat the wineran out, I see your cry, I see yourcrisis, I know you.But stop, because more importantthan all thedifficultcircumstancesof your lifeis thatI am God. And my hour hasnot yet come.Jesuspoints outthat Histime andHis willareraisedabove ourconcept ofsolution to ourcrisis.And MaryunderstoodJesus. She suspectsthat JesusHimselfwants totake the initiativeand that the solutionmustbe left toHim.Andso shedoesn’t insist, but givesHimspace.That’s whatwe shouldlearn:sometimesit's time toprayrepeatedlyfor thingsand leada prayer fight,but this fight should beledin order to understandwhatGodleads us to, not onlytotorture Himorpush him back to our plans.So whenwe feelthatit’s not a good time, it is important to acceptit in faiththathewon’t forgetus.

OnMarywe canseein our storywhatit isto be ledby the Holy Spirit. Sheis not pushing through but startsto cooperate with Jesus.She doessomething important.Not only sheunderstand thatJesustook charge, but she’s alsopreparing servants forthat:Whatever He says to you, do it.
We needpeople around uswholead us toobedience.DowhateverHe says.FollowGod no matter what it costs.It is importanttoday that we canencourageeach otherto trustin Godandobedience.So I ask the elderly of you – encourageyouryoungerfriendsin the church.And youyounger – try tofind a wayto thoseelderlyanddon’t be afraidto listen. Each of ussometimesneeds to beencouragedand sometimesencourageanother one:FollowJesus,trust Himeven ifit seemscrazy, do what Hesays.Whata blessingit iswhenwe recognizeas Marywhatis ourtask (anditcanbea greatlittle things). Marydidn’t turnwater into wineherself, but she did​​a crucialdetail –prepared the servantsfor Jesus.

When the headwaiter tasted the waterwhich had become wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter called the bridegroom, and said to him, “Every man serves the good wine first, and when the peoplehavedrunk freely, then he serves the poorer wine; but you have kept the good wine until now.”(John 2:9-10)
Thisis a greatGod’srewardwhen weobeyasservants – we may experiencewhat Hehasfor us, so we cannot doubtit anymore. Servants at the weddinglistened and they werethere whenJesusmade ​​amiracle.

And herewe cometo whatis most important throughout today'sreading fromthe Gospel.At the beginning weread thatJesussaidto Mary: My hour hasnot yet come. After talkingto Mary andthe servants, and afterservants obedientlycarriedthe water, wegetto the factthat Hishourhas come.

St.Augustinein hisinterpretation ofJohn's Gospelsays:“ThenHishourcame, not ofnecessity, butof will, - notofcondition,butofpower”.That’s whatJesuswantedin Cana, and wantsittodayin our lives, our families andourchurch.The apostle Johnsums it upat the end: This beginning of His signs Jesus did in Cana ofGalilee, and manifested Hisglory, and His disciples believed in Him.
Jesus’ pointwas notthe wine, but the humanheart.He lovedeveryone: He loved the brideand groom, so He wanted to helpthem;He loved Mary andthereforehad tostop and showher thatHe isLordand that they shouldwait for Him;He loved the servantsand thereforeled them to theobedientfulfillment ofseeminglymeaninglesstasks.Itwas alljust a wayto let peopleexperience thepower of Godandrevealthat Heis the one whocomesfrom God.AndHisdisciplesbelieved in Him.So whenwe go throughlifecrises andour life isgetting out of control, do not runfromproblems.I wishthatourcrisisbecomea moment whenwe focusour attentionto God.

Hishourcame,not ofnecessity,but of will– notofcondition,butofpower.Heis doingwonders,but ourhopeisnot in miracleswhen wedon’t have enoughwine...sothatwe overcomeour problem.The crisis, failure andovercoming them shouldno longerbe the centerof our attention.Ourhope –to whichweshould attach –is greater. It’s in GodrevealingHis glory;thatHishourwill comewhen somethinghappensout ofHis willandHispower.
Lord,we askto see our liveswith all ourproblemswith Your eyes.Giveustodayto understandhowYou want touse ourcurrent situationto revealYourglory.It'sa miraclethatYou,raisedGodare concerned with thehuman life, and that You care about us,as we have seenin today'sGospel, and we thank you for it. Lord,Iwishour liveswould be fully available for You,if onlyit's notour lifebut the lifeof Jesusin us.Pleasegiveustounderstandthesecret.Please letwhatwillhappenin our livesin the coming days beofYourwill andof Your power. Amen
