Who do you think Jesus is?

Mark 8
22 They came to Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind man and begged Jesus to touch him. 23 He took the blind man by the hand and led him outside the village. When he had spit on the man’s eyes and put his hands on him, Jesus asked, “Do you see anything?”

24 He looked up and said, “I see people; they look like trees walking around.”

25 Once more Jesus put his hands on the man’s eyes. Then his eyes were opened, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. 26 Jesus sent him home, saying, “Don’t even go into the village.”

27 Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked them, “Who do people say I am?”

28 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.”

29 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”

Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.”

30 Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him.

This trick didn’t go quite well for Jesus, did it? It happens that a magician cannot perform trick on his first try. Nor can we do everything immediately, sometimes we need another try. But it is still weird. Jesus wasn’t some magician, was he? He didn’t need more tries to perform miracles, did he? Does he need spits and touches and the feedback of the treated people? Does he have a second try? According to this story it seems so. This story is atypical for Jesus because it is the only time when he did not heal someone immediately, “on the first try”.


You might remember that Jesus’s healing power is connected with the faith of the people he touched. Sometimes Jesus cannot do any miracle for little to no faith of the people he met. King Herodes comes in mind, he was looking to meeting Jesus, because he wanted to see some magic. But when they met, Jesus did not do any performance, because Jesus’s power isn’t for sale, for showing off. There is no place for someone who just wants to see a magic trick. 


In the story it seems that the faith of the blind man is alright. Nor it is some kind of showing off, Jesus led the man out of the village, out of sight of the audience. So why did not Jesus heal him on the first try? 


Some explains this as a lecture for disciples, that you cannot get spiritual sight at once, but rather stepwise. But when Jesus is giving lectures, he is talking about them with disciples afterwards. Not this time. 


Other focuses on sentence: “I see people; they look like trees walking around.” It works out theory that we have tendency to look on others like on trees, we don’t see the forest, the whole picture. We try to solve the problem of hunger, but we don’t see the status of society which is causing it. We see how others look like, not who they are. 


I could continue with other explains. They all talk about that Jesus wanted to hint something by stepwise healing. But he never discusses that with disciples. He never asks: “Do you see why I haven’t healed him at once?”


The key to understand this is, it seems, in what follows. The question he asks the disciples afterwards. But it is not: “Do you see why I haven’t healed him at once?”, it is: “Who do people say I am?” A magician? A preacher? A teacher? A prophet? A revolutionary? A healer? The key is what Peter said: “You are the Messiah.”


What does the title Lord means for us, and what does word Christ? He is “Lord Jesus” for us, well at least it’s not “baby Jesus”. Christmas “baby Jesus”. But “Lord Jesus” doesn’t do either. How big lord is he? Does he own a mansion? A castle? “Who do people say I am?” and “Who do you say I am?” Is he just a magician for us? Or just a solution in despair? Just a bandage? Lord Jesus is supposed to be more for us. Lord over everything, Lord with all the power. 


So I personally consider healing “on the second try” as a form of provocation. A provocation that would lead to a question: “Am I a magician for you?” He did it on purpose so the disciples would question his power. “Who do you say I am?” A miracle worker? A friend? A healer? A changer of society? How do you think about me? The way how you think about me is the way how you will approach me. If I am Lord of Earth and Heavens for you, you will ask for more than just returning your sight, help in debts, help in war, healing from sickness. If Jesus is Lord and Messiah for us then we will be trusting him with our whole heart, with our whole life. Our mistakes, our falls, our qualities and abilities. And we will not return to the old way of life.


The healed blind man couldn’t come back to the village. “Don’t even go into the village.” Don’t go back to your old conditions. He should go home and create a new image of his identity. He cannot go back to the village where would his old self be forced on him. It’s necessary for him to be alone with his closest ones. The man can see now. He will take in hand objects he knew only by touch so far. Everything will have new meaning for him. Just like when a baby is born. Or when a man is born into Kingdom of God. New values, new priorities. he cannot go back to the village. The people would throw him back into darkness. He needs to be home, to find stability, so he can go to the villagers and 

showed them himself as the one who didn’t see but now does. As someone who sees things in a new way. The miracle Jesus did, isn’t some show. It’s something that hits the deepest heart of the human. Something that resembles being reborn. Like when you change eyes that cannot see for those that can. Like when you change your heart, your way of thinking. Conscience that was judging good and evil according to old rules, for new that senses the truth and the lie.


There is many important truths of faith that we often unbosom, but that does not change our life. We often use words “Lord Jesus” but is he really our lord? Isn’t he just some complement of our spiritual life? What does it mean to accept Jesus as our Lord? What meaning does it have? It is necessary to answer those questions. He asks even us: “Who do people say I am?” Disciples told him: “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He asks even us: “Who do you think I am?” Peter answered him: “You are the Messiah.” 


…Is this our answer too?

Amen

