SONG ABOUT THE SALVATION

Ex 15:21 “Sing to the Lord, for He is highly exalted; the horse and his rider He has hurled into the sea.”

Dear friends, today I will tell you a story that happened four thousand years ago. And despite it is so old, people still draw strength and hope from it.

The nation of Israel once lived in Egypt. This is a beautiful and rich country, but the Israelis have lived there as beggars. They had to work from morning to night. As slaves they had to hand in all their strength, wealth and even their children to their owners. Their master was Pharaoh. In the eyes of people then it was God, because the whole country belonged to him. All fields, all the rivers, all grain and all people. Pharaoh had so many soldiers that no one dared to resist him.

But one day a man named Moses came from the desert and had incredible news for Israel's slaves: "Lord, God of our fathers spoke to me, and gave me a task. He heard our cries, saw all the injustice and decided to rescue us from here. Pharaoh is not God but an ordinary person. You will soon see it for yourself."

Path to Freedom, however, was long and hard. Lord had to first abase the land of Egypt and allowed it to natural disasters. Only then Pharaoh back away. Finally the night came when thousands of ordinary poor people left Egypt and went into the desert. They were full of expectations of what will their unprecedented freedom bring.

But Pharaoh didn’t like it. As soon as he put himself together a little, he set off to prosecute refugees. They soon caught them up on the shore of a large lake and surrounded them on all sides. When Israelis discovered it, they were terrified. They couldn’t resist because they had no weapons. They were ordinary workers and herdsmen and never fought with anyone. The best-armed army of the world then stood against them. Their only weapon could be faith that the Lord - God of their fathers will help them. But they didn’t have that faith. Can they stand up to tanks with simple faith?
In desperation, they began to shout loudly: "Why we didn’t stay in Egypt? After all, we were there well. We received food. Everyone had a job. Who was silent, didn’t have to worry. Why did Moses trick us? Now we will be killed as the vermin and nobody will ever remember us."
Moses was lucky that they didn’t stone him to death. Everyone just lamented and waited until they die. But the Egyptians did not attack. The sun they worshipped set down, and therefore they decided to wait for the morning to attack. But at night, strong winds began to blow, and when Moses went down to the lake, he saw that the water stepped aside. On the bottom was the way after which they could go to the other side. Moses knew that the Lord instructed them to set off the way. When the Egyptians saw them escaping, they quickly started to prosecute refugees. But it began to dawn and strong wind calmed down. The water rose again and returned to its original bed. Heavy carriages began to sink into the soft mud. Israelis happily got on the other side with dry feet, but the Egyptian army stayed in the lake. The horses stampeded in waves, riders began to drown and nobody listened to Pharaoh's orders. Israel was saved. None of them yet draw a sword. Nobody shot a single arrow. It never happened in history that ordinary and poor people won their freedom. But they didn’t win it. They got it as a gift. They couldn’t understand. They were reluctant to believe it. They lacked the words to describe the miracle.
Then Moses' sister Miriam took the drum and began to sing: “Sing to the Lord, for He is highly exalted; the horse and his rider He has hurled into the sea. Lord God is our shield and our salvation.” Other women joined her. And men responded.
The song about God's help and loyalty is also sung today. It's still the same song - a song of freedom, song of gratitude and joy of God's help. People who were healed from a serious illness sing it. Those who escaped from some danger, solve a difficult problem, resisted temptation, were purged from the slander and accusations repeat it. But also people who just are in danger and this song gives them strength and courage, those remind it. Parents teach it to their children so they won’t be afraid when they don’t know what to do or when they are threatened or offended by anyone. Songs of God's help will not allow man to fall to discouragement.
When one listens to the story, finds message. And when we sing the song, we can even enter into the story and experience it for ourselves. Song of the rescue from Egypt awakens hope and courage in our hearts and helps us to remember many important things.

First: Israel's slaves in Egypt had to feel quite lost and forgotten. And we often feel that our life is empty and useless. Frankly, no one cares that we live. Unless those few people who know us. And yet, Israelis made the fact that makes our lives promising and the world beautiful. There is a force that favors us. There is a force that is hidden, but kind and giving when we know we feel the worst. There is a God who cares for us and wants to change our lives for the better.
This God is the initiator of change for the better. Unlike nature which favors strong and powerful, unlike all the gods and pharaohs to which man only has to serve, the Lord stands on the side of ordinary people. This is something that we don’t see in the history. Elsewhere gods were on the side of strong and powerful. Only the Lord gives strength to the weak. He’s healing sick. He leads faulting to a remedy. He encourages disappointed to raise their head. If the world wouldn’t have this good power, it would be desolated, sad, cruel and hopeless. Let's be happy that we know about this good God. Nature is indifferent to human concerns. We are lost in the universe. Those who govern us long only for their own benefits. But we knew, like Israel on the shore of the Red Sea, that there's a God who helps and rescues. Our life won’t pass into the darkness.
Second: Any change for the better is accompanied by obstacles. Time often comes when we are at our wits’ end and we lose faith that what we do makes sense. Obstacles and difficulties do not mean that our efforts to change are unnecessary and futile. When the Israelites were surrounded by sea and the Egyptian army, they lost their minds and regretted that they ever chose that way. And yet it was right that they left Egypt, and if they wouldn’t, they would never experience victory. The difficulties on the road are not a sign that we made a mistake. Our helplessness and partial failures mean nothing and do not say anything by themselves. This only question we should ask is: "Is it right what I'm doing? Does God want it?" If we sincerely believe so, then we should ignore obstacles and failures and shouldn’t be discouraged by them.

When the Israelites got scared, they started to pretend that slavery was actually nice and good. It wasn’t much left and they would have returned to Egypt on their knees. But how would their children then believe that God wants and gives freedom. Too much was at stake. If the stories were told as their parents gave up and returned to slavery, there would be several generations without the source of hope and courage. 
Third: God's help is usually in a different form that we think and expect. God is not bound by our imagination and fantasy. Sometimes He helps us in quite ordinary and unobtrusive way. It is enough to send the right people to the right place. Sometimes He expects patience and a long breath from us. Sometimes an occurrence happens that we cannot explain. Or, we can explain it, but we marvel at that particular timing. And sometimes nothing happens and we must learn to wait and hope. The key is to believe that change is possible. Neither the rule of money we live in now, will not last forever. The day will come when we will run from it into the desert, where we will be often in hunger and thirst, but in freedom. Let's not lose our minds, even when we have something over our head. A lot of bad things happen in the world. But if we know that the Lord Jesus rose from the dead, then there is not the power in the world that could beat us. Although we don’t know how and when the Lord God will help, we know that he won’t leave us and that keeps us afloat.
Fourth: Anyone who has experienced God's help and deliverance knows that he's obliged. A teacher once told us that he joined the resistance movement during the war. Gestapo came one by one for all his friends and they died in the concentration camp. He alone survived. He didn’t know why. But he understood that he was obliged to try to replace and substitute his friends who were not alive by his work and dedication. We live, and that obliges us. We, unlike the others, were given such conditions of life that it would be a sin if we wasted them. We live not only for ourselves but also for those who couldn’t live. Therefore it matters what we do and how we live. We are here for ourselves and for others. Our happiness and freedom were redeemed with pain and disappointment of others. Israelis saw with their own eyes that they survived only because the mighty Egyptian army drowned. They, slaves, got the chance. It's nice to be rescued. The bigger it is a commitment.
Fifth: Experienced salvation and God's help is always good to remember. It doesn’t come every day and it cannot be planned. From the story I told you today, Israel and the Christian Church live for four thousand years. All other nations of that time disappeared and had been replaced by a different cultures and civilizations. But Israel waited for God's help and survived to this day. One of God's victories changed history and helped to improve the lives of many generations. We sang the story of Moses at the time of normalization as we thought of the spirit of freedom we may never know, but which belongs to human life and which perhaps our children will experience. And God heard our prayers and songs. Our country was liberated from communism. It took many victims, but we had our victory. Let's not forget that, let’s appreciate the beauty of life and liberty and let’s be grateful for it. 
Amen
