GO OUT AND BELIEVE
Hebr 11:8-10, 17-19; Gn 11:31-32, 12:1-4, Acts 7:2-4



I don’t know if you have any resolutions at the beginning of the New Year, but whether yes or no, I think that we enter the New Year always with a prayer to the Lord Jesus: Please lead me; I want to follow You and stay with You. 
I believe that such prayer is good and meritorious. But it cannot be made ​​only at the turn of the year, the first day of the New Year or just today. Such decisions must be made constantly throughout the year, from month to month, from week to week, from day to day, from test to test... Because the faithful man is aware of how weak he is. Without God, we can do nothing. We want to be with Him and be where He wants to have us. Indeed, only a life filled with Christ is fulfilled life, joyous life, and life full of peace.


And if we want to be guided by Christ, the Holy Spirit will empower us and we can follow our God and Savior. We can follow Him with hope and faith. We can go just as Abraham went. If we believe that God will lead us, we must go out. After all, faith is an act! A person who believes is a person of acts, not of words. We are not tied up by this world; we just want to believe so. We'd rather sit and complain that we don’t find God, that we don’t know where to go? 


We should rather take the example from an ordinary stupid (in terms of unthinking) dog. If dog lost his lord, he would start running and searching everywhere around the city and if he catches the smell of his lord, he will get new energy knowing that the Lord is near even when he doesn’t see him.



We must go out with faith. I would like to get a closer look at the story of Abraham, the father of faith, the pilgrim on the road, a man who several times in his life heard God's call: Come; and always obeyed. Therefore he’s called the father of faith.


Abraham, still Abram back then, was raised with his family in Mesopotamia in the city of Ur. It was the chaldeans, pagan city. Here the Lord appeared to him and told him: “Leave your country and your relatives and go into the land I will show you.” 
The city of Ur was developed, people there worshiped many gods. Archaeologists say that the Chaldean religion had at least 79 gods. Abram and his brother Haran and father Terah lived there happily. Abram was at that time married to Sarah. And into this quiet life they heard God's call: GO OUT! And Abram went. Certainly it was not easy. Leave your friends, relatives, busy city, advanced civilization and become a wanderer. He didn’t know where to go, what to expect. But God's word was clear: Go out. And he obeyed and went.


And the Lord also says to us: Go out!



It's not about leaving Prague, or the Czech Republic, or the European Union right away. Lord is calling some of us to serve abroad in dangerous countries, but He wants to have the others here. But wherever we are, we should serve Him always and everywhere we are. For each of us it’s important that we give up thinking of this world, routine of our lives, our opinions and attitudes and begin to live according to the attitudes and principles that God gives. 
It's difficult and courageous thing. It's a radical cut in our lives, so we’ll probably lose a lot of friends, acquaintances; we won’t be understand, we’ll become a target of mockery, ridicule and misunderstanding. But God's call is clear: Go out!



We cannot serve dead idols and living God at the same time. We cannot stand with one foot in the dark and the other in the light. We cannot be friends of the world and also friends of God. We cannot serve two masters. It is important to go out. This issue is related to our heart, our thoughts, our decisions, our attitudes. I can make excuses that God didn’t send me saying go out! Just like Abraham, knowing that Jesus Christ sent his disciples and sends them at many places in the Bible, as with words:

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations (Matthew 28:19)


Go; behold, I send you out as lambs in the midst of wolves. (Luke 10:3)

When Lord Jesus is praying for his disciples, and for us, he says:

“I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth. I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.”


We stay here, but we have different citizenship – heaven. We have different Lord – Jesus Christ. And we follow Him.


When Abraham obeyed and went out of Ur, it all looked very easy – he will follow the Lord, He will take care of them, nothing will threaten them. But this wasn’t the case. In the country set in hunger and Abraham had to decide what to do. He heard that hunger didn’t reach Egypt so he decided to go there. He came down to Egypt... The term "come down" is not intended to determine the elevation of the new place of Abraham's action. "Come down" expresses the fact that Abraham went away from God. He came down from closeness to God back to the world. Away from God, he returned back. Not to Ur but to Egypt which was also a country full of idols and far from the Lord. 
And the result? From the fear for his life he introduced his beautiful wife Sarai to the Egyptians as his sister. Pharaoh liked her, invited her to his house and took her as his wife (Gen 12:19). Something for us incomprehensible.


But despite the fact that Abraham had left the Lord, the Lord didn’t left him. He intervened. The wounds affected Pharaoh and he learned the truth. We don’t know how, but when Pharaoh learned that Sarai is Abram's wife, he admonished him and banished from his country. So Abram went out of Egypt. This going out means a return to God.



What does this section want to tell us? We live in the middle of this world and every moment we risk returning to the old tracks. It can be any kind of trouble - financial crisis, the conflict in the family, illness, job loss, the pressure of friends... Anything that can cause that we leave God. How important it is to remain strong in following Christ. But even if we betray or astray, return back to our old tracks, one thing is certain: God will not abandon us.


If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself. 2 Tim 2:13

Gen 13:5-13


After this failure in Egypt we read that there is a tension between Abram and his nephew Lot. Or rather between their shepherds. And Abram is in important situation. He loves Lot, bears responsibility for him, but he sees that if he goes away with him it could mean trouble. The situation with Egypt may repeat. He could leave the Lord again. Lot becomes a burden on the way to follow God. And that’s a priority for Abram. So their paths diverge. Abram gives Lot the option to choose where to go. Lot chooses the fertile valley near the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, Abram remained in the mountains (closer to the Lord). Going out can sometimes mean that we abandon the closest that would lead us away from the decision to follow the Lord. Lord Jesus described it as follows:


So then, none of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions. Luke 14:33



Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. Luke 14:27
Sometimes we are forced to separate from those we love to remain disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Sometimes it is an internal separation (especially when it comes to the closest family - because God never leads us to physically move away from the children, or from a partner), sometimes, for example when it comes to friends or society - God leads us to be separated from them also externally. But beware! Separate doesn’t mean to abandon...
Gen 22:1-3


Probably the hardest time in following the Lord had Abraham when God told him to sacrifice his son Isaac. God put him before a decision: who do you love more? Me or your Son? I want you to renounce your son because of me. Abraham passed even this test. He went out to fulfill God's command. We now know that the Lord didn’t want the life of Isaac, for Isaac is the one on which God fulfilled his promise. But God wanted Abraham's absolute devotion. If this test came earlier, Abraham probably would not pass. But he passed. Because he knew the Lord.


Someone told this to this story: When you don’t understand God's deeds, trust His character. If you cannot see God's hand that guides you, trust God's heart. Go out and trust! I don’t know how God will lead me or you. But if He says: Go out; I want to learn to listen. Because I want to confess with David:


For You are my lamp, o Lord; and the Lord illumines my darkness. For by You I can run upon a troop; by my God I can leap over a wall.  As for God, His way is blameless. 2 Sam 22:29-31

And then I believe that this promise from Isaiah will fulfill:


And the Lord will continually guide you, and satisfy your desire in scorched places, and give strength to your bones; and you will be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water whose waters do not fail. 

Isaiah 58:11

Amen
