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WATER OF LIFE


John 4:1-29
Common religion won’t fulfill our life. Perhaps enrich, but religion itself won’t give you joy, peace, love and the feeling of meaningful life. Only friendship with God can fulfill the life. This is the water about which Jesus speaks to a woman of Samaria. This is the water he offers. Then a man won’t be thirsty forever.
Maybe we as Christians have resigned in many things. We either accepted religious phrases or on the contrary we cannot listen to them anymore. If you are one of those people, then you go like the woman to the well at the steam noon just that you don’t want to meet with anyone and you don’t want anyone to communicate what he thinks about you and give you any advice. Jesus is waiting for such people. He wants to meet such people. For those are the words of Jesus: "If she knew the gift of God..."
Do we know the gift of God? No, we don’t. Samarian woman doesn’t really know what God gives. Samarian women know only promises of pastors, church property, pride of church officials, shine of chapels, consistency of religious beliefs, exhortation of religious moralists, rules of their church and controlling looks of their co-believers. Unfortunately, many people are familiar with Christianity from this point of view. And they are right. Jesus is waiting at the well for those and tells them: "If she knew the gift of God..." If she or he knew that what God gives has nothing in common with the rules of churches. That it will exceed your expectations. That God as loving Father wants to give us much more than you think Christianity is. More than your eye may see, more than your words may tell and more than your heart may desire to know.
And he continues with words: "You would have asked him." A common little words: "You would have asked Him," but very important. He doesn’t force anything to the woman. He doesn’t judge her. He doesn’t say what any other pastor would say in his place: "You will marry the sixth man so it won’t be the scandal!" Nothing like that. He simply doesn’t solve it with her. He doesn’t admonish her, even though he mentioned it. He says something that means so much more. He says: “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, 'Give Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water." Jesus is giving her the possibility to ask for it. He doesn’t impose anything. But he is wakening the thirst. He awakens desire. He whets our appetite to God’s water of life. To something that will quench our days of thirst. He offers and promises: “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, 'Give Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water." Don’t be afraid to ask Him. We can indeed. And believe His Word: "He will give you water, after which you will not thirst forever." He offers himself. He is the living water. He gave his life in sacrifice for our sin. He offers a full life in fellowship with Him. He calls: “Whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life."
It’s not about feeling better and happier. It’s about not trailing anymore in a midday heat to the well for water which won’t quench the thirst. Or will, but just for a little while. And the woman says: "Lord, give me this water!" Do we envy her a bit? Don’t we want to switch places with her? Yes, we do. Me for sure. I'm sick of all these discussions about which place is better for worshipping God. If a mountain in Samaria, or the Temple in Jerusalem! I want to be really useful to God. I want to live a joyful days steeped in His blessings with Him. Knowing that I don’t live in vain. Knowing that God needs me, that He has work for me to do, plan, goal, future. Being imbued with the water of life which rises out of me as a source of eternal life. Drink it by myself and be a taproom for others. Knowing that in me they will quench their thirst, that I’m not useless in this world. 
Jesus speaks of the thirst of the human soul. The emptiness of the human heart. It resembles the biological thirst and can have various forms. Look in the Bible to others:
• Prosperous chief tax collector Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus. He was running ahead, climbing on a tree. He suspects who he is and wishes to see Jesus. Something is missing in his life, although the surrounding people believe that he has everything. That he has too much. But he’s not missing money - he has plenty of those. He’s desperately missing friends, honesty and integrity, confidence, and artlessness. When was the last time he had seen something like that? He cannot even remember.
• The pious Pharisee Nicodemus. He comes to Jesus at night. He has friends; he’s not looking for honesty and integrity, and enjoys the confidence of others. And yet he’s thirsty. For what? He longs to see God's kingdom
• Rich promising youngster. He followed God's commandments since childhood. He knows God's law and the rules of life. What does he need? Who knows? But we read that he feels he is missing something. And he asks Jesus for eternal life.
And there are more and more of those who are missing something, who when they hear about Jesus become thirsty. The Samaritan woman gets thirsty for life during conversation with Jesus. Not for water from the well of Jacob, but for that Jesus speaks about. She doesn’t know how to ask. It's too abstract interview for her simple thinking. But she wants to talk to Jesus. And the barriers fall. One after another. After a while it doesn’t matter that he’s a Jew (Jews didn’t contact with Samaritans) and the next moment it doesn’t even matter that he’s a man (men didn’t talk with the women they met on the way) and suddenly it doesn’t matter that Jesus is educated while this woman probably could not read or write - and the barrier of education falls too. Although she apparently doesn’t keep up to abstraction of Jesus' thinking, she wants to stay with him and wants to talk to him. Ask what he has in mind. Even the provocative question, like where to pray to God - an issue which causes the separation of Jews and Samaritans: “Our fathers worshiped in this mountain, and you people say that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.” Jesus tolerates it. He has always tolerates our questions. Even the silly ones! He response to them patiently and the thirst of the soul, that the woman suddenly felt, increases more and more. And when Jesus tells her what he knows about her and when he responds, where people should pray to God and when on her question about the Messiah he shows to himself, then nothing stops a woman. She's coming back to town, she doesn’t care that she has bad reputation in the town. She summons people and says: "Come and look at the one who told me what I did and who I am. Let's look at the one who knows me. The one who knows me so well! "
Fear can seize us of how Jesus knows us well. "Sir, I didn’t know that you know me so well. Now here I stand before You with an uncovered past. A long list of my criminal record is clearly legible. 5 men have been in my life and He - the unknown knows. And he doesn’t punish. He doesn’t judge. And he doesn’t upbraid. He says only: "If you knew the gift of God and knew who I am, you would have asked me and I would have given you water, after which you will not have a thirst forever!" And suddenly something breaks in the woman. She simply says: "Why shouldn’t I have a gift of God! I don’t even really know it. I go to that mountain of prayer, where my ancestors worshiped God, I can pray, but what he offers me, I don’t even really know. And why would I stupid not ask this stranger who offers the water, after which I won’t have a thirst forever, that he gave it to me!" And at this moment all superficial religiousness falls and she tells about this encounter with Jesus to those obnoxious neighbors who gossip her when they can, she overflows with joy, like with born again faith and hope. She testifies to the others because she has a hope on her own and suddenly she has this hope about the others as well. It is a hope that woke up the water of life that Jesus brought to her mouth. Take it and drink. See what it will do with you. At that moment all the other drinks don’t matter. A woman leaves them and she becomes the drink extinguishing thirst of others. She doesn’t force herself to do it, she’s finally herself. It's as natural and obvious as only a true testimony about the encounter with Christ can be. 
Amen
