BIG LOVE

Luke 15:11-35; Mt 21:28-31, 1 Peter 11:16-19

Where there is great love, there is no need for great discipline. Wishes are fulfilled before they are spoken. Things work better there than where one commands.

Lord God changed his dealing with us, people. The Old Testament is about a great discipline... God's commandments, warnings, God’scourts... But in the New Testament God came up with a liberating truth about us humans and great love. Where there is great love, there is no need for great discipline. Where we love God with all our hearts, souls, minds, and all the power, as He loved us, there His laws are written to our hearts by themselves. It is done so that before they are spoken by our King, are performed by us,because those who love the King are able to know in advance what his wishes are before the king says them, and will make them at the expense of their own lives. This is love and devotion. And when you really have yourKing Jesus Christ in the heart, there is no need to tellyou what you haven’t done and what you’ve forgotten.

We have a story about two sons in front of us. A well-known story.The best known of the entire Bible. One of the sons found a great love by his father after hesquandered all his possessions and went bust. And after his father – against all understanding –hugged him, he found a great love for his father in himself. Besides this son we have a second son who couldn’t find either of those even though he was with his father all the time. He couldn’t find the love of his father to himself or his love for his father. He found just discipline and hypocrisy. In his father's words he always heard commands and prohibitions. He claimed that he never broke any of them. Maybe not outwardly, but he surely broke all of them in the heart.

Brothers and sisters, here they are, side by side, great love and great discipline. What will prevail? Maybe we don’t know that this familiar story has a continuation. That elsewhere Lord Jesus tells a parable of two sons who received their father's command to go to work to the vineyard. I think these were the sons we know well from the story of the return of theyounger. However, neither of them wanted to go to the vineyard. And so one son, well trained in obedience, said "I’ll go", but then did not go, while the second one, free and lippy, said what he thought: "I don’t want to", but then he repented and went. It's a riddle: Who did the will of their father? Theone that went! And sotrue and love triumph over the hypocrisy and discipline.

But what to do if love fizzles out? If we don’t love God as much as before? Or if we didn’t fall in love with God as much as younger son whosefather forgave him and accepted him as his son again? We can imagine two churches. Neither of them have a great love for God. In one it's going well because they chose discipline, and in the second one it’sgoing wrong because the preacher is convinced that faith is a voluntary thing. The second church won’t have good results according to church statistics, and it’s not clear if it will ever wake up the great love of God. Maybe it will die. The first disciplined one will have efficient mission and ecumenical relations and people will know that if they fail to fulfill their voluntary obligations, the elders will be angry. And it’s not clear if itwill ever wake up the great love of God. Maybe not, even if it will prosper well. What do you think, which one is more likely to find a great love for God? One who prospers and doesn’t know that it dies? Or the one who knows that it dies? Yes, the second one. It has a better chance of finding a great love for God. And so disciplined Jesus says to hypocritical Pharisees at the end of the story: "Truly I say to you that the tax collectors and prostitutes will get into the kingdom of God before you."

And what about the property?Some preachers say that the father returned sonship to his son, but not his property, because he had already lost it by himself. The other explanation is that along with the returned ring and the right of the son, he returns the right to another part of the property. You don’t like it, right? We keep looking for a justice there. That someoneshould pay for his bad deeds. Do you know why Jesus doesn’t deal with it in the story? Because it’s a story about unconditional love of God that awakens the unconditional love of man to God.And in this environment it’s crystal clear that with the restoration of son rights thereturned son also gets from his father the right to property. Therefore the parable doesn’t talk about it.

Older son knows this and is angry. Therefore he rebels. He doesn’t rage because his brother returned and they will be living under one roof. He’s terrified of the fact that the younger brother got a new right to theproperty of his father. What elder brother primarily seeks is property. That’s why he talks about the fattened calf and young goats. He talks about the property. His father, however, replies with the words: "Son, youhave always been with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, for this brother of yours wasdead and has begun to live, and was lost and has been found."Father argues with life and death.

A person will give everything he has to avoid death and keep life, is that so? For his life man gives all his property, gives up everything to survive. And here it’s about the survival of the younger son. He was completely dead spiritually, but one option appeared... only one... to rise from the dead, to come alive. And fatherdidn’t thwart it. He used it. He covered returning son with grace beyond any comprehension. Grace above all practices, beyond conditions, beyond the justice and social politeness, beyond the habits of that time, beyond his own interests and the interests of the elder son. This father actually damaged the family property, damaged the family tradition, polite manners and the Old Testament, and thwarted and denied himself. So the younger son could live again. So he could change. To be born again. And Jesus says to us: "It's worth it!"
Father in this parable represents God himself who can even break his own commandment when there is hope that someone from the people come to his senses and allow to save him. That’s how big love is born. Love between the Creator and creation. Love between the heavenly Father and the man. And it is a two-way love. Love in which we just want to fulfill every wish of our king.Great love is better than greatdiscipline.

God deserves supreme honorfor the love that He can wake up in us. He gave his only begotten Son, so that no man perishes who believe in Him, but will have eternal life. He brings us the water of life heavily gained. With broken body and shed blood. 
Amen

