EASTER MORNING


John 20:1-10


Crucified Jesus was risen! Creator carried life! And even our life does not end with our death! The first day after the Saturday. Sunday morning. Disciples may have headaches and trouble sleeping. The Last Supper, betrayal, arrest, interrogation, whipping, cross, death, funeral. It collapsed like a house of cards. They put into it so many hopes.
"It was still dark," it’s not the day yet. But still. The light begins to penetrate the darkness. Light triumphs over darkness. Darkness, which was all over the country, ends its rule. It will never rule permanently again. Sometimes it will be very cloudy. Sometimes dark, sometimes gloom. But there also will be the light. The rule belongs to the light forever. It was still dark when Mary Magdalene walked to the tomb and saw that the stone was rolled away from the tomb.
Once Jesus forced seven demons out of Mary Magdalene. And now she goes to his grave. According to John the Evangelist Mary didn’t come to embalm the dead body. It was already made by Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus. So why is she going there? What is pulling her there? Memories? Gratitude? When we are numb and sleepy, something pulls us to the place where everything changes. Some feeling of power and help.
"She saw the stone already taken away from the tomb." Something happened. Someone third intervened. Unknown. Stone - the gate that separates the living from the dead is gone. This is weird. And at the same time the glimpse of hope. And at once also carefulness: wait; do not read it as everything is okay now. Don’t be naive.

When something happens we don’t understand, we rush to tell other people. Mary ran to Simon Peter and to the disciple whom Jesus loved. His name is not said, but we know that it was John. She tells them what she saw and provides her own interpretation: “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.”
They have taken him. Who? Who are they? Jesus' enemies? Did someone wish that there was nothing left after him? No reminder? Nothing that could be worshiped? Grave as a pilgrimage place - but who knows where it actually was...

Two men take the initiative. Peter and John. Peter, first among the disciples, and John, Jesus' favorite disciple. Later, Peter became the superior of the Jerusalem church. He was a conservative man. He hardly reconciled with the fact that the gospel was spread among the heathens. That the heathens became Christians without accepting the faith of Israelis. Properly, with circumcision and all-in. According to tradition, John settled in Ephesus. In the church which on the opposite originated from the heathens.
As if the story wanted to tell - the gospel is true for all the people. For those who are at the source from the beginning, and for those who came later. For those who have a tradition and education, and for those who don’t have that and will believe only in adulthood. For those whose families are faithful to the gospel for centuries, and for those who believe on their own among their faithless families, or believed in the study. The Gospel is true for all with the same heaping measure. Christ's resurrection transforms everything and is addressed to everyone. There is no waiting list, no credit, and no prerequisites.
The Evangelist John tells the story so thoroughly that neither side could say: "the gospel is ours, we were there first." Peter represents church natives and John proselytes. Both ran to the grave. They forerun. Finally, John is the first at the tomb. But he won’t set foot in the grave, despite he see linen wrappings lying in the tomb. Peter step in earlier than John. "He entered and saw." Is Peter first? They both have the joy from the risen equally.
And what did Peter see? Not only linen, but also properly coiled scarf. The grave is empty, but there is no indication that some gang hastily and rudely stole the dead body. There is no evidence proving that some unknown people stole dead body and took him away. It must have been otherwise. Everything is in order. Everything is in place, nothing is scattered or thrown somewhere else.
Everything suggests that what happened there in the grave, happened in daylight. Not in the dark. If it was dark, there would be chaos as after the thieves. But this is an act of light. That's how God intervenes. He doesn’t need the twilight, he creates and forms properly. It is the intervention of God's power that creates. Also this world of ours was created by the power of a good God. Once the spirit hovered over the waters, the land was barren and empty. It would look the same after the thieves who would stole Jesus' body.
And one more wisdom by Evangelist John. Another safeguard against abuse and against the appropriation of the resurrection for the own benefit. No one, neither man nor traditions, nor church, nor the old church could not say that they are the owners of this event. That they have a resurrection, and they decide what and how.
John attached a special word - "No one yet knew from the Scripture that he had to rise from the dead." We are stumbled by that a little. Were these guys sleeping when Jesus at Caesarea Philippi, and then yet twice told them that he will suffer a lot and rise again in glory? Probably not, they weren’t sleeping. That was not John’s point. He wants to tell that according to Scripture, he must rise from the dead, and it is therefore no coincidence. That it’s not something that nobody expected. That this event has its roots in God. In the God who called Abraham, who lead his people out from Egypt, who was struggling with Saul, who comforted his people in imprisonment in Babylon. It's not that those two, Peter and John, discovered something and amazed the Creator himself with their skills.
And it can be said otherwise - the resurrection is not associated with any relic of that time. These efforts are still evident. Find something from that time what would prove what had happened. John helps us to make sure we are set free from all the relics. If such an item existed, grave, conserved linen, if Mary touched the risen, that would be something. But the resurrection would then be fixed to only one generation in which witnesses of the resurrection were living. And we, who are from the subsequent generations, would be unlucky. We would just glean the experiences that had those before us. However, we now can we be sure that's how it should happen. That it was planned this way since the early days of Abraham and Moses.
Of course, Jesus Christ was resurrected once. His resurrection is not repeated. But the importance of this event is still new. It is still relevant for every generation. We are not cheated. We are not the poor relatives. We don’t watch the movie with regret about what we won’t experience. To us everything is happening again. Christ's resurrection is for us as live as it happened to Peter, John and Mary Magdalene. For each of you as powerfully as for Mary, Peter, John. We are the ones whom God gives new life, new freedom, and new hope.
Resurrection affects everything and everyone. New life is open to all. There is no human credit. Even today we cannot be a bit smug that we are here while others may still welter in duvets. Christ rose from death and opens the door into the life for all. Therefore, we are free to love, to respect one another, to warmly and wholeheartedly wish the others good things. 
Amen
