1.5.2011


TO BELIEVE

About Thomas: John 20:24-29
"Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed"
This Jesus’ sentence to doubting Thomas entered the history. Many people had and still have a problem to believe without seeing and touching. Let’s look on another example from the Bible which says how to believe.
About king’s servant: John 4:43-54
Jesus, according to the Gospel of John, refused to accept those as his disciples who had believed him only on the basis of his wonders. In the Gospel of John we read this remarkable sentence: They believed in him, but he did not believe them. Literally: "He was not entrusting Himself to them." Why? Because faith as response to a miracle is not what is Jesus looking for. He was looking for faith without evidence. Other evangelists write a bit opposite, that Jesus did the wonders so that they believed him. But John emphasizes that Jesus doesn’t want people to believe him because they were witnesses of his wonders. I want to follow this.
But why then Jesus did all those miracles? He has a slightly peculiar answer: "Because he loved us and he was sorry for the suffering." Jesus couldn’t walk casually around the human pain and suffering. Therefore he heals the blind man by the road who calls him. He turns water into wine when his mother begs him to save groom’s reputation. In our story he heals the sick child for which begs his desperate father. Jesus helps those who turn to him with confidence. But not to magically arouse their faith! True and real faith that Jesus wants doesn’t need a miracle. Honest belief "precedes" miracle!
Beautiful illustrations of this belief is todays - the second of seven signs (John so called Jesus’ miracles), which was chosen to his Gospel. Royal official comes to Jesus. His son is sick, and having heard about the wonders of Jesus, he begs for his recovery. Jesus, however, rejects him like those in Jerusalem in the previous chapters. Answer: "Unless you people see signs and wonders, you simply will not believe" is hard.
We must stop here and relate the words of Jesus to ourselves. Our hearts and minds want to see the evidence first and only then believe. Most of us want to witness something extraordinary and inexplicable first and only then we are willing to say: "This was caused by God." But Jesus doesn’t seek and need that kind of faith that risks nothing. Such faith is not faith, but just a mere recognition of reality. It’s the belief "ex post". The courage, when it's over. After winning the battle it’s easy to say: "I believed we would win." Far more valuable and important is to go with courage into the battle which seems to be lost.

Those who are saying: the Lord God should convince me and I will believe him, are waiting in vain and uselessly. They look like people who would just stand and wonder that their house is not going to build by itself. Build a house requires faith and determination. Borrow the money, buy the land, obtain construction permits, bring the material, dig foundations, build walls, lay the roof and believe the whole time that the house will be completed and once you will live in it. When building a house, there must be a belief and commitment before we lay down the first brick. The gospel of Jesus Christ is similar. First, you should believe him, only then can changes in your life begin to happen.
Royal servant was rejected and still he didn’t give up. He’s pleading: "Sir, come down before my child dies!" Here comes the man, a heathen official from Capernaum, formed by stoics not to show his feelings in any case. But he postponed the official and social conventions and showed a special love for the child that Jesus cannot miss. When man turns to God, he should learn to think first and foremost of the others. Faith is not a personal insurance policy or a special private benefit, but the gift we have been entrusted for others.
It is known that when someone takes care a long time of the other, he often literally suppresses and stops his own illnesses and disorders. In other words – it is love what helps us to survive the most difficult moments. The idea that someone else is more important than me. Willingness to sacrifice the time and strength that someone else could be happy at least for a moment. And yet we learn with astonishment that the more we forsake ourselves, the more we are strong and free.
When Jesus saw the unconcealed love with which the unhappy father came to him, he offered him help, with which he came into this world, but for which nobody cared. He told him: "Go home in peace. Your son is alive!" That was something unheard of. Everyone then assumed that Jesus heals through his personal power, transmitted by physical contact and presence. But that a mere word would suffice as a remedy, without Jesus ever seeing the patient, taking his hand and looking into his eyes, it was unimaginable and unthinkable. "Even wonders have some rules!" But Jesus does not offer miracles, as we have said today. He offers faith in his word. He’s looking for people who don’t dare to trust that his word is true despite the fact that we do not see anything yet. Read the 11th chapter of the letter of the Jews (Hebrews).
The man, however, believed his word and went. He was satisfied with just a word and headed back home. He had nothing in hands. Not even the headscarf which Jesus would touch. Not even the water that he had blessed before. What strength and courage had to be in this faith! How difficult and uncertain journey it was. And so familiar to us. Indeed, such a path is before us too. If Jesus himself visited sick children at the official's house, we could rightly say: "Something like that is impossible today. Jesus is not present in person." Jesus is distanced from us in space and time. But we can believe in Jesus' word now as then. Come to the Lord God with our pain and believe that it will be well again is possible at any time. In fact we are not far behind in comparison to the biblical time.
The Gospel invites us to similarly unsecured faith which had this father of a sick child. Being a Christian means to believe the mere word of Jesus. It is faith which doesn’t have and doesn’t require evidence in the hands. The decision to live according to the gospel is not based on the fact that it’s worth it but on the conviction that it is good and true path.
But our story is not over yet. The next day, when a royal official was still on his way back, he met his servants who brought him the good news: "Your son lives." In next conversation appears that the change for the better occurred the day before, an hour after the noon. So just when Jesus told his father: "Go home in peace; your son will be fine." Feedback and the hindsight that we see in today's story are important for our next way. Faith in Jesus Christ is a lasting relationship. It's not that we occasionally succeed with a prayer. What matters is that we began to live our everyday lives with God.
This is mentioned at the end of the story. Evangelist gradually reveals what is hidden in man. So if we summarize today’s meditation, it would sound as follows: First, we read about 1) "royal servant". During the story he becomes someone who is humanly close to us. Then he turns out to be 2) "a man who doesn’t hide his feelings" and begs for the life of a child he loves. At the end the evangelist called the official 3) "father". But it's not just the child's father but a father who wakes up faith in others. We read that "everyone believed in his house." But not because of the miracles but because of the word that he testified.
Miracles in the Bible and in our lives are as the icing on the cake. We distinguish them retrospectively and we are grateful for them. But we don’t believe because of them. We need more than experience the miracle to start wonderful things happen in our lives, We need to believe what Jesus promised us. Therefore Thomas, one of Jesus' closest twelve, hears the important sentence: "Blessed are they who did not see and yet believed!"                   Amen
