Blessed are the meek or retreating Isaac

Gn 26:12-25

Dear sisters, dear brothers, it is terrible to be casted out of your community. To be said to: „Hey, you, you don’t belong here.“ And more so if person moves and tries to settle down somewhere else, but it all starts again?

That’s exactly what Isaac went through. Why? How did it start? It started witsh Isaac’s success and Philistines’ envy. They envied him great harvest, his herds or numerous workers. Envy is a terible thing. It is no surprises that its prohibition is in the Ten Commandments. Hunderfold harvest didn’t testify just about Isaac handyness, but about God’s blessing as well. He was successful because his God was with him. God’s blessing however did not mean (and neither does today) that there will be no more problems, that there will be only happiness form now on. Great harvest however also means great work. He wasn’t a farmer, he was a shepherd. If shepherd sowed grain he had to reclaim and fertilize some land and prepare it for the sowing before he actually sow there. It is hard work and we should realize what will Isaac be giving up shortly.
Philistines first filled his wells with stones. They mada a point about how glad they are to see him amongst them. Philistine king himself told Isaac: “Go away form us, for you are far more powerful than us.” So not only jealousy and anvy, but fear as well. They did not know what to do with this God’s faithful.
And now comes a surprise. Because Isaac packed and left. Was he not in his rights to stay? Has he done something wrong? There is nothing about that in the story.If anyone has done anything wrong, it was the Philistines. By the way, by filling his wells with stones they broke a treaty their king made with Isaac’s father Abraham! The fear Philistines felt suggest that Isaac was able to defend himself. He could have make a small army with his workers. He could defend himself with force. But he didn’t do it. He chose a way of peace. Why? How could he afford it? When people are convinced they are entitled to something, isn’t fight a better option?
Isaac did care about what he was leaving behind. It doesn’t mean he didn’t care about what he got from God. It doen’t meanhe was coward. But he could allow to retreat, because he knew he has God’s blessing. He who is trusting in the Lord can afford the luxury of retreating, of stepping back, of doing what is not ordinary. Don’t stand up for his rights. As bearers of God's promise, we can learn not to answer evil with evil, but overcome evil with good. You can certainly argue that it does not work, to show weakness! How can we succeed in this world? That you should not subside to evil.
However, the biblical story shows Isaac’s path as effective. A forefather went on it quite consistently. He moved and dug buried wells. He even gave them the same names as his father - apparently out of respect to his father. But the adversities are not over yet. Isaac's servants dug a well of spring, literally "living" water. But local shepherds began to argue about this well. And Isaac let them have it. A well of living water! Just try to imagine what wealth of water source means in that countryside! And Isaac again retreated and let his opponents have the water. And then again. Names that he gave those wells, clearly shows that Isaac cared about what happens. He was no stoic, who doesn’t care. It felt as injustice and unfairness and hostility.

However, as I said, he certainly had enough people and resources to simply scatter the shepherds of Gerar. But he chose a different path. Now I will remind you moments of Jesus' arrest, as in the Gospel of Matthew: "Then they came to Jesus, laid his hands on him and arrested him. One of those who were with him, reached for his sword, and struck the high priest's servant and cut off his ear. Jesus said to him: "Put your sword back into its place; all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Or do you think I could not ask my Father, and he would send me immediately more than twelve legions of angels? "Jesus also could defend himself! But he did not. He did not come to fight us, but to save us! He shows his immense power by coming between us weak and powerless.

Isaac finally found a free living space. As one of the commentators said, the dream of all shepherds! Again, I remind the Gospel of Matthew: "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth." Earth! Free living space is promised to the silent, already in this life, not sometime after the death! After days of adversities Lord appeared to Isaac and told him about his blessings. However, first Lord God introduced to Isaac: "I am the God of your father Abraham.", therofore: "I'm not a mirage nor any of the gods they worship around. I am God, of whom you were often told by Abraham your father and mother Sarah. I am the God that accompanied your parents and that won’t ever leave you, dear Isaac! " “Do not be afraid!"

Dear sisters, dear brothers, this is true for us. This is God's "Do not be afraid!" We should expect and we should somehow hear from every sermon, every proclamation of the Word. God knows our fears and nervousness, also knows the difficulties and stress of the situations we face. That is why he comes to us in Christ and presents himself to us as our God. Isaac heard the voice of God, who told him: "I will bless thee, and multiply thy seed for my servant Abraham." This is a promise for the Church. Christ's people is, was and will be. Not because of the merits of our ancestors - as "because of Abraham" is also sometimes interpreted, but with unswerving fidelity of God.

How did Issac answer God’s words? First, he built an altar and praised the name of the Lord. After that he pitched his tent and dug a well. What does it mean? First, the altar, then the well. Is it the same in our lives? Or is it well first, and then the altar? Is the first service and then material security? Isaac hears God's voice and responds first with altar, and only then with well. Service of God, the proclamation of God's great deeds, common prayers and songs should not only be a kind of "improving" the week, when we are left with some spare time. Altar, that is also a public service! Shrine suggests that Isaac and Rebecca have not just went easily into the tent to pray and then to sleep. They praised Lord publicly. Proclaiming his name under the open sky. Regardless of passers-by. How else would grumpy Philistines and all other neighbors learn about God?

There is always somethig to praise the Lord God for. He went through those different adversities and sufferings, and intrigues himself. In the Son he has gone into our world, even when he was not welcome warmly by various Philistines and Herods and Pilates. It was worth it for him. Dear sisters, dear brothers, we're worth it for Him! "We praise you, our God, for that, you are showing us a more efficient way to transform the world and the human heart than the path of coercion and punishment. Thanks for the free space of hope and love that you open to us in the faith. Please, help us to understand the true cost of meekness and humility to know the right time to give in to others and let them have their way. " Amen
