TRULY FREEDOM

John 8:31-36

„If the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” Jesus said these words: „to those Jews who had believed Him“. But not all of them understood what he actually said. Some nodded their heads and thought of the occupation by the Romans. These people later wanted to proclaim Jesus their king. Others were so proud of their Jewish origin that they didn’t rub off to humility and confess that the devil enslaves them. That they are slaves of all his wishes and ideas, that they have reversed order of values, ​​that they seek ephemeral things, that they deploy all they have for what will never bring true peace. Those later said to Jesus that he was "a Samaritan and possessed by an evil spirit." He spoke too openly to them, too true.

What these people needed to liberate from? It will probably be the same from what we need to liberate. THEY WERE LOOKING JUST FOR THEIR OWN GLORY... man doesn’t have to admit this truth in full, and yet his actions clearly show whose fame he is looking for. Jesus said about himself: "I don’t seek my glory," and no one told him that he thought too much about himself, that he's lying. Because they saw his actions and that it really was true. Everything he did, he did selflessly. He didn’t accumulate wealth, didn’t seek the influence at the royal court, didn’t pact with the Romans, and didn’t took money for healing, even if the healed people would be happy to give him some (if they had). At a moment when a man blind from birth can see, or lame can walk, at such moment they would give anything to their rescuer. Jesus did not seek his fame. This is the key answer to the question of what enslaves man. HIS OWN GLORY. It is the third and the biggest temptation that Jesus experienced from the devil in the desert.
We don’t have to call it "glory", it is simply "looking for things." It’s the same. Only the one who doesn’t seek his own things is truly free. Only the one who doesn’t seek his own glory and doesn’t care how he looks in front of the others, how they take him, what is his impact and success; it seems that only this one could be truly free. But it’s not like that. We see people around us who do not plan their future and don’t care how they look and yet they’re not free. They are dependent on the charity of others. And we, looking at them, start to believe to a good established opinion that what makes man free is on the contrary good security, enough accumulated great treasure, enough friends and influence. And so we chase after it... and suddenly we realize that it’s not true that the concern for property, influence and fame is enslaving more.
So what makes free? Let’s read carefully again the short sentence of Jesus: "If the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed." It is the presence of the Son of God that makes free. Submit to him frees a man. We already said that the devil is behind each slavery. Sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ abolished the power of sin which the devil reigns and which is called a curse. Lord Jesus created a new order of things by His death and resurrection. In Him I can become new creations, not only before God but also before myself, before my children, before my parents, before my partner, before my colleagues, neighbors... the whole world. In Jesus Christ is true that the "old passed away, there's a new".
"If the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed." This sentence raises a man and gives him strength. With this sentence one may have a little hope again. God always has a new hope for us. God is a God of three things. God of faith, love and hope. It is us, the people, who lose hope, cools love or fades away belief. God always has hope for us and all our things. Therefore when we live in the community with his Son - Jesus – we learn the truth. "If the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed." His words: "Peace be with you" get rid of fear, not work. They rid of worries, not responsibility.

Is liability possible without worries? It is, but only few can find it. Most of us only know the responsibility associated with nervous wrecks and worries. Executives have heart attacks from stress more often than shepherds. When Jesus speaks of "the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension" and "liberation, after which we will be truly free," he touches on the theme: "Whose glory do you seek?"... Responsibility without worries comes when we do not seek our own glory. When we put the result of our actions into God's hands. Aware that God is the alpha and omega, the beginning and the end of everything. Even more when that everything concerns ourselves. To live this faith means to have a face turned to Jesus in all our work, every time.

When Jesus tells us: "Peace be with you", it is something ethereal. Something wonderful and it cannot be described by words. You can only experience it. As disciples of Jesus heard Jesus’ words "peace be with you," new blood began to flow in their veins, new strength, their fear disappeared, their limp hands lifted and the giant boulder of worries fell of their hearts. Their hearts were flooded with the feeling of security and certainty. "Lord, who has power over death is back among us! What can this world do to us?"

Brothers and sisters, when Jesus says into your life, "peace be with you", faith, hope and love comes. In prophetic vision, many centuries before the birth of Christ, the prophet Isaiah saw these words and wrote them down. Once he wrote them for God's people Israel. In Christ, however, it applies also to us, to people who were redeemed by the Son of God. And now we can read them at the end of the sermon - Isaiah 43:1-2:
But now, thus says the Lord, your Creator, O Jacob, And He who formed you, O Israel, “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are Mine! “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; And through the rivers, they will not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, nor will the flame burn you.

Amen.

