The light of the world

John 12:46 I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness.
John 1:4-5 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

“I am the light of the world,” said Jesus. Jesus, whose crucifixion we are reminding today. Hardly we can find something more axiomatic than light. Maybe the air. In Czech translation of this text the axiomaticity stands out more than in original, the word light (světlo in Czech) and world (svět) has the same root.  And they both point out the things we know the most, our living space. Something we don’t even notice, something we take as granted.

But exactly this word “light” has a special role in John’s gospel. It appears already in the prolog. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. And then Jesus tells his apostles this: “Believe in the light while you have the light, so that you may become children of light.” Lord Jesus Christ has come to visit our world with light. Light that how the scripture say lights upon good and evil, on old and on new.

Jesus comes as a “new light” into this world. But we can miss and overlook even this light. Not pay attention to it, take it as something granted. John describes it with this: “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light…” 

What happens when we accept the light? When we start to register it? When we pay attention to it? We start to see things we could not before. We could see ourselves truer under the light of Jesus Christ. There is no shadow where we could hide our selfishness, littleness, spiritual weakness… Everything is clear and in light. But the loght not only reveals our sins, but our desires, not only our despair but our faith and hard-work. Not only sin, but even its opposite is revealed in this light. In the light of Jesus’ Great Friday crucifixion is revealed what is the God’s promise. It is revealed what is worth suffering for. What is worth dying for. 

Christ’s light reveales everything that was hidden in darkness. We open our eyes and see people that were insignificant for us and their poverty, their needs, their despairs. Suddenly it’s all close to us, it matters to us and cries for our help. 

Sometimes we use the phrase “to see with the eyes of faith”. Nonbelievers may see the same ceremony for a thousand time, the same old discord songs, but with yes of faith we can see celebration which does not have equal in this world. Celebration which man cannot ruin with his imperfection. Nonbelievers can see only a group of people awkwardly passing cubes of bread around, but we see a feast to feed all who are hungry.  

It is similar to when someone is released after being in prison in a dark room for two years. Last week we could have seen their faces, they could not believe that. The were thinking it is just some dream and that they would wake back into their prison. But it’s not a dream. Man can be beaten, ill, tired, but still free. The light will come to shine into his small prison cell. Hope has risen from dead. Hope that won’t die. Hope for all. Jesus won’t die and won’t stay in grave even though he is dying today.

Death has come, something awful, but “no one who believes in me should stay in darkness” even though the darkness is all around. Common sense  tells us that it’s over when Jesus is crucified but we can see that it is “to be continued”. 

Sometimes something dies to us as well, and we need to bury it: our plans, our tries, our parents, someone their children, their strenght, their opinions. Same way as apostles buried their Lord. But he won’t stay in the grave. He is the light of this world and the darkness did not consume him. He has come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness. 

“Lord Jesus Christ, we open to you as to a new light, which lights the world, our life and ourselves in a new way. Please reveal to us everything that hides in shadows, Light our darknesses, show us what is meaningful, to what we should devout our energy and our time. Life is with you, renew us.”

Amen

Brothers and sisters, in one Spirit we have been given in one body. So seek what gives peace and what enhances our mutual life. “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts. Full are the heavens and the earth with your glory, Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest! Blessed are you, almighty God, for the sacrifice that Jesus Christ, your Son, brought on the cross, as full and adequate reparation for the sins of the world.” He also instituted the commemoration of his death, and commanded us to celebrate it until he comes.

 The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes. Whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord unworthily, shall be guilty of profaning the body and  blood of the Lord. Let everyone examine himself, before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup, to recognize that it is the most precious thing in this world can have, the body and blood of our Creator - our Lord.

Apostles’ creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. 

Amen

Isaiah 53:4-7 Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering,yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities;the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way;and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth;he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.

“Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.”

Therefore come with faith to Lamb’s table and accept bread as a body of our Lord, which He has given for us and wine as His blood, which He has spilled for us. Remember that He died for us and accept Him to your heart with faith and gratitude. 

Lord Jesus Christ says: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty”

Amen
