THE LIGHT IS WAITING FOR US

1st Advent Sunday

Luke 18:18–27; Mt 14:25–32
The theme of each decent first Sunday of Advent should be: "WAITING AND LIGHT." We can combine these two words together into a headline: "Waiting for the light," but also "Light is waiting." In the first title - we are waiting for the light and in the second - the light is waiting for us.


Usually on the first Sunday of Advent we emphasize that we should expect the coming of Christ the same as prophets from the Old Testament expected coming of the Messiah. It will underline that we should be persistent; that it may take a long time, perhaps several generations as in times of the Old Testament. Today I would like to focus on the other phrase: "LIGHT IS WAITING FOR US." Not that classic one that we wait for God to deign, but God waits until we deign! This is Advent too. Advent of people!
And the two New Testament stories:

About the rich young man and Peter as he walked on waves. Is it unrelated? Only seemingly. They are connected together in the very heart of the matter. Both young men (Peter was still a young man back then) had to do something that was beyond their power. They were both connected with the same question: "Lord, what should I do that my faith is alive and concrete?"


Christ says to the rich young man first: "Obey the commandments." He gave him the standard rabbinic advice. But the young man heard this advice from "his" rabbi already. "That's not why I went to you, Jesus! I know this advice and I said to our Rabbi that I'm proficient in keeping the commandments, as I was brought up in them." We could paraphrase his answer like this. What does this reminds us of?
Christian education, Christian morality, knowledge, regular attendance at church. Some of us were brought up in it and follow it until now. Others have embraced it when they believed, perhaps in their youth. But what now? After years? Are we satisfied with it? Does our faith still have the juice we've experienced with it? No?

Two young men, Peter and the rich man, said to Jesus that they would like more. And what about Jesus? Who understands the story of the rich man just through money, mammon and wealth, does not understand that this is about lot more. When Jesus says to him: "Get rid of wealth, come and follow me", he in fact says: "Change your lifestyle!" That, whatever it is, is what takes you away from God and living faith.
What is a living faith? It is the faith when you pray and you know what God says to you. You know whether he hears, you know what he thinks and whether he’ll answer. When you pray and you don’t know anything, even what God thinks about it, then you believe in faith conserved in the same sigh: "All these commandments I kept from my youth, since I believed."


Both young men, Peter and rich man, got a specific answer from Jesus. Each of them different, but equally difficult. Both heard something that we might today poetic call: "Step over your shadow!" Do what you cannot do at all. What would you like, but what you don’t measure up. What will bring you problems. But not only problems!
Dietrich Bonhoeffer nicely describes Peter and his decision whether to step on waves or go back into the boat: "There must be an external manifestation of faith, we need to get into a position where it is possible to believe. It’s up to us to make this step. What does it mean? This means that a step forward will be right only if we don’t look to our deeds, which must be executed, but we look only to the word of Jesus Christ which calls us to take this step. Peter knows he cannot get off the ship on his own, that his first step would be a step into the doom. So he calls: "command me to come to you on the water," and Christ replied: "Come!" So Christ had to call, only on His word we can move." so much from the quote. This call is the grace of God, calling man from death by boredom Christianity into a new life of faith with Christ.

However, once Christ calls, we must decide. The rich man did nothing. He went away grieved. Peter made ​​the first step into the waves. The rich man didn’t find what he sought; Peter rediscovered the lost living faith. Including the following wobble, doubt, drowning, Jesus' help, etc. Those belong to the living faith. Just a dead faith does not fluctuate, dies evenly, until it finally completely extinguish. Without flares and fires.
The rich young man left sad and disciples are appalled when they realize how powerful and hopelessly binding influence has a lifestyle in which rich man lived. The style which doesn’t admit a living faith but only a dead link of ancestors. How to get out of it? How to go off the rails that on one hand, give me and my beloved ones assurance, standards, safety, but on the other hand, suppress the faith? Some of them jumped out of it by themselves. As a suicide from a moving train. They hurt themselves and their loved ones. But disciples don’t want it like that so they ask Jesus: "Who then can be saved?" In fact, Jesus commented the inability of rich man to leave his property with words that you cannot enter the kingdom of God burdened with property. What is property? Money, houses, land, accounts – that is property. "Who then can be saved?" Everyone has something. Everyone is prevented by something to follow Jesus!
Jesus replies: "Impossible with people are possible with God!" What does this mysterious sentence mean? Not generally, but in this particular case? He says that what seems impossible to us, for God is in fact possible. It’s not impossible to overstep your shadow, go off the usual rails, or change your lifestyle. He’s definitely thinking about the possibilities of his Father and that we are only dust and the tune of our earthly existence is very unstable. As a "volatile chemicals", if you want to name the words: "you are dust and to dust you shall return," otherwise. With God it’s just a second and we suddenly find ourselves in a completely changed situation in which we not only can, but have to change our lifestyle. "Injury, illness, retirement, moving..." Forgive me that I began with the list of unpleasant things, there are, of course, pleasant with the same effect: "love, new friendships, changing political conditions, childbirth, etc." All of the mentioned events suddenly give us the option to change the unchangeable. God is the Lord of new beginnings, the Master of the situation, the Lord of times.
So God is light. And this light is waiting for us. Advent is not just about us waiting for light. It is also about God waiting for us. With the words of today's stories, rich man decides to get rid of what disturb him and starts to follow God's Son. When Peter gets out of the boat and follows Jesus on the waves of this world which is in storm, it is sometimes scary and dangerous... "He was born for us!" Living faith can be born for us again, because the impossible with people is possible with God. But it requires our participation. And that is our sight fixed on Jesus. 
Amen
