SALVATION FOR ALL
Introit: “ Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” 1 Tim 2/4         Reading:  Acts 11/81-8

Dear brothers and dear sisters! When I was reading the Acts I realized again how huge the break  had  to be when some of disciples dared  to preach the gospel to pagans and accept them for their brothers and sisters. It would have been a great struggle and overcoming for Peter  to enter a pagan´s house. Try to imagine: since his childhood he had heard only this: “You mustn´t be in touch with those who do not believe in the only God! You mustn´t enter their houses. You mustn´t eat with them! You mustn´t have friends or look for your future wife among them. You must save your ancestors’ faith. You must be different from them. It is your task and mission.”
Today it shocks us. Why such exclusivity and closedness? Where the superiority from? What right? But would it be possible the other way? How differently could Jews save their unique and different faith when they were surrounded with such a number of religion directions which they did not know and did not want to know what the fidelity to the one God was. Isn´t  it a miracle that such a small, militarily and culturally insignificant nation managed to keep its faith and survive even the worst persecution. And moreover, Israel also survived a loss of their own land, of their political independence, and even demolition of their only temple. They realized their difference with every meal, with every Sabbath.
And now try to imagine that Peter suddenly hears the voice of God which makes him to deny it all. To change himself totally.  To enter a pagan´s house and sit down at a table with a Roman officer. To accept a strange man  into a fellowship of Chosen Nation, to become his brother and forget all the previous differences. Was it possible?
Frankly speaking: It wasn´t!  None of us is able to do such radical  changes . Peter managed it only because of his willingness to listen to the word of God and not covering his eyes in front of what he had seen. It was not immediately. First the Lord God indicated it to him in a vision. Then three strange men knocked on his door.  Peter was walking with them for two days to meet the commandant of the Roman  garrison. When he saw the man´s eagerness to listening to the gospel he started to understand. When he heard how the strange man was praying loudly and praising  God his heart opened widely to embrace him and to baptize him. Do you understand what a long journey did  Peter have to go? Just right he who could be proud on his authority in the church had to admit humbly: “Lord, you always overtake me. You   do more that I can imagine. Thy kindnesses are new every morning.”
And just such our faith has to be. Not to stay at one point and to repeat the same all the time. The faith cannot satisfy with what we have learnt before, we have hard-fought and what we have assumed to be firm and sure. The faith is courage to go on. The faith means to listen carefully, open one´s eyes, open one´s heart and not to be afraid of changes. Not to be afraid of new things. After all, the Lord God is neither flywheel nor an unchanging law of nature. God is not like stars which  circulate along the same paths. God in who we have trusted is living and acting. It is God of changes who leads us still farther because every day He creates something new, unexpected for us, beautiful, good and enriching.

However it does not mean that those old things, attitudes and opinions which it is necessary to leave have been bad or useless since the beginning. On the contrary. When Peter started to meet and eat with pagans he did not have to judge or leave his parents and masters who had educated him in separation.  At that time that all was  right, important and  necessary. If Peter did not follow the Jews´ traditions strictly he could not save his faith in the only God in pagan´s Galilee and give it to an eager Roman who called to meet him. Peter´s separation and closedness   only then reached its aim and fulfilment. God unlike us does not stood at the same place but still goes on. And concurrently he stays to be faithful to Himself. To be faithful to all that He has ever said and done. It is amazing and unique. But we people rarely understand it.

Only when the apostles began to baptize pagans  it arose why it was so important that the Jews had separated and dispersed all  over the world. Only at that time it proved how significant building synagogues in each bigger town where people were praying and  reading the Scriptures instead offerings was. Everything people assumed useless at that time started to have its sense and fulfilment. After all, just from right  here amazing news, pleasure and hope will fly out: “God loves all the people. God wants to save everybody. In Jesus Christ He is righteous and merciful equally to everybody.”  Before the cleverest of us understands it, it has been already happening. God Himself has been doing it in front of our eyes. We have been  just staring and not believing our own eyes.

I admit I always admire people who can change themselves under the pressure of the known truth to consider existing opinions and do a new step in their life. It could be done only by people who are not proud. Only those who do not insist on their own  picture of the world created by themselves but they have courage to rebuilt the world with humility again.
We in church used to be stubborn and  closed in ourselves. We used to be proud on which we have built, thought out and saved  before. We are afraid of changes. We want to be faithful. But instead of being faithful to God we are faithful to our own traditions and  memories.   You, who are coming among us today, are in danger. You are in danger that you will stop at a place where God has summoned you and won´t change yourselves. But the fellowship of the church is here to help each other, not to let somebody to admire himself but to help him to go out on an uneasy journey of faith and hope.

The most beautiful in the story of Peter and Cornelius is how people need each other. Cornelius needs Peter to be able to believe. But also Peter needs Cornelius to be able to give up his old way of thinking, fear and closedness. Similarly children need their parents to see where  their attitudes can lead them. Weak need strong and strong need weak to explore their strength for the good. Ill people need healthy but healthy need diseased, too, to realize how uneared opportunities they have. Similarly believers need non-believers.  Those who have already found and also those who have been already searching. We can give them testimony of Faith and they ask us questions which we do not admit to ourselves.  Purposely, count, how many times angels intervene. If there was no God those two Peter and Cornelius had never met.

We also can tell you how amazingly the Lord has been leading us .  How many so called coincidences had happen  till we started to explore the idea about God, read the Bible and enter a church. Lord God can direct it so masterfully that a man even thinks that he searches, finds and discovers God himself. But after all, when he can see how amazingly it has been set, how the Lord prepared him and how He has been attracting him day after day, he has to say full of thankfulness: “Thank you, Lord you have attracted me to Yourself. It is Your worthiness, Your work   and Your mercy. 

But that decisive always happens between a man and a man. No angel has the right to preach the gospel, this privilege and joy have been given only to us, the sinners, by the Lord God .  It is unbelievable mercy, trust and responsibility. Try to imagine it. Nobody else except us the people can preach Jesus Christ   to our neighbours and pick up them from their closedness and loneliness .  Nobody else does it instead us.  Their salvation is in our hands. In our story angels have a lot of work before they lead Peter into Cornelius´ house. But then the angels have to leave. The help which we have found in Jesus Christ can be brought to Cornelius by Peter. Just a man to a man. In it there is the biggest value and sense of our lives. In saving each other. 
Amen
