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JOY – THE PURPOSE OF FAITH
Introit: Don't let evil get the best of you; get the best of evil by doing good. Romans 12:21 

I am Light that has come into the world so that all who believe in me won't have to stay any longer in the dark. John 12:46
Text: John 16:19-22 Jesus knew they were dying to ask him what he meant, so he said, "Are you trying to figure out among yourselves what I meant when I said, 'In a day or so you're not going to see me, but then in another day or so you will see me'? Then fix this firmly in your minds: You're going to be in deep mourning while the godless world throws a party. You'll be sad, very sad, but your sadness will develop into gladness. "When a woman gives birth, she has a hard time, there's no getting around it. But when the baby is born, there is joy in the birth. This new life in the world wipes out memory of the pain. The sadness you have right now is similar to that pain, but the coming joy is also similar. When I see you again, you'll be full of joy, and it will be a joy no one can rob from you. 
Jesus Christ came so that our joy may be complete. I feel that he would say to the Christian churches and our College of CB in Prague 2 something like this: "You did not understand me. I came so that your joy may be complete, and you have highlighted suffering in my life instead, what I had concealed for a long time from my disciples." Let's think about it today. In Christianity, there’s a lot about the suffering. For example a symbol of Christianity: the Cross. Isn’t it strange? Would Jesus like this symbol? Why isn’t the symbol of Christianity EMPTY GRAVE? The cross was just a means to salvation and resurrection. Or other symbol: CALVARY. 14 stops on the way of the Lord Jesus on the cross! Each of them aims Christians to move to tears and in the end the last one of the fourteen is entitled "Laying the dead body of Jesus to the grave." Isn’t it strange? Why is not the stop at the empty grave the last one? And again the same question: "Would Jesus like the way how Christians practice Calvary today?"
The Lord Jesus came for our joy and not because of our pain. Because of our salvation and not because of our suffering. Let's say today that we don’t want to see that movies about Jesus' life end with crucifixion. Suffering sells well today. This world is fascinated by suffering, evil, sadism and pain. The famous musical Jesus Christ Superstar has no resurrection of Jesus and other documents only a flicker and embarrassedly. And yet our Lord Jesus said: "When a woman gives birth, she has a hard time, there's no getting around it. But when the baby is born, there is joy in the birth. This new life in the world wipes out memory of the pain.“ From that sentence it is clear that the main thing Jesus wanted to say to his disciples was: "JOY is waiting after sorrow, not the SORROW before joy."
So if the "joy" is a main message of Jesus' mission, why is so little joy in our church and in our lives? Why are suffering, pain and self-control so emphasized? Why do people think of one-color dress when they go to church? Why is their wardrobe in the church so often like clothes that are used at funerals? Why is the outbreak in the blast and glorying in prayer considered mundane and unnatural? While the silence, recollection and meditation for spiritual is appropriate at the church? Again, same answer: "Because we are lead so over the centuries by the Christian churches." But I ask you today, whether it is right and whether the Lord Jesus, who looks down from where he left, is delighted?
I don’t promote hypocrisy; I don’t want us to have grief in the hearts and grimace smiles on our faces. I just want to review our established Christianity. The revision of our forms of worship, revision of the way we think about Christ, revision of what we first think of when we think of the Gospel of our Lord and Savior. If I am right today, or at least a little bit, and none of us will do anything with it and the next 100 years will be just about pain and suffering, then it's bad.
Then it will be like when a cobbler genius invented a new type of shoes, so that mankind had the possibility of a new, uniquely comfortable walking, but humanity would begin to worship boots in his memory. It seems logical, but it is not. The legacy of the cobbler is not shoes, but comfortable walking. The legacy of Jesus is not a cross, but the resurrection. Not suffering, but salvation and joy. When you must have a symbol, then it should be a symbol of joy and resurrection. Like a rainbow, or empty grave, or flying balloon. These are symbols of joy, freedom, happiness, reconciliation, resurrection, cheer, win, view and outlook.
The cross has its place in Christianity, because the path to victories led through it, but the cross itself is not a purpose of Jesus’ way, only its means. The means chosen by God and His Son accepted it. In many places Scripture is speaking about the purpose of our faith. So, for example, 1 Peter 1:3-10:

What a God we have! And how fortunate we are to have him, this Father of our Master Jesus! Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we've been given a brand-new life and have everything to live for, including a future in heaven—and the future starts now! God is keeping careful watch over us and the future. The Day is coming when you'll have it all—life healed and whole. I know how great this makes you feel, even though you have to put up with every kind of aggravation in the meantime. Pure gold put in the fire comes out of it proved pure; genuine faith put through this suffering comes out proved genuine. When Jesus wraps this all up, it's your faith, not your gold, that God will have on display as evidence of his victory. You never saw him, yet you love him. You still don't see him, yet you trust him—with laughter and singing. Because you kept on believing, you'll get what you're looking forward to: total salvation. The prophets who told us this was coming asked a lot of questions about this gift of life God was preparing
For us, however, is often more comfortable complaining and mourning. Its’ making it easier to wake up the interest and participation of others. Sometimes the offer of help. While if you seem happy it’s suspicious. Others think we're drunk. As they thought of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit descended to present. This explanation that it’s different is tedious. Therefore rejoice is tedious as it is safe to be sad.
ATTENTION! Today I'm not talking about periods of life when we experience real pain and when we need quick help from the soul suffering. Often even professional help. This is something else. This is the valley of the shadow of life and it’s needless to force a smile in there. This may be a period of mourning for the loss of a friend, sibling illness, suffering, someone you know, frustration, separations, exits, or types of endogenous depression. For those who find themselves in this valley is not today’s preaching! 

Jesus said, "Your Joy," which will emerge from my resurrection, "no one will take it." How can this happen? Jesus’ answer is: "through faith." And grief is usually associated with our little faith in our Lord, who rose up from the grave. So let’s pray to the donor of faith: "Lord, help our unbelief!" Eyes of faith should always look beyond the event horizon. The horizon of the disease, beyond the conflict, beyond the accident, the horizon of failure, beyond the pain, horizon of the cross, the horizon of death. They shouldn’t look at what kind of man is he today, but what could he be in Jesus' power tomorrow. The eyes of faith always look a bit further. Beyond the pain, beyond suffering, beyond the cross, beyond this life and illness, beyond the failure and the tiredness. When in the tunnel they look at the end, they recall the morning in the night and eternal life in death.
We are proud of our realism. Apparently it’s better than false hope. Yes, I think so, but what if the hope in Christ is not false. Then the man misses the purpose of faith, the salvation of his soul, only because he didn’t believe. So why not cleave the soul to hope that we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ? And why not behave in this hope? Why not peal? Why not sing with all your heart and with all your strength? Why not break out in cheers whenever you hear the name Jesus? When a person has reason to celebrate, so why not do the noise? Why should it be bad? Hypocrisy is bad, but there’s nothing wrong with spontaneous joy. 
Let’s pray for our church, for each other that we find this joy in our lives.
Amen.
