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prepare the way to the king!

intro: Isaiah 60:19-20: The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee: but the LORD shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for the LORD shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended.

Text: Luke 3:1-14 (Isaiah 40:1-11, Matthew 11:2-5)
The arrival of the king was so interesting for people that they came to John and were baptized. I do not think that they came from fear. I think that they came from enthusiasm. At that time the nations were flooded with the nationwide revival. Throughout the crowds they came to Jordan and were baptized. John has to reassure this movement rather than fan the flames, and therefore uses the warning words such as: "Do not be hypocrites, but get baptized of the true change of heart." Or “who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?“ or “And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees”..." The goodman will come and will clean his celt." John baptized as fast as he could and it was still not enough because more and more came, so they started to call him "the Baptist". How would you name a man who is standing in the river and baptizing and baptizing from morning to evening? It had to be a wonderful awakening. Spontaneous. From below. From the people. No propaganda of temple priests or a call appealed from synagogue leaders, no yield of Jewish rabbis, no new learning.
It’s not known exactly where it came from, but it’s known that it was. And that is something beautiful what we want to perceive, grasp and understand today. And maybe even taste! Like the ringing with keys in 90ties, but here with John it was a spiritual revival, not political. Although... Who knew then what is going to happen?... The King is King!…"The secret of the comer" awakens even the biggest sleepers. Even those with no musical hearing will sing a song welcoming the arrival of the king. The air smelled of expectations of spiritual spring. People had brightness in their eyes. Their sight didn’t leave anyone in doubt that they are looking forward to the next day, week, month, and next year. They did their work cheerly. They were singing while working and when they dropped a hammer on a foot, they groan in pain with no abuse and no profanity.
Even before John was born, it was known that he is the child sent by God. Son of Zechariah and Elizabeth, who could not have kids. But because of their prayers, Lord God changed their lot. Zechariah was speechless for 9 months. Elizabeth became pregnant. And when Mary visited Elizabeth and greeted her, Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and told the prophecy about the child that Mary was expecting. That he will be the son of the Highest.
Lord God calls Elizabeth’s child - John the Baptist – on a special task to announce in public the coming of the Lord Jesus and to prepare his way. Message of John was a message of hope. And as a message of hope is John also enouncing it. That means - with the proper verve. With enthusiasm. He renounced everything not because of the asceticism, but for the joy from the message, which can.... must... and wants to enounce. And the good news is: "There will be king. But not as you know him. Another! You do not know such king. His kingdom is not of this world and yet it will come among you, into the world! Your Creator will send it to you!" For that kind of message would John sacrifice even his own life. That was the message of all messages. Because of other one, formerly known runner from Marathon laid down his life. And because of this report, John, called the Baptist, also lays down his life. And with joy. Just when he will know that he didn’t made a mistake, that Jesus really is the one whose arrival he announced. When he learns it later, he regrets nothing and dies by executioner’s hand, who quietly beheads John in jail without public trial, because of the flighty wish of naive Salome and her clever mother.
The Lord prepared this man - John the Baptist - in seclusion, in the wilderness, and when he grew up and has reached 30 years, he could speak in public. At that time it was determined that an adult man in his thirty years could act and speak publicly. John preached the coming of the King, Messiah, Saviour. He passes all around Jordan and can’t stop calling. Have this ever happened to you? That you have been so excited and full of joy? When your child got to hardly accessible school? Or if he or she is graduating and you’re so happy that you can’t sleep the night before? And then, when you put on your best clothes and you’re as puffed as a pouter pigeon when you went with tears of joy to his graduation? Or think of the birth of the first child in the family. And still the baby could be of any of your relatives, but it was "the first". You had that wondrous brightness in the eyes, the light, that amazement of the tiny creature. That anticipation, the joy of suspected future! Or if your son or your daughter brought home her first boyfriend or girlfriend. How much hope was in your eyes.
I know that disappointing moments also come to life, when the brightness of the eyes flames out and hope dies. But there are times when the opposite is true. When bitterness dies. When bad memories are forgotten. When the days of mourning ends. When the hopelessness fades out. When what you expect is better than the last time. When you went in the wedding procession of your son. Or when your niece's eyes sparkled in enthusiasm of the first success. At that time even your eyes grew damp to the tears of happiness.
And this was in the eyes of John... John, who baptized and baptized, and could not stop. John who could not do otherwise. People did not have to hear his sermons. It was enough seeing his clothes, his beliefs, his eyes and they immediately knew that this man was awaiting the arrival of someone important. The arrival of the King of 
Kings. The words of the prophet Isaiah could be read in his eyes: "The days of thy mourning ended. Lord will be everlasting light."
On the call of John the Baptist, "Come, come, prepare his way," people responded in different ways:
Some of them let themselves to be carried away by the same enthusiasm; others came from fear and others because of their neighbors. In short as in 90ties or in 68 or 48 or 45 or 18 in the last century. Our human and often "'traditional motives" are still the same. But what does it matter? That's no matter wherewith it begins. For some it starts from pure motives, for the other from fear and others are carried away by the crowd, but everyone is finally baptized. Voluntarily and on their own decisions. They want to reach the arrival of the king ready, baptized and settled. When John encourages and admonishes them to bear the fruit of repentance, they agree and go for it. Baptized customs start to collect only what they should. Baptized soldiers will no longer extort people for their benefit.
People sometimes say that repentance is an internal matter, matter of the heart, the relationship between me and God, that it's not visible on the outside ...But it's not! ...Atonement has two sides! Facing away from sin and turning to God! To be prepared for the arrival of the King with a capital 'K', we must do both. Faith and deeds are inseparable!
Some of John's hearers referred to the fact that they are children of Abraham. They invoked and took pride in their origin, their family tree. They relied on the issue of their status before God on their origin more than on their faith. For them religion was something that has been inherited. However, the relationship with God does not pass from the parents to the children. Each one of us has to find and deal with his relationship with God by himself!

It was clear to people who came for baptism that "Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone," as it was written later by James, the brother of the Lord. Therefore they ask: "What exactly should we do?" And John corresponds perfectly clear. He knows they’re going to obey. Man does not ask for what to do when he feels he wouldn’t do it. But if he feels that he wants to do it and he knows that he will, he asks: "What should I do to be saved? What should I do to prepare for the arrival of the King? How can I straighten my way, how to forgive, how to reconcile, how to stop with bad habits, how to start newly and differently?" All those people who wanted to get baptized by John were asking the same things. Their hearts were burning. These were people who had already decided. And now they are looking for a way how to implement the change of their life.
The concrete act of faith can be seen a few years later on one of the leading customs officers - Zacchaeus (L 19, 1-10), "which was the chief among the publicans, and he was rich…" He had a desire in heart to meet Jesus. When Jesus meets him, first under the mulberry and then in his house, we do not read the words: "Zacchaeus expiates" but yet we know he did it and that it was true repentance. According to what do we know? According to that though he was never told what to do, he knew what to do. Everything he was enriched with was obtained from the exploitation of the others, and therefore he wants to straighten his crooked ways in relationships with others and he says by himself: "Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have wrongfully exacted aught of any man, I restore fourfold." This is the fruit of repentance!

Dear brothers and sisters, we entered the new church year. Advent begins. Are we supposed to celebrate the arrival of our Lord Jesus Christ in the old way of life? As word of God says, "in the old sour"? Why not blaze up for God’s arrival to this earth? Why not allow the Holy Spirit to illuminate our lives with the light of heaven?
“As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth; And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.“ (L 3:4-6) is motto also for us in this Advent season - the period of preparation and expectation of the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. As it is now before Christmas and also for His second coming. It is still expected by us as the Church - Bride of her Groom.
But let’s not try to impose into any further grimace. People around John the Baptist weren’t in spasm. They came voluntarily, freely, and every man for himself, though eventually they were all there together. They came to look on the man who was waiting for coming of the Son of God. And many of them, when they saw John, began to wait for the arrival of the King as well.
Around us are many things that focus our attention in the opposite direction. But there are also people, things and programs that can bring tired and indifferent man to the state of expectation of Christmas with a capital 'C'. To the joy. To the pride. To the tears... that even for me and for you and for him... He was born...
God bless you in this advent time, in your marriages, families, neighborhoods, at work, but also in Church.
AMEN

