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we need each other

1K 12:12-27

Dear brothers and dear sisters! It is sometimes said that by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost the Church of Christ was born. Until then, each of the disciples believed and hoped above all on their own. They had no common task. They could easily separate and everyone could live his faith in Jesus on his own. But starting from the outpouring of the Holy Spirit there is something that connects them together. The Holy Spirit is not given individually, but to all of them! From that moment they cannot be without each other. They need each other and complement each other. One comforts and admonishes the other. Each one is like one of the flames from the great fire. One of the limbs of one body. One verse of one song. One drop of the big rain that brings blessing and water to the ground.
But today the church is something that raises rather distrust and embarrassment between people. Many people believe in God and are considered to be Christians, but only few of them claim to the Church. Quite often we meet people who don’t go to church anywhere but know quite a lot about God and Christianity. They read the Bible, they pray, try to keep the Ten Commandments and help their fellows. Their Christian life is often in better form than ours. But when it comes to church membership, they begin to prevaricate. We, who grew up in the church and like it, feel sorry about it. But inwardly we might ask ourselves: "Is it really necessary to organize believers into some organization?"
Outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost literally started a religious revolution. People are suddenly not and will not be dependent on their priests, pastors and prophets. Everyone will know God based on their own experience and beliefs. We’re almost ready to say: this means that we won’t need any church, priest, altar, organization, etc.! Everyone will now have words with God nicely on his own. Will rebuke himself, can forgive himself, praise himself, bless himself. Yet we are all prophets. Everyone will teach only himself. And done.
But this isn’t what God wanted. When Scripture says that the Holy Spirit was poured out on all of us, it means that none of us has the Holy Spirit, i.e. truth, love, hope and joy, fully available. Each only has a part of it. No one has all the gifts, but each has its own endowment which is complementary to others. This means that we need each other and cannot do without each other. But not so that we will all depend on one extraordinary and gifted individual, but so that everybody needs everyone. None of us is more important, no one is more gifted or more chosen. But we cannot do without each other. If we want to know God, we need other people. And they need us as well! It's like a mosaic. Everyone has one stone and they only make a picture together.
In other words, the church is here because God decided to meet with us through other people. Although we believe the Lord God, we pray to him, we can behave nicely, but we meet with the living God only when we accept Him and know Him through our fellows. The Gospel is not preached by angels but by sinful people. God's forgiveness is not caused by our feelings nor our conscience, but by the bread and wine which our fellows pass to us at the Lord's Supper. And if we truly love God, it is recognized only when we help a person in need. We can know a hundred times what is right and what God wants, but when we are in crisis and don’t know how to proceed, the other person must tell us.
I’m convinced that our Lord God has "shared" the Holy Spirit intentionally to bring us closer together. He wanted to tear down the walls that we have set between us. He wanted to teach us to respect one another, look for each other and be able to listen to each other and be supportive. Because when I know that Lord God comes to me in the other person, I have to start to behave differently. I cannot look down on him or despise him. Even if it’s my enemy and rival, even if he’s annoying – it’s the man through whom God can give me something. And conversely, if I know that I was given part of the Holy Spirit, I cannot hide it for myself. I become a debtor to the others.
What we have said about the Church here is the ideal and the reason why the Church exists. However, the reality is different. Also many bad things happen in the church. Pride, gossip, hypocrisy, the quest for power and wealth, a patch to a bad conscience, a crutch for the weak. Life in the Church tempts some people to hypocrisy. Many people are disappointed by church – because they didn’t find what they were looking for. Honesty, love, understanding, respect, thoughtfulness and help. It seems that it’s better to leave such a church and congregation. But the Church is also a community of people variously distorted and seeking God's mercy and forgiveness. As the family tries to behave better when they are on a visit, than at home where no one else can see them. A man also cannot leave a family and say: "you’re hypocrites, and I don’t care for you." This is because he alone creates the family and has responsibility for it.
Living together is always a hard work. It's as hard as marriage. But it's worth it! Living in the church has great promise. It's a place where the Spirit of God works and makes wonders. It's a place where people support and carry each other's burdens. It's a place where human endowments multiply and from individual small flames there is great heat and fire of God's love.


"Lord, let Your Spirit unite us and fill with mutual love and respect and get rid of all the outrageous hypocrisy."
Amen

