OBEDIENCE AND EAGERNESS
Introit: “Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it” (John 2/5); Text:  2J: 1- 11;  2 Kings 13/14-19

This  verse is from a story about a wedding in Cana of Galilee. Jesus´ mother knows her son and prepares servants for his  possible  instruction:  “Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.”  She does not know if he solves a lack of wine or not that´s why  1) she prepares servants to a possible eventuality that Jesus will release some instructions. 2) She does not know if there is an absurd instruction, e. g.  if it is not a total nonsense. That´s why she says ”whatsoever”.   3) She does not know if the servants follow it.  Jesus is not their supervisor, they are not obliged to obey an unknown  wedding guest. That´s why she says : ”do it”.
It is similar in our everyday life. We do not often obey because we do not want to obey some stranger. Sometimes we do not obey because of our own cleverness – because we consider advice for silly. Sometimes we do not obey because it is not in accordance with our rational sense and experience. Although it is not silly but too miraculous. And other time  we are not ready for the Lord God somehow to enter our everyday affairs.
How did Maria get to know that there was a lack of wine? She was in touch with the servants. The wedding administrator did not know that  there was the lack of wine and he should not have known it. Not to shame. Maria was in touch with those last. With servants! And what about us? Are we in touch with those last? At school, in the classroom, at work, in the street?  Do we sit next to the poorest in a bus? Or we shun people who are less clever, less clear, less funny, less healthy, less rich?  But we will not get to know about a lack of something from madams and lords. Maria did not get to know about the lack of wine from the wedding administrator. She ascertained it from the servants and she told them what they should  have done in case of ordering something to them by Jesus. And they did it.

But note how they did it! They did not fill one, two or three big containers with water. But they filled them all. If they had filled only one, they should have had one hundred litres more, if they had filled two they should have had two hundred litres more wine, but they had filled six stone containers intended for Jewish purification. Each of them for two or three buckets. Estimates of the volume of all containers are between three  and six hundred litres. We do know how many guests were at the wedding, moreover the volume of wine was still huge. Because the feast had already started and the first planned quantity of wine had been drunk up, it is very likely that there was more wine that  could have ever been drunk up there.

Why such a big quantity? This question has often been put by theologians and  listeners. Why did Jesus make such a quantity of wine?  Someone says: “It was done by Jesus, the Son of God.” He wants to say that God is not parsimonious. Let´s have a look at His creation. Such a diversity, such a wealth. He makes things in a diversity of colours, species, quantity.

However let´s look into the text carefully. Jesus does not have a responsibility for the quantity of wine. He gave an instruction to fill containers with water and pointed at them. And if the servants  had not been instructed by Maria   they either  would not  have  obeyed or they  would have filled one or two containers. In that case there was only a little wine.  What is it about?  It is about  the large quantity of wine because the servants were not only  obedient but also eager. And these are two characters which I am speaking about. OBEDIENCE AND  EAGERNESS.

OBEDIENCE AND EAGERNESS. They have sometimes been dangerous in history. Nazi commanders at Nuremberg Court advocated themselves with statements that they were just obedient and eager. All  good things can be used against a man and against God. If we are afraid of using the obedience and eagerness because they have been misused several times we will not learn anything positive. But the servants obeyed and they obeyed eagerly and thank to it both the servants and the disciples believed that Jesus was the Son of God. Do we want to believe that Jesus is the Son of God?  Do we want? Not like an opinion or a doctrine but like those who wonder seeing Him acting. Like a man who has just tasted the power of God. The water transformed into wine. Yes, I know, you want. Then it is necessary the obedience of the Word of God and the eagerness.

There is an example in the Old Testament, in the 2nd of Kings, corresponding with that in the New Testament. At that time when a large disaster threatened to Israel, Joash, the king of Israel was young and inexperienced. The Syrian Army mobilized against him and he knew that there was not any chance to beat them. He had terrible visions about a slaughter and his own imprisoning. He was frightened with the possibility of his own death.  He worried so much. At that moment he remembered somebody! Hadn´t he ever met  a man of God who could help him in his desperation? Like it is current if people are in misery they point their sight onto God. Joash was one of bad kings of Israel but at time of misery he  remembered Elisha the Lord´s prophet. In Israel the Lord´s prophet represented  God Himself  at that time. Similarly like in the New Testament the Kingdom of God comes among people in Jesus and God Himself speaks through Him. “I and my Father are one,” says Jesus. In the Old Testament to meet  Lord´s prophet meant to meet God.
Joash the king decided to see Elisha who was 80 at that time. He came down to  him and dignified him with flatteries. He described Elisha´s impact for Israel with these words: “the chariot of Israel and the horsemen thereof!” he wept over his face and cried: “ Oh, my father, oh my father!” In fact Joash did not cry because Elisha was dying but because he was in danger of his own death. Old Elisha well educated in following  stimuli of the Holy Spirit gave a strange  instruction to the king: he told him to take a bow and arrows.
Elisha heard the Lord. And he had the word of wisdom, too. However he did not have any time for comforting Joash because Aram hordes of warriors  threaten on the horizon. He did not look for requirements. Needs were clear and he, Elisha, too old. That´s why without a long speech Elisha went directly to the matter, i.e. to the word of God: “Take a bow and arrows!” Maybe he was harsh but when enemies were occupying the land, the answer should have been clear: ”A bow and arrows!” Military sense, obedience, courage and eagerness were necessary. Joash has to forget himself and pretends a man even if he is young and frightened.
Where are our arms? Paul the apostle wrote similarly to young Timothy . “Wherefore I put thee in remembrance   that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee.” (2 Tim 1/6) His instruction was: “Stir up!” The word which was used by Paul has something to do with fire – like you would stir up a bonfire. To stir up means to “lit into full flame”. Don´t cool it but stir  up that fire! Use a blower on a smouldering embers. Blow up the fire! Be eager! Let it burns! THE OBEDIENCE AND THE EAGERNESS! Joash was a weak king. With only a little fire in his body. He came up to Elisha and wept: “My father, my father.” And when he did what was bad in the eyes of God, when he felt bad he found Elisha, the prophet of God, and managed to find the father in him and the God´s help. Look, how was it human, frequent and similar to us!
Joash the king was trained as a warrior however he had never taken his bow and arrows. Because of his weeping he was not able to see properly. He was afraid of enemy threats so much that his hands were shaking. But then something amazing happened and it changed everything. Elisha put his hands onto the king´s hands. It is a pleasant picture of how God can take  leadership for us and with us. The Bible is full of those who are strong  “in the Lord and in the power of His might.” (Eph 6/10) To own a bow and arrows is one thing but to use them is the other one.  But the God´s moment exists, His voice “shoot now!” - not earlier neither later and the God´s touch on our hands.
The touch of Elisha gave strength to Joash. The king dried his teardrops and  left his fear. Self-confidence came. We can experience the same. I have experienced it many times. We can be strong because of the strength which has been given to us through the Son of God. Then Elisha told to Joash: “Open a window eastward.” Neither we can shoot arrows through a closed window. What does it mean in  a prophecy symbolism? Simply: “open yourself!”, i.e. start preparing and building opportunities. Start doing it. Clean the board for an action. “Open yourself!” 

It is very interesting that Elisha did not say: “Aim at the target!” It was not anything to aim at. When Joash shot an arrow through the open window, Elisha said: “The arrow of the Lord deliverance, and the arrow of deliverance from Syria: for thou shalt smithe the Syrians in Aphek, till thou have consumed them.” (2 Kings 13/17) It was the word of God. Joash got to believe it and later he came out in the strength of this confidence and he defeated Syrians three times and got his lost cities of Israel.  Directions of this king  was changed with the only strong meeting with God. Small events decide about  long  periods of our lives.  Did you notice it?  Meeting a significant person… interesting book…. staying at a camp…. emotionally experience… health complication… etc. They seem to be accidental but they are not. They are in direction of our Creator. He fills our prayers for such life-influenced meetings in His time. But the story is not at the end.  Joash could do everything even better than he had done  if he had been more eager. When we go on reading we find out that Elisha told him for the second time to take his arrows and shoot to the ground.  Joash did  it half-heartedly, three times. Then we read: “And the man of God was wroth with him, and said, Thou shouldest have smitten five or six times; then hadst thou smitten Syria till thou hadst consumed it: whereas now thou shalt smite Syria but thrice.” (2 Kings 13/19) In spite of the prophet´s hand on Joash´ one the king´s character manifested as that with a weak will. Joash was not daring. Only three inspired shots were typical for his lazy temperament. A different man with powerful intentions would do even this small task  - he would steadfastly shoot arrows into the ground till it would have been seamy.  (But maybe he would not humble himself and would not come up to a prophet.)
Lord God can do for us so much how much we set into Him and His instructions. “Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it” (John 2/5); These were Jesus´ mother´ words to the servants in Cana in Galilee. And they fulfilled all the containers with the water. That was the reason why there was more wine then they needed. That was the reason why the hand of God was so generous. Because there were the OBEDIENCE AND the EAGERNESS of the servants. When the hand of God lies on your one, do not hesitate. Take a bow and arrows. Open a window and SHOOT!                                                                              Amen.

