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LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR

Dear Brothers and sisters, dear friends, dear guests, on last Sunday of the church year and Sunday before the first advent, what else from the Bible should we read than the last book of the Old Testament, prophet Malachi. Advent means coming. It means God's Son coming. The advent of Jesus Christ. And that starts with the New Testament - II. part of our Christian Bible. Today is the last Sunday before Advent, and therefore let’s open the last book of the Bible's Old Testament, Book of Malachi and read from its latest chapter: Malachi 3,13-14 and 23-24.
We heard about the grim duty of believers in the Lord, about the name of the prophet Elijah and the hope that “new Elijah” will bring. We have read that before his 2nd arrival he would carry out something beautiful among people. That: “He shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest The Lord come and smite the earth with a curse.“ Who is it? Here, at the very end of the Old Testament is the talk about the action of Jesus Christ. Full of grace and truth. Therefore, let’s read something about the promising future: Luke 4:16-21 (Isaiah 61,1-4).
The name of today's sermon could also be "Really good news!" or "Finally, good news." Why finally? Because we receive countless spirit oppressing and depressing news daily and from all sides. We often thirst for the good news that would encourage, give hope and zest to our life. The following text, like any good Christian preaching aims to inform you that the good news (in Greek euaggelion) – is a Gospel, precisely the message of faith in God that makes one free from ties to evil, stupidity, and everything that does not lead to joyful and meaningful life.
Belief in God is indeed profaned and meaningless concept in which each can represent many things, and therefore it is necessary to first clarify what we mean by this term we represent. Therefore, let’s reflect upon the reading of the prophet Malachi first, who criticizes a somewhat cautionary vision of faith in God. And then let's discuss the quote from Luke (Isaiah actually), over which I offer to think about faith in God as Jesus Christ himself offers us to do.
First therefore Malachi. Malachite criticizes his contemporaries for considering faith in God for something gloomy and dreary. For something that forces man to observe a lot of strange rules, orders and prohibitions and yet has to watch how all sorts of brocks who do what they want and enjoy it as a lot of fun finally have a successful life and escape from any punishment. That's the upset! One's tempted to think that believing in God is obviously useless, as if such noble self-sacrifice does not deserve any reward or advantage over the others, who should burn in hell.
Unfortunately, this very darkly malicious image of faith in God, which criticizes Malachi, is still widely shared by most people. Especially outside the Church. And the churches themselves fiercely reinforce this repulsive idea by that they are unable to distance himself from the moralistic misanthropy in their own ranks as strictly as it did their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. He well recognized the true nature of such weary "pseudo-faith" believers and so called them sons of hell, hypocrites, whitewashed tombs, snakes, brood of vipers, and similar "fine" titles (Matt. 23rd chapter). And they in turn came to call him "friend of sinners, a glutton and a drunkard."
Report on the dull faith is not so good, it's not gospel (no good news) and it’s documented again by a nice quote from Jesus in Chap. 23 of Matthew's Gospel to address such believers: "You compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, you make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves." So much Malachi and his warning against distorted beliefs.
And now Luke and his Gospel. Jesus comes to his native Nazareth. On Saturday he went to the synagogue, and when he read from Scripture, he chose the text from the prophet Isaiah. With this choice of the text for reading, Jesus pronounces his own agenda. He says what he imagines by faith in God and what Jewish tradition he wants to continue. And we hear that it is not self-righteous moralism or church ceremoniousness, but an active faith of Israel prophets, Malachi and all his predecessors - Isaiah and others.
This is a program that I believe that not only for Jesus and his contemporaries, but it is to this day the real gospel, the very good news that can give a human society a whole new hope and new purpose in life that can be and still is the hope for all our painful world. Let’s read this text again, according to Isaiah 61,1-4.
First: Isaiah (Jesus) is anointed. That does not mean "anointed" in today’s importance, namely spectacular religiousness, but the profession, the mission mandate. Kings, priests and prophets were anointed; it was a symbol of authority to carry out their mandate, in this case literally credentials from the highest places, by the very spirit of the Lord.
1) He is called to preach good tidings unto the meek. The first point of Jesus' program is now an announcement of good news or a gospel annunciation. This is the announcement of hope for all non-conceited, non-powerful, all humbly opened to the claim of truth, justice and love. It is a creative happiness,

the way forward, a constant search for new things of God. What an opposite to the troubled religion and to the sense of life conceived as an arrogant ownership of truth!
2) He is sent to bind up the brokenhearted. Faith is not for arrogant pontifical dodos who are stuck up and think of themselves that they have eaten all the wisdom of the world. They do not need God. They think of themselves as God-equal. How many hearts in the past have these dummies crushed and humiliated! Faith is good news for all despondent, for all the aching hearts.
3) He is sent to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound. This is a declaration of general amnesty, freedom for all enslaved by external or internal oppression. Freedom is the central theme of Jesus' gospel, the motto of the program of Jesus. We hear it in the New Testament time and again: "You were called to freedom, Christ has freed us for freedom", "Christ has set us free" ... Biblical freedom is not something static. It's a constant search for something new in the world and in life; it's a creative ability, the opposite of intolerance, dogmatism and conservatism.

Faith must be free enough so that it could overcome our own habits and conventions, which have lost their privileges. Today the Gospel has to refer consummate church manners to the museum. And must go to the streets with all community spirit seekers, with all movements which are trying to set man really free. Faith should radiate freedom into our world. To the world that longs for freedom, but also fears it, the world that is losing freedom more often than gaining it. After 1990 we have gained political freedom and 20 years later we are slaves again. This time the slaves of our desires, ideas, lifestyle, jobs, property, slaves to our employees and the most of all - slaves of our appetite.
4) He is sent to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God. It's just another name for "gracious summer", when every seven years all the slaves and captives in Israel are set free and debtors should be debt relief. It is an institution, a sign of God's love for man, love that marks all human relationships. The relationship of love transforms the concept of vengeance into equity, redress of grievances and injustice.
All humble, brokenhearted, captives, prisoners, grieving, those who have a spirit of despair, all of them can hear the good news about this new hope. They will be, figuratively expressed, dressed in new robes of joy and they will become, yet rightless and powerless, trees of righteousness, that is those, who like the seed of God to yield rich fruit of righteousness for their world.

And what's more, it will be them who will build what has been a long time in ruins, re-build, build what was destroyed and restore destroyed cities.

Here in the Czech Republic, a country that was forty years fed with communist ideology, this Isaiah-Jesus vision of a new mission to yet rightless sounds very familiar to atheists as well. Indeed, social ethos of Marxism drew from an old biblical tradition. After all, Marxism is one of the typical Christian heresies. Like many heresies before, for example various chiliastic movements, has not led to the liberation of man, but to his still greater enslavement. Why this was is a question beyond this sermon. It certainly has something to do with temptation of man to take God’s matters into his own hands, the temptation to confuse the ideals for ideology, with the arrogate the right to social engineering, and most importantly - with the omission of the first and most important social program in the Bible – that is freedom.
The fact that people in the history always corrupted the program of Jesus, turning it over in the opposite, in the name of liberation rightless, should not mean abandonment of this fundamental good news about reformation of human affairs, of this Jesus gospel.
Because the Gospel obtains through all its historical misrepresentations. It is, again, spoken by the figurative language of the Bible (Revelation 14.6 N), the eternal Gospel, the eternal challenge, an inspiration for a new struggle for human freedom, hope and joy of life, love, faith and lots of other things. Without this permanent struggle, the world would really become hell. Hell, where they wouldn’t have boiled people in the boiler, but where as a punishment they would chain the man to the screens facing to eternity by watching and consuming stupid and spirit depressing news about the state of the world where there is no longer hope, no faith and no love and where the world does not belong to God and where Big Brother (Bible: the beast) occupies all positions and has us in its clutches. That would really be hell!
The most beautiful message of life and the greatest gospel is this one: "Jesus is powerful enough to defeat all the Big Brothers of this world and all the days of the beast. He did and will overwhelm all of them and brings a joyful sense of life!" Your worship, my brothers and sisters, may be full of joy and non-hypocritical jubilation that awakens the desire of countless crowds to join us. 
AMEN
