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PetER‘s MOTHER-in-LAW

Mark 1:29-39

The Saturday was ending. Day of rest. Jesus did not rest much. He had a lot that day. He preached and taught in the synagogue and healed the obsessed. He didn’t have to worry about his popularity. He served and people wanted to hear what he said. And the information about him spread in the country very quickly.


Why is it wanted? They felt a new power. Freedom. Someone new came into their closeness. And they put their expectations and hopes in him.
We know this. We have our worries. Our problems. Questions, anxiety. Slowly, some of them are sneaked in resignation. "It is so" we do not like to admit. With some things we cannot move. Those things embarrass us, we do not want them, but they are. And we've all either tried or are a little afraid to try, or we don’t believe in ourselves. And suddenly there’s a force close to us which has a completely different power than we're used to. That one could help. Banish the bad things that occupy the heart of man and destroy lives. Heal illness with which no one knows what to do. Undo what broke down. Whether it's limbs, joints, or heart, soul, relationships. By our guilt a lot is already rusty and don’t want to move.

And now there's someone who can do that. To move what has been rusted or bent. This is good news. We are close to someone who has a power that nobody else has. And he uses that power for the benefit of life, not for the benefit of death. And he offers to help man with this power.

At that time they rushed to him. Even today, we can rush to him. It's worth it. He is resurrected and lives, as the only one connecting heaven and earth and he gives us a taste of something we cannot get otherwise.
Before the sunset, James and John entered the house of Simon and Andrew. Simon’s – Peter’s – mother-in-law laid down in a fever. Fever – we know that. But we are rather stumbled that Peter had a mother-in-law. So he was probably married, otherwise the mother-in-law cannot emerge in life. Well, he probably was, but we don’t need to tackle it, we can wish him that. As well as we are stumbled with the fact that people in the house told Jesus about Peter's mother-in-law. That she was important to them. That they had good relationships with her. That they were concerned and compassionate. That at that time they still cared about each other.
She laid down in a fever. Her recovery is a scenario of what happens between God and man. They told him about her. Someone has to say the word and tell good information on. We pray to Jesus and we may tell him about those who need him. Within his generosity it certainly doesn’t matter whether they are believers or not, he came for all, whether they know him or don’t. We know that someone is doing badly. Someone we know from hearsay. Someone we see. About some group we suspect that - people in hospitals, prisons. We can tell God about them. Don’t think that someone will do it for us. When everybody says it, nobody will do it. Tell God in prayer about those who need his help.
And he came up to her. God in Christ is not an impassive ruler who is on the throne a little bored waiting for the ceremony with those vassals to end. He has interest in humans. He is coming up to her. He takes her hand. As simple, as powerful. How many information flows from person to person when holding hands. It's obvious. Words are not needed. Hand in hand belongs together.
He raised her. Jesus rises. He doesn’t humiliate. He doesn’t need it. He doesn’t have to mock the others. He doesn’t have to describe their actions. He doesn’t need funny comments, but which can also hurt the soul. He heals, rises, straightens, returns to life.

And she served them. There's nobleness in it. She served - from love, because she knew how, because at the time she lived in, it was her task. He returned her to her destination.
And it was past sunset, the evening, in a Jewish way, finally came. It was like opening the sluices. Desire that this man from Nazareth came into my rusty life is released. They brought to him all the sick and possessed. They brought. Attention should be paid to both. 1) Those who have brought, and those who let themselves to be brought. Those who brought served life. 2) And those sick let themselves to be brought. It’s simple – they wanted! The first and the second. When we want to, miracles can happen. If we do not want to, nobody will convince us, we don’t like anything, and we do not believe anything. When we decide that nothing can happen, so nothing will happen. But when we want to, although we see weaknesses but the desire for that thing is so powerful that it exceeds these deficiencies, and then we live and something happens.
The whole town gathered at the door of Peter's house. It had to be mummery. And Jesus healed many. Many patients with various diseases, he forced out evil spirits. He helped without conditions. Nobody needed a health insurance company Card.

Those evil, forced out spirits were not allowed to speak, because they knew him. Specific information. People don’t know yet who Jesus is, it still will be long time before Peter confesses, "You are the Christ". But all kind of the evil spirits already know that. It is clear to them. Bad things have power over man, but they have no power over Christ. And because they have power over man, they have some kind of head start and already know what we don’t. Even who is this Jesus of Nazareth. Son of God. They know that he is the Savior of all. That what people have tasted from around Capernaum, all the others will taste. That a new morning will come after the Saturday, when he gets up and opens the way for all.
The next morning, way before dawn, Jesus got up and left home alone to go to a lonely place to pray. Away from people. Perhaps we know that. Sometimes we need to be alone. To pray. To gain new powers. To breathe in and collate ourselves and our ideas. His disciples followed him and told him that everybody is looking for him. He offered something to people and they accepted it. And they are eager to other things! They’re waiting to see what happens next! Jesus decided: "Let’s go elsewhere." He also came for other people from the other places. Not just from one village, one region of one country... He cannot stagnate. He continues on the way that will bring salvation to all.
Maybe we are sometimes confused, distracted and it is unclear what now and what next. Maybe we should try it like Jesus. Remember the reason why we set out to some journey. Remember why we decided like this before, what we wanted and what we want now.
So Jesus did not stay only in the closeness to Capernaum, he went on throughout Galilee, preaching, forcing out evil things. He went until the cross. And gave the fullness to all and all of us can taste what at that time tasted by small portions people in Galilee.

Risen Lord, we long for your mighty acts. We long for your word. We come to you. Please give those to us in plenty. And make us capable and eager to accept.


      Amen
