Mt 9:36-10:10

When Lord Jesus Christ saw the multitudes, he was moved by compassion. Compassion causes that something moves and things start changing. In the parable of Good Samaritan was Samaritan moved by compassion and he helped the pilgrim. Compassion causes force to act, force that supports life. Who is compassionate is doing well. He still has hope, God and his angels can do something with him. 

The multitudes were as sheep without shepherd. Sometimes people think that they would be better off without laws, without authority, without shepherd. But here Scripture describes the sad picture of sheep without shepherd as helpless creatures, without leadership, without hope. Without shepherd! There is no one who would lead them, who would give them direction, who would say what matters in life, how is it with them, with God and with other people. Or maybe someone tells them, but tells them wrong. It does not work. People are depressed. They don’t have anything to live for.

It is interesting what Jesus did when he saw them. He told his disciples: “The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.” We would expect him to give them reason to live himself. That he would do something similar to what he fed the five thousand. Or that he would have sermon similar to the one on the Mount. But not. He does not talk to masses. Instead compassion leads him to tell his disciples: “The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.” 

Why did he pitied them? Because they were helpless, like sheep without shepherd. That might surprise us. We would expect masses of awoken, full of determination. Here I am, I am following you! But they are not full of strength, they are weak, tired. Who were these people? Who was in the masses? He who focused his strength on something and it didn’t bring the expectation. He who tried and failed. He who is not successful in his life. Poor, hungry, suffering, weeping. Yes, these are the “blessed” he was talking to.

Jesus sees harvest in those helpless masses. He looks at them, sees their helplessness and says: “The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few”. Before he compared the crowds to she eps without shepherd, helpless and lost, now he compares them to harvest ripe for the picking.

We know that there were all sorts of people in these masses, custom officers, prostitutes, sick, tired, helpless. Again and again we see this motive. There are people ripe for God around Jesus. Those who can understand that they need help. Nothing less, nothing more. There are no words about power, efficiency, courage. But it isn’t criticism of good people and households either. It is just information that rep for Jesus are those who know they need help and who seek it. Do we need help in our lives? Do we seek it?

The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few. The problem isn’t in the ripe masses. The problem is that no one cares about the harvest. Sheep without shepherd and plenteous harvest, but no one to reap it. Things that are started but not finished, something is here, but something important is missing. What to do?

Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest. Pray to Lord that someone reaps it. So it does not lay in waste. It is disgraceful when ripe harvest should lay in waste. Why do we consider it waste with harvest but not with people? Because we don’t see them? But Lord does see them. 

There are many people ripe for harvest. In church or outside many people have come to conclusion that they need help in their lives. There are many tired, many helpless. Many ripe to hear about God, ripe to accept God! There are many ripe to hear that they are not in this world by chance, that they don’t need to struggle with guilt and sin alone.

It is not pleasant to see them around us. To see that they exist and that no one is doing something with them. My father is always sad when he sees food that wasn’t reaped. “It’s a shame, it’s a shame”, I can hear him. But in the end, that’s just apples, next year there will be new. How much different it is with people? It hurts, because we somehow feel it should be us who should reap them. Or churches, priest and preachers. How to do it? How to do it so we are not closed here and the ripe ones in the houses around.

There were many sermons, courses, interviews how to not be so closed in churches, how to make ripe people hear about hope.But it seems that instead of hope being nearer to them, it is further instead. 

What to do? Don’t give up! Understand that it’s Chris’s desire that Lord of the harvest would send labourers to his harvest. Don’t be afraid to live how we live. Open up, invite. Just don’t be afraid of it. And pray that Lord send his labourers. So he can help us conquer our fears. So he pours hi Holy Spirit in our veins. And that we speak and live so people would let them be invited. To taste that it is actually good to be with God and that it is what they are missing.

Some might ask: “Why force christianity on people?”

The answer is simple. Because we are people and not animals. Because we were people in the moment God placed his Spirit in the animal called “hominid”. He could as well put it in the dolphin and we would now live in the water. Our biological shell does not differ from other species. We are born and we die the same way as dog or cat. And again the question: “Why to spread the word about God’s kingdom?”  Because of body? No! But because of Spirit which is lend to our body and then returns to God.

Human problem is who in us has the upper hand. Body or Spirit. God wanted our Body to give space to his Spirit voluntarily. But Body does not want to let Spirit lead. There were problems with this since the beginning. Even in paradise. So the lifespan was reduced, illness fell upon our kind. All of that so we can fell oldness. The time of our lives when our body is weak so we might at least feel Spirit little bit. But still it is our choice whether we want Body or Spirit to lead us. Spirit will be healthy in us only if we give him space. That’s why old preachers prayed with words: ”Lord, please make your Spirit claim his rights in us.” We give space to Spirit by letting Shepherd lead us. The masses were like sheep without shepherd. Their Spirit was weak.

Today we live among people of weak Spirit. They gave space to Body and fortune. But the Scripture tells us that money belongs to the Ceasar, Body to the ground and our Spirit to God. Civilisation is oriented on Body and money. Spirit is rejected. That’s why we see so many helpless people around us. They might have healthy Body, great fortune, but their Spirit is weak. “The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.” And Lord for sure will tell even to us: “Go.”

Amen

Prayer: 

Lord Jesus Christ, you give what no one else can. We ask thee, hear us when we ask you the following: 

“You are our Shepherd. Please remain him. To thee do we cry - oh, hear us.

Please give hope of gospel to those who does not want to hear it. To thee do we cry - oh, hear us.

We pray to you for the harassed and helpless. For those who are entangled in their plans and loops, and does not know how to get out. To thee do we cry - oh, hear us.

Please send labourers into your harvest. To thee do we cry - oh, hear us.

Show us how to conquer prejudices that pile up on us. To thee do we cry - oh, hear us.

Give both elected representatives and senators decide according to the principles of God’s kingdom.To thee do we cry - oh, hear us.

Give peace and hope in places where is war and terrible things are happening. In Syria, Iraq, Middle East, Ukraine. To thee do we cry - oh, hear us.”

Amen

