Othniel

Judges 3:1-11

That task of Old Testament people called “Judges” often get misinterpreted, because word “judge” is used only for judicial activities. But Ehud, Debora, Gedeon, Jefte and Samson, they all were ones of most interesting heroes of Israel. Not lawyers. Most of them were, at the first glance, ordinary people, who God used in extraordinary ways. Word “Judge” in hebrew means something more like a leader than a lawyer. These people were mostly military leaders gifted with God’s Spirit. For that reason they are also called “Saviours” and we can take them as Christ’s predecessors. Therefore let us not call them Judges, but Leaders instead. They were leaders of the people.

The age of Judges stretches across few centuries. From the death of Jushua until coronation of Saul. If we count up all chronological information from Book of Judges we get 390 years, that’s quite a lot, considering what changed in 400 years in our country.

On the one hand, not everyone can be a leader, on the other, not many people believe that Lord could use them and therefore they aren’t. People with little faith have usually low self-esteem. When they are feeling worthless, they don’t want to let God’s mercy to be seen through their work. Their prayers goes usually like this: “Lord, help me in my unbelief. Forgive me my little faith.”

Apologies for failing in Lord’s service aren’t pleasant for God. Lord wants all christians to grow in every aspect of life. It is called spiritual maturity. And that can be gained only through using our spiritual gifs, abilities and knowledge. When muscles aren’t used for long period they grow weaker. 

First leader who liberated Israel was Othniel. He was ordinary man, not a giant not a miracle maker. But he had something many people lacked. 

1. Othniel was faithful in little and therefore he was raised. We can read about Othniel and his deeds even before he became Judge. Joshua 15:16-17 And Caleb said, "The one who attacks Kiriath-sepher and captures it, I will give him Achsah my daughter as a wife.” Othniel the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, captured it; so he gave him Achsah his daughter as a wife. We might think it wasn’t a little thing. For us, office rats, it sure wouldn’t. But for longline warriors it probably was. Something similar to sending money from an account to another for us. Of course he might have died, but we could send our money on wrong account.

Othniel was faithful in little so Lord raised him to take greater duties. A fight against Cushan-Rishathaim. And that wasn’t a little thing. No one will be raised for bigger responsibility unless he proves himself worthy in less important tasks. Luke 16:10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.”

Othniel was following Lord with all his heart, soul, strength and mind. He had alive example right next to him. That’s a good advantage for man. he had his uncle Caleb. Faithful and brave uncle. Great impact is often caused by older siblings, or by parents. Caleb was together with Joshua one of the 12 scouts which did not take faith away from their people to conquer the land. Sadly, they were overlooked for all those sceptics and negativists, so their society wanted to stone them to death. Still they remained brave and God was with them. Not only they weren’t killed, but they overlooked all the others and as only ones from their generation of sceptics they actually crossed Jordan with new generation of “new wine” Othniel had this man next to him. We need someone to look up to. Heroes of faith, hope, truth and love.

2. Othniel was willing to risk. From faithfulness in little we are called for a greater tasks, which need courage and risk. Caleb was courageous when he with Joshua were willing to risk fighting for a promise land. Other 10 scouts were full of fear. The stories Caleb was telling became ideals and visions for Othniel. So Othniel became a man of courage, innovation and creativity. He wasn’t satisfied with sitting and waiting till someone tells him what to do. He entered into space no one else wanted to fill. He showed that he is willing to risk even his failure. We read: “The Spirit of the Lord came on him, so that he became Israel’s judge and went to war.” He overcome his doubts by trusting Lord. He believed that Lord will give hum success in situations which were new to him. Sometimes we need to be willing to do something new in our life. The God’s way needs to take risk, it needs to make new choices, and sometimes Lord leads us into whole new places, not only physical but spiritually as well.

It is hard to go somewhere where you haven’t been yet. It is hard to fight a battle you haven’t been fighting yet. It is hard to give your future in chance. To risk isn’t easy, but it is needed to achieve great thing in life. Someone once wrote: “Try to do such a great thing for God, that if there wasn’t God in it, it won’t happen.” We often point out faithfulness in little things. But that’s just the first part of what Jesus said. We forget that faithfulness in little means being given a greater task. His words does not glorify little things, we are not here to do them. His words are focused on great things, and prerequisite for them is faithfulness in little things. And we turn that into teaching about little things. But it is not humility what leads people into not becoming leaders and only trying to be those who drivel into it. It is conformity and laziness. But it is also fear from failure. That’s why I am talking about Othniel. One of the leader’s abilities is willingness to risk. Why? Because he is so clever that he can handle it? No. Because he trusts God.

3. Othniel was trusting God. It is not about having a success in service we are doing. It is needed to show that we are similar to Jesus in all areas of life in our speech, our behaviour, in love, in faith, in purity. Othniel refused to join the sceptic critiques who were having fun at his account as a leader. He was trusting God. He believed that God is able to fight for him and give people a victory. and so it happened. “The Lord gave Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram into the hands of Othniel, who overpowered him.” The leader will always have a lots of sceptics and opponents, who will not believe in his ability to do some thing. Let Lord fight your battles for you. He is able to lead you to victory.

The name Othniel means “My strength is God”. And that is what Othniel was. Willing to go into battle and risk everything for Lord and His plans. Only if we are willing to give all our lives into Lord’s arms, we are able to see all the greatness of Lord’s promises. Othniel had to fight not only against spiritual principalities, but also against flesh and blood. But today Ef 6:12 says that we: “have not the wrestling with blood and flesh, but with the principalities, with the authorities, with the world-rulers of the darkness of this age, with the spiritual things of the evil” Othniel let God use him and he never had to regret that. 

Summary: If we want to be useful for God, don’t forget that it cannot be done without being faithful in very little. Without risking failure, without faith that God gives that we cannot give. It is necessary that we believe that he has solution we don’t and always greater resources and possibilities to fulfil his plans with us. How you can be useful for God? Be faithful in very little. Be willing to risk. Trust God.

Amen
