NEW YEAR 2011

The story of Elijah on Carmel
1 King 18:41 – 19:11a

God's prophet Elijah. Good man. He believed the Lord and relied on him. And King Ahab. Sometimes bad, sometimes good, a little bit of a coward and a weakling. His wife Jezebel. Bad intriguer. Clearly against God, she doesn’t dissemble it at all. This is very likely how it will be also in 2011. There will appear people who are good and trustworthy, God listening. Loyal. There will be people neither fish nor fowl. Once nice and eager, another time unreliable and coward. And there will also be bad people. We will meet them all. They will also perceive us in one of these categories. We are not able to create our own world in which we meet only with nice and close ones.
Elijah's story offers us 7 reminders which we can hold like a handrail when entering the New Year.

1. We will fight. For every day, for every breath.

Elijah is fighting. He is fighting for Israel not rejecting the Lord. To confess him as their Lord. To return to the right way. It also awaits us. What will we fight with? With our own laziness. Doubts. With the distrust of our surroundings. With envy. We will fight against gossip. With illness. With grief. Watching the fight of our beloved ones struggling with addiction to alcohol. On drugs. As their marriage falls apart. We struggle with finances. How to get along. Someone with how to pay the mortgage. Just so that we knew and did not feel surprised. Yes, we will fight. For every day, for every breath.
2. We will experience victory.

Elias wins as well. It was a fantastic moment for him. Satisfaction. Elias managed to convince the king to convene a national day on which proves once and for all who is who. Whether God is Baal or the Lord. 400 prophets of Baal against the one God’s. Conditions of this duel are made: each side gets a bull and prepare a sacrifice on a wood. Whose sacrifice light of the fire and burn it, those God is the Lord. From morning to mid afternoon “Baal” was invoked by his prophets. They were stubbing, hopping, and nothing. Elijah was a tough guy, he also scoffed at them. Maybe your God is departed. Or sleep, or popped to the toilet. Then he let his sacrifice to pour water on three times until the canal around the altar was full of water. He prayed and fire came down despite of the water all around. It was a clear victory. All the people saw who is God. Not Baal, but the Lord. It is already clear once and for all!

We will win too. We can look forward to it. We will win some fight. Measures of what victory is will change. And we will find that even a wake up the next day is a big victory. Maybe even in matters of faith in God we will experience victory. We will witness baptisms of children and adults. Someone will tell us how he believes in God and how he is happy about how his life changed. The Holy Spirit will act and will show who the Lord is. For sure!
3. We will meet with arrogance.

Elijah rejoices. As one clear unambiguous winner he runs before Ahab’s chariot to Jerusalem. And he believes that a new phase of his life is beginning. Finally, no one will doubt who is God.
He is hardly disappointed. Queen Jezebel doesn’t care. Jezebel is the arrogant politician. She doesn’t care about what happened. She has her power. She issues a warrant against Elijah. Execute. And so while just now he was jogging full of happiness from Mount Caramel to Jerusalem, now he painfully flees back into the desert. Opposite direction than his nation once came to the promised land. As if it was over. What began then, ends now. The only prophet remained and he is haunted. It did not work. Infidelity, betrayal of agreements, non-respecting the law, the arrogance of power.
It will meet us too. We will believe that everything is clear and indisputable and someone wicked will kick the whole thing. Plans, agreements, contracts, dreams.
4. We may lose the itch to continue.
Elijah wants to end it. In the desert he came to the thorny bush and said - enough. Lord - I quit. Take my life. And he felt asleep. He cannot go on. There is no more convincing victory over the heathens than what happened on Carmel. And nothing happened, evil continues to prevail. The end.
I'm not suggesting that this will meet us, but if so, let's be prepared. Even the resignation will appear. Loved one dies. There is no reason to dress nicely, there's nothing to plan. There is no point in cooking dinner; croissant in the bag is enough too. Maybe we will be so sick that we will think of death. We will want it to end.
5. But God is here.
God enters into Elijah's life. Angel visited Elijah in a dream and told him: "Eat and drink." And behold, bread and a pitcher of water is near his head. He ate, drank and felt asleep. And again - eat and drink. And Elijah got up and went in the strength of this food for 40 days and 40 nights. Not yet in the right direction, but he went. He was able to go on. He continues even though he wanted to quit. He overcame resignation. Literally, with God's help.
God enters our run too. Certainly. Count on it. He gives bread, he gives wine, and he gives his son. The food is prepared where our powers go beyond. Angels are here as well and will be also in 2011. They will come, address, encourage or admonish. They will deliver God's word. They will give the strength to rise up and go on.
6. It is in our interest to listen to what God says.

Elijah is hiding in a cave. He receives an order. Go out, God will pass by. A hurricane wind ripped through the mountains and shattered the rocks before God, but God wasn't to be found in the wind; after the wind an earthquake, but God wasn't in the earthquake; and after the earthquake fire, but God wasn't in the fire; and after the fire a gentle and quiet whisper.
Let’s not be too noisy in this New Year. To hear the quiet and gentle voice. The voice did not disappear. Just as God did never disappear and will not in the New Year. He still speaks. It is in our interest to listen to him.
7. God will bring us back to life.

Word of the Lord was: "Elijah, what are you doing here!" Elijah describes his situation - „I’ve been working my heart out for God, but now I'm the only one left, and now they're trying to kill me." And the Lord says - "Go, get back your way." You're not alone. I will retain 7000 loyal in Israel.

Maybe we'll moan a little someday. It's not what it used to be. Nobody understands us. We are alone. The voice of God will bring us back to life. You're not alone. Do not self-pity. There are a lot of people around you who believe too, they search too. They are not all bad; it's not that all of them are stealing, that all of them are addicted to consumerism. Go back to real life; there are a lot of people who are doing the same as you! They are searching, they believe in God, they pray and ask.
And so can the story of Elijah help us:
· We will fight. For every day, for every breath.

· We will experience victory.

· We will meet with arrogance.

· We may lose the itch to continue.
· But God is here.
· It is in our interest to listen to what God says.

· God will bring us back to life.

AMEN
