NEW YEAR’S VERSE FOR THE CHURCH IN 2012

„Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.“  John 14:13
It is well-known verse set in the context of the farewell of the Lord Jesus Christ with his disciples. He tells them that he goes to the Father, that he won’t see them for a while and then he will see them and then he will ask his Father in Heaven to send them an intercessor - Holy Comforter. And between the sentence that he goes to the Father and the sentence that the Holy Spirit will be sent, follows our verse. I don’t want to overestimate the sequence of these statements. I don’t want to say that this promise was true only for a short limited time period between the ascension of the Lord and the outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost, but I note that some explanation for why this verse doesn’t work today must exist. It is a well-known verse and we must ask the unpleasant question: "WHY THIS JESUS’ PROMISE DOESN’T WORK TODAY?" Was it limited by time? Until the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost? Or did we make a mistake somewhere? There are several reasons:

1) Perhaps it was only temporary. Maybe it was about making disciples, who don’t have inner assurance of the Holy Spirit yet, to have external assurance that Jesus will do what they ask for. And God the Father to be glorified by wonders and miracles and people believe the disciples that it’s true about Jesus. This verse does not apply after Pentecost.
2) But perhaps the word applies to us today. But then we make a mistake somewhere. Maybe we ask for the bad things. Things through which God cannot be glorified. When we ask selfishly, if we are concerned only about our own profit and selfish benefit. God is not glorified by this and the promise doesn’t work. We are a little confused by word that is in all translations. The word: "Whatever you ask..." It seems that it means "anything." Perhaps "The Golden Calf." Would we get them indeed? Of course not. God cannot give us anything that is against his will. But Lord Jesus is not expecting that his disciples would ask for something like that. He tells them "Whatever you ask..." when Judas was not with them. He speaks about the glorification of the Son of God for the first time in the previous chapter, in connection with Judas going out. In the previous 13th chapter is written: "Therefore when he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in Him; if God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself, and will glorify Him immediately." John 13:31-32. At that moment only those stayed with Jesus who will not ask for anything that God is unable or unwilling to give. So then everything they ask God can do and will do. He shall do signs and wonders so that other people could see, be amazed and believe God as their Father. Then the Father will be glorified in the Son. And what about us? Possible mistake we make is that in our prayers we don’t primarily want God to be glorified by what we want. It’s about us.

3) But perhaps we ask the wrong way. The cited verse is associated with another place where Jesus teaches his disciples to pray. Jesus says to the disciples that so far they asked for nothing in his name. When they use this name, their prayers will have completely different weight before God than before. It smacks of a little magic with Jesus' name. But Jesus didn’t mean so. The third commandment from ten was and is still true and valid: “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain“. God has revealed himself to us in his Son. So the name of Jesus is surely God's name, which is banned to abuse. It is the name above every name, before which every knee shall bow and every tongue shall once declare that he is the Lord. Hence God hears to the name "Jesus". God respond to this name. Let's be careful before we use this name. With this name we touch God’s most sensitive place. But at the same time, don’t forget to use it. God hears to this name what he otherwise wouldn’t. For this name he even forgives sins he wouldn’t otherwise forgive. And thanks to this name he prepared the accommodation in heaven with an unprecedented capacity of beds.
So we have three options why this verse doesn’t work for us: 1) It was valid only for a limited time, or 2) we ask for things through which God cannot be glorified, or 3) we ask with wrong formulation. To the formulation. Actually, it is not a formula with name "Jesus" that we say. It is a relationship that we have with Jesus. God looks at whether our relationship to his Son is personal, honest, deep and fervent. Whether the name Jesus, through which we ask, is above all the treasures of the world to us. Whether we love Jesus with all the heart, with all the strength and with the whole soul. Only then we ask in Jesus' name, in which the heavenly Father hears our prayers.
I believe that if we fulfill these three options, this verse will also work for us. Then what we ask will happen. I know one girl – the prayers of elders made some parts of her brain grown in her three months. Medically confirmed and documented. It was the same miracle as if a cut off hand would grow back to you. Surely, God is not automat for fulfilled wishes. It is Almighty God the Creator, who hears according to his will, but also according to our wishes. And we never know in advance what will happen. Therefore, it is always worthy to pray, as later did the Apostles when they were alone, without Jesus.

I’m sure that in year 2012 we have many things to improve in our prayer life. As personal, as the entire church. After all, we pray so very little. In families or in the church. We miss prayer fight. We miss effort. We cease to pray for a certain things after a while, if we ever began with them. We cannot be persistent in prayers. We cannot beat on the heavenly gates and we quickly say that God will not hear us. This suggests our little faith and little endurance. The fact that we don’t care much about God's things, even though we are able to strive for the things of this world with vigor. New Year's verse seems saying to us: "You hardly ever pray."
I'm not saying this to you today as someone who wants to teach you something and criticize. You know that we are to one another living blocks of the spiritual building, the living image of Christ and an example. So when you don’t see it on me, you don’t do it. And then again the other one don’t see it on you and eventually nobody does it. However, our prayers should be imbued with faith, hope and love. And this year we should step on it a lot.
But I don’t want just to criticize at the beginning of a new year. I also want to comfort and encourage. There’s also something among us that is exemplary, and what other churches envy us. It is a relatively large tolerance, broad heart and understanding to all who fall into some problems. I mean problems with morality and faith. We don’t write off these people immediately as elsewhere. We have compassion with them, patience and hope elsewhere unprecedented. We can accept the returning prodigal son or daughter back. We can get over things as how he looks, what he wears or from which family he is. We don’t evaluate by appearance. We are trying to find a heart that seeks God. Please preserve this. That understanding love that doesn’t judge or reject.
And then there's the thing with children. People are returning to our church because we are especially dedicated to small and larger children. They want their little ones to be surrounded by believing children and people that influence them. And so they are willing to sacrifice even a long way to our church for their children, even though they wouldn’t sacrifice that for themselves. Therefore, let’s be encouraged and intensify what we are good at and what God blesses. But add some more effort in prayers that we are missing. So this new year 2012 could be concluded with our astonishment that the Lord God made something of what we asked for. Amen
