9.1.2011


New Year’s motto 2011

1John 2:12 I remind you, my dear children: Your sins are forgiven in Jesus' name.
Let's imagine for a moment that it's business communication. Instead of the word "children" you say the word "our clients" and instead of the word "sin" substitute it with the word "debts". Sin is still such a debt. "I remind you, our clients that your debts are forgiven for his name."


Perhaps it will surprise us, we will be suspicious, we will want to know if this is not a joke, we will want to know what lies behind it and how much is it going to cost us. We will want to know that "his name" for which it has happened.

Or let’s imagine that this is the communication of the director of the school. Instead of the word "children" substitute it with the word "failing and expostulating." Sin is still such forfeiture. Then it will sound: "I remind you, failing and expostulating, that the punishments are forgiven you for his name."
We have substituted the word "sin" with the word "punishment". Did we do a mistake when we directly wrote "punishments"? In Bible we read about forgiveness of sins, debt and guilt, but no mention of punishments. We did not, because where there is no sin, there is no punishment. And where is the sin there is punishment.

So after joy that will overcome failing and expostulating children, they will also want to know the name that makes it happens. Likewise the chief priests and scribes wanted to know the name by which the blind’s eyes were opened and the lame was healed.

Or try to imagine the communication of Health Insurance Company. Instead of the word "sin" let’s say the word "illness". Sin is still such an illness. "I write to you, insured, that your illnesses are healed for his name."
Maybe now we’ll begin to examine whether this is true. We will want to see our current radiograms, blood results, and when we persuade, we will want the same as previous ones, to know the name of the person by whom it happened.

But sin is more serious than debt. It is more problematic than the forfeiture and is heavier than the disease. Sin induces eternal death. The penalty for sin is death of our soul, as the Bible says. But words: "eternity", "soul" and "death as a punishment for sin" are the terms beyond our horizon and our ability to feel them. And yet they exist. Not everything we see is real and not everything we don’t see really doesn’t exist.
If we proceed to the next years of our lives without admonition, without debts and illnesses, it's liberating. A new beginning, not where I’m not known, but a new beginning with effaced debt where they know me and where I know others. There’s nothing more beautiful in life than this. Even a small child knows that when mom is angry, it’s going to be bad, but when he forgets it and smiles again, everything around lights up, even if it was black night.
In our adult world it’s a little bit more complicated, but no more than "a little". The same principles, albeit in more complicated relationships over longer time intervals. Not everything is healed from day to day, not everything can be fixed with an apology and not everything is forgiven by us just like that. And yet the same principle works as for children, only over longer time horizons. Therefore is addressing the "children". From God's view our times are still just short segments of God’s clock and our thinking is thinking of children.


And we need forgiveness, debt erasure, faults correction, encouragement, healing, a kind word, and empowerment. We need to hear something nice, not still that thousands of people are giving notice, that the car crashed and how many are dead, who burgled something and who’s going to pay for it. No cute animal from the ZOO can fix what was written in newspapers or said in TV. That’s why it is good not to listen to those who want to harm you with words and call it "right to information" and on the contrary to take interest in that "name" for which sins, debt, guilt are forgiven and illnesses are healed.
There is no need to say that name here. At this assembly we always talk about the same name. We do monothematic meetings, monothematic preaching and have monothematic thinking. As the children in Sunday school. Is it wrong? Life is supposed to be varied. One same food, even good once is disgusting for a 150th time. It holds true that "for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved." It is a familiar name for which your sins are forgiven.


There is only one and nobody else was found in whom we would be saved. No. Would you like to go on a cross for someone else? Not for myself and definitely not for others. You cannot find another fool. Because in the eyes of the people it is the foolishness of God, as written by Apostle Paul. Greeks were seeking for wisdom and the Jews for miracles and we are looking for both, but the one sent by God is, both for them and for us, foolishness.
What is this New Year's motto telling us? That there is just one name that you should look for, one way to salvation and one faith which brings forgiveness of sins. "Stay within your religion." Before God they all have sinned for sure and are far from the glory of God. Me, you, everyone. But not everyone is dealing with it. Is there a way to live here on earth with it? Yes, it is possible, but only here on earth. For someone it’s enough. Not for me. And you?
Interpretations of this verse says that the Apostle John distinguishes different levels of spiritual maturity, so in the following verses he speaks to "father" and also "young man" and says something else to each group of believers. But faith is not complicated. People made it complicated. God simplified his presence for us to a man like us, who dwelt among us, was in the world, even though he was not from the world. And everyone can understand that man. Child, Youth, fathers and mothers and old men. And you and me. His name is written in your heart.
AMEN

