DON’T CLING TO ME…

John 20:1-18

Tonightangelssaidto womenat the tombof the risenJesusthat He goes ahead of His disciples–what meansthat He alsogoes ahead of us.Johnthe Evangelistthinks through thisrumorfurther.


At Christmaswe celebrate theIncarnation ofthe Son of God. God comesamongus.He becomes oneof us.Mary and Joseph carrybaby Jesusin their arms. Other peopletouchHimatHis birth. Simeonin the templeor thepersonperformingthe circumcision.ButJesus won’t allow MaryMagdaleneto touch Him on Eastermorning.Althoughshewouldlike todo it so much...make sureof Hiscloseness...to showHim herlove."Don't cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father,"Jesustells her.

Resurrection is the event of a new order that actually doesn’t belong to our world. Author of Hebrews describes Jesus' priestly service, which wasfulfilled at Easter, with these words: "But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation." (Hebr 9:11) Two things are said here:


1) Stand into which Christ enters with His sacrifice and resurrectiondoes not belong to a creature that we see all around... in nature, in the people around us, on the night sky. It is much bigger and better than our world. It is a new creation that begins with His resurrection.


2) And the second thing thatthis verse from Hebrews says is that it brings us "future good". Christ's resurrection is the basis of what we profess with the words of the Credo"resurrection of the body." It's a fact we always touch only in faith and hope.

And at the same time this fact is already present. The risen Jesus is among us but we cannot touch Him with our hands in terms of "I don’t believe until I touch". While disciple Thomas was later asked by Jesus to touch, but the evangelist doesn’t write whetherThomas really touched. He writes that he believed. That is essential.

To understand... I'm not saying that Jesus' resurrection was only virtual. Liberal theologians like to say that, that Jesus supposedly rose "to the faith" of His disciples. But what if no one believed? Jesus perhaps wouldn’t rise? No, the resurrection of Jesus is God's act, it happened and it is a new creature and doesn’t depend on us and on our faith. But the truth is that we can perceive it only by faith.
And faith and hope are sisters. Because, as says the author of Hebrews in chapter 11, "Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen." The future as demonstrated by hope is present in faith as in the bud; as in the seed which will once arise and grow.

Mary Magdalene cannot touch Jesus because he still did not ascend to the Father. Even we have not ascended to the Father and remain very painfully connected with this old and dying world. The future still remains our future as a large tree just yet hidden in small seeds.
And here are John's words:“I ascend to My Father and your Father, and My God and your God,"and Matthew’s “He’s going ahead of you” from last night gets even deeper dimension. Christmas is the holiday of God’s birth to man, but Easter is a holiday of the human birth to God. At Christmas God in Jesus comes to us, at Easter, however, He goes ahead of us and gives us participation in the new creation, a new world, new life which is based on resurrection of Christ. In faith and hope we seem straddled between this and futureworld. So the Kingdom of God is and is not among us.

So far Jesus goes ahead of us, He precedes us. Like He preceded us in the suffering and death, He precedes us in the resurrection. He’s the first who rose from the dead, but not the only one. He goes ahead of us and we will follow Him in faith.
Jan Čep wrote that the true hope begins when we give up all worldly hope. But this real hope is our bond – Scripture uses the image of the anchor –with the future world. It's a little more than optimism or hope that things will turn out well. It’s about salvation, which is the ultimate object of our hope. It connects us with something real and present, but what is not seen. Nevertheless our hope is seen. World around us sees it on our faces and inour actions. They can read it at the first sight whether our lives have a wider dimension, higher principle, deeper meaning, whether we know where we came from and where we go. If they can see it in our actions, the words that the Apostle Paul wrote alsoapply to us: "Hope that is seen is not hope."Romans 8:24
Our life is like a ridein a curve. We don’t see behind it yet, but we already drive from it and gaze at what we see behind it. And the sign that shows us the way home is Christ's resurrection. An empty grave is like a thousand fluttering white headscarves assuring that the Lord is raised. That he really rose from the dead... and you... so you can get off your train... and go... home.
Dear Father in heaven,

You raised Your Son from the dead.

We thank you for that and we ask you:

Transform us with the power of His resurrection,

So we could be liberated from the prison of death and live for You,
praise You and celebrate the communion of all Thy redeemed.

The glorybelongsTo Youforever.

Amen
