Sunday of eternity

Hb 10:19-25

Dear sesters, dear brothers. Today is the last Sunday of the Church year. This Sunday is called Sunday of eternity. Today we are to encourage each other that one day will be the last. It will be the end not only of the Church year but laso the end of our lives and the end of everything that§s perishable. We are to ask ourselves whether we are prepared for eternity.

There could be many way how to speak about eternity. But I would like to speak today about eternity in the context of a spiritual growth of a man. Our faith is either being strengthened or weakened. If we want to be prepared for eternity we need our faith to grow. And that's today's passage is talking about: 

Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)

And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. (Hb 10:23-25)

Let's have a look at what the Holy Spirit is telling us here through the writer of the letter of Hebrew. It start with a challenge: Let us hold fast the profession (in Czech hope) of our faith without wavering;

What kind of hope is he talking about? It is a hopeful look forward. Into the near as well as distant future. The word “hope” is always connected with eternity. Soo it means that if we want to be prepared for eternity we need to hold fast to the gospel. And it also tells us why we can believe it. We read: “(for he is faithful that promised;)” God gives us a hope. We can believe it because this hope is unshakable, because God if faithful.

We live in an age where many people give us hope. But is is often a false hope. Families that are in financial difficulties are offered a hope in the form of a quick loan. But often it leads only to even more serious problems. Alcoholics give hopes to their families that they will never touch a glass again but in most cases they fail. All sorts of products promise a quick and miraculous loss of weight but many people have no success in it anyway. These hopes come to nothing. These promises don't require our participation. 

The following words, though, are describing our participation in hope. Participation in eternity. It is not a hope without us taking part in it. It talks here about what is expected of people that have hope in Christ. These people ought to have interest in one another within a Church community. If they  should be really interested in each other they need to have a relationship with each other. Healthy relationships. This involves forgiveness, humility and other factors. We will consider now today's text. It gives us three particular pieces of advice. 

Advise 1: Encourage each other to love and good deeds

Sometimes we think that if we want to have good relationships with each other we mustn't be in cross with anybody.  But that's not enough. We read: “encourage each other to love and good deeds” (v.24) We need to encourage each other in particular to love and to doing good. Who should be the object of love? Definitely God. Definitely brothers and sister in Christ. Definitely all people around us including enemies. This we know from God's word. And to this love we need to encourage each other. And we also should encourage each other to doing good. To activity according to God's will. So this is what healthy relationships look like in practice. And from this text it is clear that the encouraging is not only up to the pastor. Nor does it say that encouragining is only activity for those who have the gift of encouragement. This text says that this is a service we need to do for each other. 

Why is this encouragement so important? Maybe hearing it from the pulpit would be enough. It is important because God has created us as a relational beings. And so if this encouragement is delivered in the context of deep relationship it has much greater power. And because it is such an important ingredient to our life the Bible says “encourage each other to love and good deeds”

Advise 2: Let us not neglect congregating

This is the second advise we read in our text. The good relationships, good deeds and applying love need our presence at our Church congregations. Today, in the age of media, we often hear: “I don't need to go to Church. I can listen to sermon online or in a radio.” But Church is not  only listening of a sermon. Of course, preaching of God's word is central to our meetings. But is is not everything. How can I show my interest in other people if I stay at home? How can I encourage them to love and good deeds? Radio sermons are good for those who cannot move and walk to the Church. Not for those who can go to Church but don't. 

This second advise is clear and doesn't need much explanation. “Do not neglect common meeting, as some are in the habit of doing”. (v.25) Notice the note. “as some are in the habit of doing” (NIV). It indicates that it can easily become a habit. It doesn't take long and it no longer is strange. It is not difficult for such people to become occasional visitors. It is easy to happen. It doesn't take long for a return to become difficult. 

Advice 3: Rebuke each other

Here is the third and the last advice: “but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.” (v.25) Exhorting from a pulpit is impersonal and cold. It can be cold when you say it personally as well. But if you come to someone you haven't seen here for a long time and you express to him/her that you were worried for him. You ask him how he is doing and how you can help and pray that is a total different way of exhortation although it is still a exhortation. 

This is how we are to exhort each other. Our interest in each other shows itself also by our exhortation of each other. And again, here is very important our motivation. Do we exhort each other to show how bad the other person is or to help him? A wise man takes rebuke well. He will say to himself: “Thank God, that someone cares for me.” This is why we need to exhort each other. And I think one of the reasons we are to do it is to learn humility. To accept rebuke need a great deal of humility. And we all need humility so much. 

The other dimension of congregation is the fact that we love each other so much as to be moved when someone is in sin. That's why we have to go and with all humility, love, wisdom and prayer speak to that person. And again, this cannot be on shoulders of pastor or the eldership. I would even say that their role comes when the first conversation didn't have any effect. Exhortation must be our service to each other. 

So we have talked about our interest for each other. But it is not a matter of Sunday services. And so I want to flag out the significance of home groups, youthgroup meetings, senior meetings etc. Because they offer much more space for that. Even today I want to encourage you, do be coming to the Church services. This is the space for dialogue and exchange of opinions. 

The text ends with the words: “but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.” (v.25) 

Today we have the hope of eternity. We remind each other of the coming of Christ. Let us have a true interest  in each other and by doing so help us grow spiritually.

Amen

