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IMPLICIT FOLLOWING


Acts 5:1-6 (Ananias)

Luke 9:57-61 (the plow)
Mark 10:17-31 (a rich young man +100 times more)


Matters of God’s Kingdom require absolute priority. Before you start jumping from your pews and feeling manipulated, wait and look at what Jesus really said: "If anyone wishes to come after me, that’s how the sentence begins! Therefore, the absolute first priority is not for those who don’t want to follow him. These words are addressed only to those who have decided to go after him. They are addressed to us. For those who want to go after him is not possible to take it just as hobby for free time, a relaxation center of the soul where you either go to or not, according to the mood you wake up in the morning. Therefore, whoever wants to follow Jesus, the matters of God's Kingdom must become top-priority. If he shoves off and then looks back, he is not capable to go his way.
Why? Because the way to Jesus requires implicit following. Why? Because Jesus gave everything he had and those who follow Jesus cannot give just the crumbs that fall from the full table. You cannot offer to God just what you don’t need anymore, just what is left, just what you don’t want anymore.
One woman once said to a preacher that she bought a new vacuum cleaner and that the old one is still usable and would suffice in the church. I don’t want to say that the needs of the church are the needs of God's kingdom. God wants from us other things than just go to church regularly and take care of its costs. I'm concerned about woman’s attitude with that vacuum cleaner. Not about vacuum cleaner itself. It’s the attitude of Sapphira and Ananias. But without the lie they were punished for. It differs from the attitude of others who have given everything to God. Peter tells them: "No one is forcing you to do so." You don’t have to give anything, but if you want, it's a good decision, but then give everything with absolute priority and not just the remnants you don’t need anymore. Apply Jesus' words: “No one, after putting his hand to the plow and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God”.
PLOW. Probably none of us ever plough with a plow. I have heard, however, that plowing with the plow behind a yoked horse requires full attention. It is necessary to look and with hands put the plow back to the furrow. There are various obstacles in it, harder and softer clay, stones, etc. Plow bounces. A man who is looking back on the already done furrow is exiting from the furrow which he’s plowing now. If a person wants to look back, there's still nothing wrong with it, but the person that constantly looks back has a problem: He’s not eligible for the kingdom of God. This is a man who monitors his previous spiritual merits, who calculates that for what he has plowed he’ll receive some reward, who evaluates what is behind him more than focusing on what is before him.
FURROW. This is our way of life. Someone furrow through the life gently and considerately, the other is like a bulldozer. But everyone is leaving some trail behind. It’s not to us, constantly looking back at it. We need to concentrate on the new one, which we are still furrowing, so we won’t hasher it. 
HAND ON THE PLOW. It means to yoke the horses, take the plow by the handlebars and command "giddy". Who do this, shouldn’t look back. For our relationship with the Lord it means that you cannot serve two masters simultaneously. God and property. 
Look at this rich young man. Similarly, you cannot be religious person one time and religion less the other time. You cannot play both sides. Blue before the Christians and green before non-Christians. Things of the God’s kingdom cannot be just a hobby and relax for you. I do not know how it is elsewhere, but here in our country it has become a tradition to take pride in voluntary of faith, to emphasize its freedom, to appreciate that feature which says that God does not force us into anything, that he has open arms and is offering his hand, from which we can accept the offer or not. That we may fall into his arms or not. Pragmatically it appears that when we are full of worries, we’re glad to fall into God's arms, and when we are strong, we don’t need his arms. When we lose something, we take from his offer, but when we have enough, we won’t take his offered gifts. In short, if we want to, we go, and if we don’t, we stay at home.
VOLUNTARINESS is surely in God’s plan with us! God created us for freedom and voluntariness. But it cannot be done once some way and sometimes otherwise. Then it’s no longer voluntariness, it’s cunning of Ananias and Sapphira. God didn’t create us to it. Therefore, to a man who would like to go to Jesus but must first say goodbye to everyone, the Lord says: "Impossible!" Who once join the army, must fight. Who once sign up to school, must study. Who once bear a child, must take care of him. Who get married, should be a husband. You cannot make it like this: on Monday be a loving husband, on Tuesday just a little bit, on Wednesday get some rest from marriage, on Thursday act like a single, on Friday deny the whole family and play the childless widower, on Saturday come to the family table with the expectation that everyone will kiss you will smile as a good father and on Sunday at the church act the role of religious and exemplary husband. And because there are valid certain rules about things that we know in this world, those rules apply even more to matters of God's kingdom. "Who wants to follow me," says the Lord, "must go after me." Even if something as fundamental as the funeral of his own father should delay him.
After this sermon you will feel that you have to do more for God, that he’s giving you another loads, that you are not competent for the kingdom of God, etc. Do you really think that your heavenly Father wants you to worry about even more responsibilities and burdens? No! Jesus came so we can have joy and live life in the full joy of heaven. You have to find out by yourself that "you have tribulation" in the world. You have to find out by yourself that "Jesus overcame the world" and that going after him is the way of joy. You need to stop praying over "the pods from the swine" for you to have them more and like them more, and you have to remember that "in the house of your heavenly father is enough bread and you and your soul in this world are dying of hunger". That what brings you misery and burdens is not "your faith", but your "hopping on both sides". This continual changing of disguises is very exhausting. It is far freer to look still the same. Not to play religious when I'm not. And not to play the non-religious when I am religious. Our suffering does not rise from the fact that we have decided for the religious and disciplined life, but from that we want something from both lives. That we are not 100% for religious life and we alternate it one way and sometimes another. The Bible speaks clearly. It says: “It is the blessing of the Lord that makes rich, and He adds no sorrow to it.” Proverbs 10:22.

Those who got to the Lord Jesus Christ are asking his master what reward awaits them. Surprisingly, the Lord doesn’t say: “Let your self-serving questions”, but the truth: "100 times more on this earth and eternal life in heaven." 
Amen
