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AT YOUR WORD – LORD – I WILL LET DOWN THE NETS

Luke 5:1-11
Dear Brothers and Sisters, we have a picture of everyday life in front of us. The fishermen came to shore and are washing their nets. Other people are pushing to hear a man who came from somewhere out of Nazareth. Someone cares. Others, however, have their own work. It is the same today. When the word of God is preaching, some people listen eagerly, but others do not care. But we cannot say that those who are pushing around Jesus are automatically more religious. What if someone really doesn’t understand? Or maybe someone rebelled against the Church. Maybe he thinks that it’s not for him. When someone doesn’t care for faith, mostly it’s not his fault. Some people believe and others don’t. Jesus, however, is able to open every heart. He doesn’t see only those who are eagerly pushing around him. He notices also those who stand aside. He can get over all of us.
He comes differently than we expected. He doesn’t want to force us to belief. He wants us to become his friends and colleagues. We do not ask him, but he, the Son of God, asks us. Have you ever seen God asking for something? Son of God in today's reading of Peter asks. He calls: "Peter, please help me. I need your boat." And so today, he also calls: "Peter, Jane, George, Eva, Katherine, Nina, David, Tom, Anna… Please help me. I cannot do it without you. To be able to help this world, I need your hands, your dedication, and your time. Without you people won’t see and hear me." If God came as Lord, maybe we would bow before him, but we probably would not let him into our lives. Each of us wants to arrange life on our own. That’s why so many people when they hear about God today, they try to avoid him. But in today's text we read about God's Son who comes with empty hands and is asking for help. He could be easily refused. But why? Let him borrow our boat! At least we won’t be useless today. When we caught nothing all night, at least some other people will be happy from our own boat.
And that’s how it happened. Peter asked Jesus to come into his life without even knowing it. By borrowing him his boat. That’s how it all began. He wanted to help needed and behold... he accepted God that changed his whole life. "... as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me..." It can be similar with us. Do not expect God thundering from the heaven. Do not wait for God that will command you, order or dictate something. Lord God will come to you today as quite an ordinary man who will need something from you. Do not refuse him. You would miss a lot.
While Jesus was preaching, Peter focused on his nets. Who knows how attentively he was listening. When Jesus preached to the crowds, he cast glances at Peter, who was controlling the nets. When Jesus had finished, instead of thank Peter and walk away, he said: "Push out into deep water and let your nets out for a catch." It would appear that Jesus was not interested in anything else than God's kingdom. He’s the Preacher, Rabbi, Teacher, and he’s preaching. Peter is a fisherman and he’s fishing. What have these two in common? It seems like nothing, but it’s not true. They have everything in common. Peter belongs to Jesus and Jesus belongs to Peter. Jesus knows it. Peter not yet. Jesus knows exactly what is troubling Peter. They were fishing all night, but in vain. Jesus doesn’t just do religious talk. He knows about our everyday worries. He is interested in our work, our problems at school and at work. He knows about everything we cannot manage and handle. Nothing human is foreign to him. He came to free us from the worries. But there is a hitch. You know how much work it is - to clean and fold the fishing nets? Now imagine that when you’re finally done, someone tells you to take it out again and soak into water. And that's the hitch. Our belief or disbelief. Obedience or defiance. Willingness or indifference. And Peter has to go on the depth. Swarms of fishes have always held more in the shallows. Every child of a fisherman knows that.
What Jesus advises to us often oppose our experience. At first glance it usually doesn’t make sense. What we read in the Bible and hear from the pulpit often seems to be unnecessary. "To forgive, to believe, to pray, to hope, not to give up, wait for God's help." We've heard that many times and tried many times and nothing has changed. And yet it is worth it, try it again! Peter goes into it. "At your word, O Lord, I will let down the nets – for the 101st time". That’s how the faith begins. When a man doesn’t want to do anything and yet he does it.
And here Jesus' power begins. In fact that he can arouse us from our tiredness and indifference. To believe Jesus Christ means that despite all the disappointments and exhaustion we upraise and do what we would give up by ourselves long time ago. And suddenly miracles happen in front of Peter. A net full of fish. Each of us has experienced something like this. But we don’t know how to talk about it. And we forget it soon. How many times the word of God changed and roused us. How many wonders we witnessed in our lives. If the man is left to himself, it would be sad and monotonous life. Scripture, however, can always inspire us. And who believes it, like Peter, will once again shove off the shore. And believe me or not, it's worth it to be sometimes crazy about Jesus.
This successful fishing is not the end, but just the beginning. Miracles happen and the fish are not the issue here. On shore there remained a pile of them which people divided. Peter is thinking of something else. He realized that the man who borrowed boat is not just an ordinary man. He comes to a recognition that the unknown came from God. That the one who was sitting in his boat knows everything about him. He knows his whole history. Peter is scared and says with anxiety in his voice: "Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man. I'm scared of you. I could not live with you." 
Encounter with God is really no fun. At that moment a man shudders to the bone. Who's never been afraid of God, who wasn’t scared when realizing his sinfulness and misery, that one has the terrible moment yet to come. Faith is not just praise and joy. Faith is also a moment of anxiety. When the Lord God hears our prayers, man is full of joy first. But then the fear overtakes him. "What shall I do now? What other plans have God with me. How can I serve him? After all, I’m not ready. You better leave me, Lord, alone. I don’t want to change. I'd rather continue fishing." 

But Jesus really needs us. He understands our confusion and anxiety and therefore he says each of us: "Don’t worry. I know you. I know that you don’t want and you're scared of me. I know that you would like to hide in the crowd. But I need fishermen. Fishermen of men. I seek helpers who will let down the nets to save everyone who is drowning. You can do it, because you've experienced it by yourself." And then each of us must decide. This offer can be rejected, but to know Jesus and not to go after him would be the biggest mistake we can make in life.
At the end we read that the three left everything there and followed him. To tell the truth, they didn’t leave their job or the family. Follow Jesus doesn’t mean to run away from responsibility. But one must learn to give Jesus Christ priority over everything else. Over the family, over the work, over the comfort. Who doesn’t know that, will lose Jesus Christ sooner or later. Christian is not a fanatic. He doesn’t have to leave and reject everything because of faith. But when I know that Jesus needs me, I must be prepared to get up and go. Right now. Even if I had to come down from this pulpit. When the Lord opens the door, you need to enter them. Because these doors can close very quickly and none of us knows whether they will ever open again.
Conclusion: Jesus is special. We won’t meet anybody like him. There will be many impressive ads. Some people would like to take advantage of us. But only one gave up all benefits and came to us really out of love. He could change us with his power. He could get us with a few cheap tricks. But he came as an ordinary, powerless man who needs our help. He offered us his loyalty and life purpose. And if we imagine that we could lose this, we cannot imagine how else to live. 



Amen
