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SHOWERED WITH BLESSING
- 3rd Advent Sunday –


Luke 1:26-38 Christianity for centuries glorify Mary as the mother of Jesus Christ. She’s the one who gave birth to a son of God. Respect for Mary is absolutely right. But respect is something else than worship. If Christianity glorifies Mary for her holiness, purity and perfection, if she’s the direction of our prayers and supplications for mercy, then it's more than respect. Then it is worship. The Evangelical world award Mary the respect as Mother of God’s son, but we defend worship her. Why? The answer to this question can be found when we ask: Who is Mary? Let’s seek for the answer in the Bible.
Eloquently, the Bible makes no reference to Mary's birth and reveals only a little of her life. She lived in Nazareth and was betrothed to a man named Joseph of David’s tribe. Only Evangelists Matthew and Luke speak of her as a virgin, which also means a young woman in general. We do not know to what extent Mary was honest, perfect and impeccable. Evangelists do not write anything about her being exceptional. Something extraordinary about her is heard from the mouth of God's angel: “Greetings, favored one!” Extraordinarily at Mary is just that she was showered with God's mercy. Although it is quite an ordinary girl, God has stated her appropriate to become the mother of the Redeemer. He chose her and engaged her into his redemptive plans, as he involved a tiny Jewish nation, a royal house of David, the former shepherd of sheeps, or an old husbands Elizabeth and Zechariah, who became the parents of the Savior's predecessor, John the Baptist. None of them were exceptional figures, and yet God chose them to eventualize his plans. Similarly with an ordinary girl, Mary. Also, she is an example that God does not choose a brilliant individuals or media stars for his plans, but he leans towards simple and slight, ordinary people.
And here we probably want to put the word "to us" - ordinary people. Right?! But we are mistaken about ourselves. In the eyes of a man sleeping in freeze under the blanket in front of the church no one of us is just "ordinary". In the eyes of a starving Somalis even no one from the people of the Czech Republic is "ordinary", even the homeless person. We are extraordinary for them. Extremely happy, extremely full, extremely healthy. I don’t say this because I want you to have an uneasy conscience; I say this more because we need to realize that none of us would probably be chosen by God as Mary and Joseph, to raise his son. Because God didn’t want to send him to the royal palace to some rich people. Therefore, even today he would put his child to the crèche to some really ordinary people. And we're not. But the joy for us may be that he redeemed not only ordinary people, but even the most extraordinary. Not only Joseph of Nazareth, but Joseph of Arimathea as well, and Nathaniel as well, also Nicodemus, and not only them but also us, the extraordinary, you and me. Mary belonged to the ordinary ones and that’s because God has chosen her. And for this extraordinary mercy that Mary found in God, we respect her.
God chose what is weak in the world. So to speak, "good for nothing." The world likes what impresses. What can show its strength. The world holds with those who are going up, not with those who are at the bottom. But Mary, after she was visited by an angel of the Lord and the glory of the Lord overshadowed her, sees quite differently. She sees how differently God can act. She sings: “My soul exalts the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. For He has had regard for the humble state of His bond slave.” Where the mind is outraged and where our nature is being built to resist, this is where God loves to be. God confuses reasonable and common sense and nobody can stop him. Just humble people really believe, as written by Dietrich Bonhoeffer, and they rejoice that the famous is small and insignificant. It is a miracle of miracles that God loves what is low.
God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 1Cor 1:21, as Apostle Paul writes to the Corinthians later on. We are saved by God who was in the crèche, God dying on the scaffold, God resurrected from the dead. There is no message crazier than this one. The message about God's gracious loving will which makes big what is low, marginal and insignificant. "Christ in the crèche!" God is not ashamed of the ordinary man or of the baseness of man. God goes right into the middle of it. And he picks out this man for his instrument. It is God who makes miracles where no one expects them. Where a person says, "He’s lost," God says, "found". Where a person says, "the end", God says, "saved". Where people turn away from the poor men and cranks, there the sight of God is filled with such love like nowhere else! He sought and still seeks to find and save what was already lost! It is God in a crèche, God on the road, God with no roof over his head, God on the scaffold and God who rose from the dead.
Face to face to this reality we have to purify something in ourselves. We need to clarify how we want to think of the high and low in our lives. Each of us lives with those we call high as those we call low. Will Mary help us today to change our thinking so that we can find that our path, if it should be the way to God, will not lead us to the heights, but into the depths? Will ordinary Mary help us to change our thinking so that we can go with the small and tiny ones? And are we going to understand that each one of our own ways in life, which wants to be only the way up, has to end elsewhere than God? What are we thinking? Whoever will finally unload all the power, all the pride and arrogance, may meet God on this journey. And then, along with Mary, say: “My spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.”
Let's see how Mary accepted God's mercy. Notice the humility, trust and obedience with which she accepts the mission to become the mother of the Savior. In fact she can be a model of humility. Everyone has a mission in life; God calls each of us to be involved in his rescue work and resumption of our creation. He gives each of us a gift and a task: a gift to speak, a gift to listen, a gift to help and serve, a gift to care and organize and many others. It is up to us whether and how we will handle it, if we overcome internal obstacles, mistrust and doubt, feelings of inadequacy to such work or, on the contrary, our reluctance and indifference. Mary is an example in this, an example quite close and encouraging. And her faith is being built gradually. It is not firm as a rock at the beginning, inhumanly strong, unwavering, but she also experiences doubts and asks questions. Her first reaction to the proclamation of the angel is exclamation: "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" How can happen something that seems completely against nature? And first of all: how can she, a simple girl, become the mother of a son of God, whose kingdom will not end? How can happen that a pretty little man becomes an important part of God's great plan?
Angel responses to Mary and adverts to what happened to her relative Elizabeth. In the view of the others, the woman was over zenith - barren, old, perhaps even embraced by a feeling of un-fulfillment of her life. To everyone's surprise, even herself, she got pregnant and is in sixth month. God's possibilities are much broader than we might imagine. The scope of God's possibilities is so vague for us as vague is God himself, his greatness, holiness, sphere of action, and especially the width of his mercy. Mary bends before this mystery of God's mercy with humility. "Behold, I am the bond slave of the Lord; may it be done to me according to your word." She isn’t complaining that she had other plans; she isn’t making up the ways to look better and more honorably in front of the others. She accepts the mission, which is both an honor and a duty, with trust.

Mary's faith - as well as our own faith - needs to hear reassurance, support, and affirmation. Without that the faith fades and disappears. Where else should we look for the support for our faith than in those who have had similar experience - in the community of those who have been similarly blessed with the mercy of God, the community of those who similarly trust and believe and have doubts and ask questions. Therefore, Mary embarks on a journey to her relative Elizabeth. Therefore, we set off to the assembly of believers on Sunday.
AMEN
