MERCY FOR MERCY

Mt 18:21-35



In this section there are no cynical rogues about whose Isaiah says: "Let favour be shewed to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteousness: in the land of uprightness will he deal unjustly, and will not behold the majesty of the Lord." (Isaiah 26:10) In this section Peter asks how many times he should forgive guilty brother. Jesus deliberately inserted into his parable people who know about their debts and even promise to pay them. His advice is aimed to an environment where everyone knows what sin is and what is grace. To the environment where no one is considered as flawless and where impudence and impertinence is not the norm. His model includes those cases where something substantial owe us brothers, sisters, friends, family, neighbors and fellow human beings and they don’t deny it.


Throughout the 18th chapter of Matthew's Gospel it is about God's YES to us to be taken seriously. In the parable about the lost sheep a tireless shepherd searching for a sheep shows us how much God cares about the weakest and most unworthy among us. Peter rightly feels that a struggle for one's loved ones is not only the art of arrangement, but also forgiveness. Therefore he asks for the extent of leniency that can be applied to the others so that it would be wise and religious. His proposal seems quite generous - number seven is the number of fullness. But in the standards of the Lord there is not 1, but 10 and 1 sevens. It shows us that the Lord requires a constant readiness to forgive from us.


With the following parable he explains to us why he requires that. He shows us our position before God - it's the same with us as with a man who was missing 10,000 talents in accounting. And we all received a mercy from Him. Received grace not only frees, but also obliges. Who received grace, cannot act according to his will anymore, but should do good deeds which God prepared for us. He should leave uncompromising demanding. Uncompromisingly demanding towards others can be only one who kept his own obligations fully. But only God is like that. However, in this story He’s giving up His claims. We are therefore liberated by mercy and so we must give freedom and grace by ourselves.


10,000 talents that owed the first servant to his king is astronomical sum. A talent is 30 kg of silver or 6,000 denarii and one denarius is a daily wage. So he owed ​​300 tons of silver or 60 million denarii. For Jesus' listeners it was a treasure that no person can accumulate in life. The Lord Jesus chose such an amount to give an impression of non-renewables, irredeemableness and irreplaceability.


So our debt to God is big and serious. We have wasted irretrievable treasure - the harmony of all creation and existence in God's image. The one who was brought to the king in the parable is only our sample, the old Adam, who betrayed God's plan. All of us, without exception, carry him within us. Our sin is even so great that it cannot be corrected by our punishment. When God throws us into eternal slavery, to eternal death, it won’t really help. His broken creation won’t be restored by this. We cannot even be fully recompensed for all that we have caused. We would have to be infinite. But we're tiny and finite. Capital punishment on us is just drying drops where it is necessary to dry the sea. The parable tells us something more about the range of our sin - not only it is incorrigible and unredeemable by our strength, but it also pulls into ruin along with us everything that belongs to us. Not only ourselves but also our loved ones.


When the servant fell down before the king and promised a redress, if he’d be benevolent, then he promised impossible. Similarly desperate, foolish and false are all our attempts to put by our own strength the consequences of our sin in order, reconcile with God, or obliterate the rebellion. Surprisingly, the king in the parable doesn’t get angry by his servant’s swearing. So Jesus shows us that His heavenly Father is not angry when we see our sin and promise impossible. But it angers him when we don’t want to see it; we deny guilt and are planning how to arrange a lost paradise by ourselves. But he accepts whining in the style of the servant. He doesn’t hear in it only the effort to fool himself and Him. He hears what belongs to the relationship between man and God: our confession of guilt, recognition of obligation and debt, an admission that because of us there is something wrong. And finally, the desire to reconcile with Him. Since He’s Love and He sees our inability to put things right and our desire for reconciliation and redress, He has mercy. He does what we, humans, cannot do – renews the creation and His relationship with man. With the words of Colossians: He has canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. We are free because He gave us mercy, paid and took everything for us. This mercy is the foundation of our lives. We form the Church because we were given this grace. Since then, however, we are not our own.


But there's one snag: When talking with our gracious Lord, we easily beg for forgiveness. But what if we find ourselves face to face to our friends who just do not behave right towards us? Will we ask our gracious Lord at the moment, what would he do in our place? The servant from the parable didn’t ask. But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay back what you owe.’ So his fellow slave fell to the ground and began to plead with him, saying, ‘Have patience with me and I will repay you.’ But he was unwilling and went and threw him in prison until he should pay back what was owed. And that was fundamentally wrong. He did what the evil one whispered to him: ‘people are trash, to those you cannot be merciful, where would you come!’ He has also forgotten that he’s a sinner himself, that the same friend could have many objections against him and completely inappropriately pose himself as righteous, who can only claim. And this arbitrary change into self-rightful is the beginning of the end to all sinners.
To the defense of the servant from the parable it must be said that it was not a small amount. It was hundred denarii, which was a half a kilo of silver, a former farm worker earned that in about four months and you can feel that in a family budget. So among these men it was not a silly thing above which we could wave a hand. Jesus doesn’t give us advice in situations when it is about silly things and where generosity costs us nothing. He speaks into those cases where between us and friends are really serious matters.



Imprisonment of the debtor of 100 denarii was counterproductive. He doesn’t earn anything in prison. And if the lord of both men doesn’t intervene, the enforcer wouldn’t see even a fraction of his debt. If he had a proper patience, he might have waited a year or two or three, and he would probably eventually get his money back. When he had promised to pay his lord, he lied impudently, but his begging fellow didn’t lie. What we humans owe each other is in principle redeemable. Although difficult, but redeemable. Some of the injuries that we dealt to each other are painful for a long time and the healing is even longer, but when we release the healing power of our Lord, they eventually heal and we can start again.


But what is foolish and deadly dangerous we hear from the outcome of Jesus' parables. When the creditor of 100 denarii doesn’t show mercy and imprison his companion, his fellows not only take it hard, but they also bring it to the appropriate place. A merciless servant is called again before the court of his lord. There he hears: ‘You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you?’ And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him. Consequently, deadly dangerous is just the hardness which the world celebrates and praises and the evil one whispers it to us. And as dangerous is each impatient and merciless demanding. Those deprived the billion dollar debtor of given mercy as well as a chance to live free, unencumbered life. And moreover he called an eternal torment to himself.


Jesus adds to that: "My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart." It doesn’t need comment. Who took the grace is not allowed to give away something else, because grace is now the foundation of everything. We don’t have the right to treat our friends differently than God had treated us in Christ. Grace was given to us not so that we selfishly took it and behave something else. No, we received grace because grace has come for all. In order to depict gracious God, to build up the Body of Christ where the grace and peace of Christ wins. Followers of Christ must have it in the heart, in all the thinking and decisions, that others are equally worthy of compassion as I am and they equally receive it from God. And then we should confirm with our actions that it is so. Who’s not willing to do so, or who chooses which of the debtors he forgives, will be excluded from grace himself. Who doesn’t want to follow God in self-sacrifice and work for peace, is vainly comforted by Good News. Who plugs the source of grace to others who seek Him, will have the source of grace plugged himself. But who follows his Lord, who has the courage to forgive and wait, even though it costs something, those will keep the grace of God forever.
Amen
