Michal
1S 18:28-29 ; 1S 19:11-24 ; 2S 6:12-23

Not to have any children is not that big of a deal. As a wife of the king Michal could enjoy different joys than pregnancy. Yes in that time it was socially awkward but not a tragedy for king’s wife. It was a tragedy for poor wife’s which would have no legal help after their husband’s death.

I chose this story so we can set our priorities. First reading and first priority is the  great love of two young people. Michal and David. Saul gave his daughter Michal to David and they loved each other. That wasn’t usual in that time. Marriages were business and politics back in time. And this wasn’t anything else. Saul wanted to spy on David cause he was afraid of him. So he gave him his daughter. But his daughter loved David more that she loved her father so when Saul wanted to kill David she saved him twice. She of course told her father that David was threatening her. That was wise because king would have killed her too. 

We have a certain priorities here. Love to father or love to husband? Stand on the side of vengeance or on the side of the persecuted? Obey the king or stand against him? Today people tend to mind their own business and they are losing compassion with those who are persecuted. King’s daughter helped the outlaw. Why? Because she loved him. Who do we love? Who do we truly love? Can we love so much that we would give up our society status and its benefits? That is hte question of today’s text.

Let’s have a look on town of Rama. Samuel was a man of God. God’s spirit filled him very often in ways that were seen. Saul’s messengers were a victim to a God’s spirit. It overcame them. And then the next group. And the one after too. And then even Saul himself. They all undressed and were having a prophet’s trance. We might prefer calmer display’s of God’s presence, but we should not forget about those which are not calm. To meet God, the God who made this universe, is always an extraordinary event. And it is full of emotions. And there’s something else: God does not meet only with his allies, but with those who oppose his will as well. And that could be a great encouragement for us as well. For us who not always follow God’s path. He met Paul on his way to Damascus as an enemy and asks him: “Why are yo against me?” Jesus didn’t come to call righteous to penance, but sinners. He said: “It is the ill not the healthy who need a doctor” And he thinks about spiritual health, which is healthy relationship between the Creator and created. We pray: “God let us live through the glimpse of your presence.” Do we realise how dangerous this prayer is? What all could happen? But not always will things end up like in Rama. 

Lets get back to Michal. It’s been years. David was hiding at all sorts of places. He married more women. Abigail and Achinoam. Michal married for a second time. Her father gave her in some bussines agreement to Palti, son of Laish from Gali. Today is a different age, but life can mess up with us too. We can get in similar sort of marriage mess ourself.  God’s word does not comment it. It does not judge, nor it does recommend. It just describes. It’s been years. Saul died and David became king. God made him a king a long time ago, but now was a time for that which happened in heaven to be revealed on Earth. Sometimes we are eager and cannot wait. Jesus knows us and therefore he taught his apprentices and us to pray: “your will be done,on earth, as it is in heaven”

One of his first commands as a king is to move the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem. Glory of God’s presence is so strong around the Ark that it’s bearers and everyone around feel it. We don’t know such power anymore. We do not realise that where God truly is is holy ground. That things don’t work there as we might be used to. That man should kneel there. The human mind cannot wrap the presence of God so only thing we can do is admit: “God, I don’t understand. I am sinner. Be merciful with me. Kyrie eleison.”

Prophetic trance was one of the signs of God’s presence. The awe was second. There are thousands of them. The third is happiness. Happiness that cannot be helped. Everyone who loves God with all his heart with his whole soul cannot contain himself and breaks out in happiness. Those who are watching him are ashamed. And here we meet Michal again. She is once again David’s wife. She did not stop loving him. And she cares about David that he does not embarrass himself in front of slaves. That he does not act like a fool. And that caring is nice and good. But Michal was not only trying to protect David from shame. She also despised him for what he was doing. That is bad. She can protect him. She can warn him. She can reproach things. But she cannot despise him. She must understand why he is doing this. That not for slaves not for cheap show but It was before the Lord, who chose him rather than her father. “I will celebrate before the Lord. I will become even more undignified than this, and I will be humiliated in my own eyes. But by these slave girls you spoke of, I will be held in honor.” Why because the joy of God’s presence is always in place where man can feel it and be filled with it. Do we know that?
Amen
