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nO DESPONDENCE

INTROIT: John 15:4–5
READING: Psalm 34:2–9

Brothers and sisters, I’m not wrong when saying that we stand up from the black days of life like from a nightmare, from which everything hurts.

And here I would now like to say a few words about how to stand up in this situation. I think that resignation is least convenient. The believer cannot resign! Believers of all time always get up after the heavy blows to start again in the power of Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit. It’s not right to crouch in a corner, clutching in pain, no time to despond. Even though we don’t know how everything will continue to evolve. Even though it is not possible to give any human certainty into the future, yet we know that we must rely only on two facts:
1. First of all, that God is the Lord of history.

2. That we will have just what, the good and beautiful, but in His strength, we will create.

As if these two facts went against each other, right? But it's not like that. The Lord God does not declare his support for those who just fold their hands in lap and passively wait for what comes next. In the middle of hard work, efforts for world peace, the struggle for justice faced with the futility of fighting even with the "windmills", he remains the Lord of history. And so we need the first and the second.
What is the anxiety? Our Czech word is derived from “narrow, small, tight” - needs space. This anxiety of life is that to the man the whole country, the whole universe narrows to the very slight space, so it seems cramped from all sides. He cannot breathe. Everything is falling on him. Everything is crunching, pushing and distressing him. And from this small and intimate space he has no perspective. This is anxiety. And the mankind is suffering from this disease. The youth is suffering from it and often use drugs, the middle age is suffering from it so they often reach for a variety of escapes, elderly are suffering from it and often escape into passivity and self-harm. Almost everyone suffer from anxiety today. Anxiety is clutching heart to lose courage; paralyzing love, producing indifference, breaking the will of the people and stifles their spiritual and physical health. About anxiety there is one thing worst of all. Namely, that in anxiety the man is all by himself. Or at least he has that feeling. People are silent and man is only with himself and his anxiety.
As believers who do not avoid the anxiety, we have one glorious privilege. We believe and we know that: "The Lord is with you!" Christ says: "I am with you!" Him we may entrust our suffering, because He knows us well. If you believe, then you can come out of yourself and confide the burden of your anguish to him. He won’t reject it. The Bible even says something about "casting"! The word "casting" evokes to me the notion of a "jump" or "throw". To pounce on something or throw something somewhere. The Bible is talking about care. It says "Casting all your care upon him ". And we know how to throw something. When you throw something away, you don’t have it anymore. When you throw your worry away, you don’t worry anymore. You're not alone. The burden does not lie on you anymore. It’s on the one who said: "Casting all your care upon him – upon Christ!"
And that’s the point. This is the most famous. Therefore, the psalmist says: “When I was desperate, I called out, and God got me out of a tight spot.“ He answered, he responded, and took into his own hands everything that was already falling down. And not only that. We read about space. The expansion of space. Leading out from the gloom and despair. You go through dense forest and suddenly behold, the edge, view, and you suddenly see into the distance. Before the moment only for a few feet, now miles away. View. Outlook. Suddenly you know where you are. You see where are you going and where to go. God relieves of the anxiety not by withdrawing it, but by bringing us to the edge of the cliff and there, in a danger place, he shows you the space. Anxieties sometimes persist, but you see more.
Last Sunday I was telling the illustration of how you see things differently when you are inside and otherwise, when you're outside. I stood on the balcony and looked into the yard to all the windows in the house across the street. I saw an old man in the kitchen eating dinner. I saw single mouthfuls, but I didn’t know what he was eating. I suddenly saw the lights on the stairs beside him in the house and at the same time I saw a man going up the stairs. The man walked less than 2 meters from eating old man and didn’t see him. Even the old man did not see the other man, because they were separated by the staircase wall. But I saw both of them! I saw them together and I saw what they were both doing. The Lord sees everything from the bigger perspective. The Psalmist confesses in another place: "The Lord has disciplined me severely, but he has not given me over to death." And it is true that in God we find a new horizon, a new sense of the struggle for a fair world, the struggle for goodness and truth. And not just because we will be in anguish sometimes by ourselves, but we will meet people today or tomorrow who are in distress, so let’s not remain in debt of testimony about the one who has the power to lead man into the wide open spaces and give power to see things from another angle.

There was the one that had reasons to say: don’t count on me! - And he didn’t say it. That someone is Jesus himself. He indeed had all the reasons to say: "Don’t count on me", but he does not say it. Thank God that he does not say it! The Savior, who goes to the end for all of us, would have all the reasons to say: "Don’t count on me! Do whatever you want!" If I were Jesus, I'd let this ungrateful world perish. But Jesus, the Son of God, does not say "Don’t count on me" – but he follows us! How much longer should he follow you? When will you open your eyes and say: "My Lord and my God?"
I WILL SAY THE LAST POINT VERY SHORTLY:

You know, we often say "Without Me!" with an exclamation point. "You can do it, but without me! Or: "Without me – I won’t poke my nose into it!" Jesus also once said, "Without Me" - but without the exclamation point and without dots. He said: "Without me you can do nothing." And it's true. You can be sure that what you do without Him has no value in the light of eternity. Preacher Wilhelm Busch over 70 years ago recalled: "One time I watched how a few guys on the street were fighting. And one of them also got a little through the nose, perhaps accidentally. I thought that I should interfere when suddenly I saw a lovely scene. Little one got out of the fray. His nose and eyes were all swollen. And when he got from the guys to the five steps, he turned again and shouted: "Wait, I'll tell my big brother!" And I noticed that suddenly everything was in order. He calmed down and stopped crying! He had a big brother, who he could tell everything and who could help. And then I thought: "My dear boy, how wonderful that you have a big brother." And I was happy that in Jesus I have a big brother too, who is standing by my side! How glorious is that this big brother joins those of his dear folks, for whom he came here. He stands up in power and even tells them: "Without me you can do nothing!"
I wish you say to your Savior, who did so much for you: "Lord Jesus, I don’t want to do anything without you anymore.” 

Amen.

