Baptism with the holy spirit and fire

-2nd Advent Sunday-

The basis of the Sermon on the 2nd Advent Sunday is standardly selected from Mt 3:1–12

I want to focus on the 11th verse on the words "Baptism with the Holy Spirit and fire." In the context in which John gave his passionate speech, the baptism with the Holy Spirit and fire are expressed as a threat. We often look out for it like something we would love to come to us, as something nice. Where is the truth? What exactly is the "baptism with the Holy Spirit and fire"? John had a clear idea about it. He called thunder and lightning, prophesied finally the coming of justice that punishes the hypocrites, rapists, and corrupted collaborators. When he saw that they take his words seriously and come to baptism, he wondered, and it was not enough for him. For us it might be enough to see the rogues moving to regret, desire to be baptized, and their fear of God's wrath. But not for John. John wanted to see their new deeds. When he saw many religious leaders coming to baptism, he told them to testify with their deeds that they take their repentance seriously. Seeing custom officers, he wanted them not to take bribes, and not to increase the taxes more than they are supposed to. When he saw the soldiers, he wanted them to treat fairly orderly people, not to steal and to be satisfied with their wages. And what bothered him especially was when people appealed to their traditions, cultural heritage, the father Abraham and other prominent personalities of their lineage. John knew very well how the man can fool himself, when he refers to his good old ancestors who were on good terms with God. They immediately cut off a piece from their holiness for themselves.
So in this context John threatens with the coming of Messiah. He says: "he will baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire", and it will be like when the farmer takes a shovel and cleans the threshing floor. John also uses literally woodcutter analogy. Axe at the foot of trees, cutting down a tree that doesn’t bear good fruit, and its burning. So this will be a "baptism with the Holy Spirit and fire" from the hand of the Messiah according to the John the Baptist.
How different was the character of Jesus Christ! Completely confusing for John. Till today, Jesus is at Christmas presented as a little baby. Helpless, defenseless and swaddled in diapers. This week I heard two unbelieving fathers of young children talking about little Jesus. One of them probably went with his little son to the theater to the children's game of Bethlehem and Christmas, and said this to the other one: "I ​​would like to know who invented Jesus. Why Jesus? Do you understand that? Like a baby. Do you understand that? Why they didn’t come up with Santa Claus? It’s at least a solid grandpa." John the Baptist had also an idea of ​​a proper Messiah. With a shovel or an axe. But God sent a child. “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will on His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6. So was Isaiah’s prophecy. A child who confuses minds of the reasonable ones and comes differently than people expect, also comes to us disguised as a poor, with look of a miserable ones, small and defenseless. He stretches out his hands to us. Jesus does not cry, does not make excuses, does not make claims, does not use words, "you must and you cannot," but the words "you can and you are allowed to." "A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out." John the Baptist probably didn’t notice these prophetic words, or what. Although he certainly knows them, but his ideas of the Messiah were humanely earthbound. "Surely it must be a big powerful guy with a proper axe!"
And frankly, many who were associated with John would need a muscle-man with an axe. John was also part of the royal court. He knew the King Herod himself. Herod, who lived before the eyes of the whole nation of Israel in incest with his relative, would need a really big axe. But Jesus, when he grew up and became a man, let it go. He didn’t deal with it. He didn’t go to the king and told him what he thought of his morality. John had to do it and it cost him his life. But before he was executed by Herod’s executioner, he sent from prison his disciples to Jesus and confused let them ask if Jesus is really the one who baptized with the Holy Spirit and fire. And Jesus? Jesus showed him the "fruits" of his deeds. And that’s enough for John. John always wanted more in deeds than in words. Words lie, deeds speak. A fruit of Jesus' deeds were crowds of blind, who now can see, the deaf, who now can hear, lepers, who are pure and rogues, who believed the gospel. These are the evidence of Jesus’ messiahship, divinity and mission. These are the evidence of the work of the Holy Spirit. This is the fire which the Holy Spirit light up in man and will blaze throughout his life. John's fire would burn the evil and die out. But the fire of Jesus blazes within us and with precision of a gamma knife it’s burning cancerous places of our soul that are infected by sin. The flame of the Holy Spirit in the hands of Jesus doesn’t harm, but heals. The heat does not burn, but warm. The light does not dazzle, but lights up a new hope in man. After the baptism with the Holy Spirit and fire performed by Jesus Christ there don’t remain ruins, but the desire to go and pass good deeds, love and help to the others.
"AFTER A LONG PERIOD OF LIVING TOGETHER IN MEDITATION AND STUDY, THREE MONK’S STUDENTS WERE SUPPOSED TO GO TO THEIR OWN WORLD MISSION. AFTER TEN YEARS THEY CAME TO VISIT THEIR TEACHER. THE OLD MONK TOLD THEM TO SIT AROUND HIM, BECAUSE HE COULD NOT WALK. EACH OF THEM BEGAN TO TELL HIM WHAT THEY EXPERIENCED. "I WROTE A LOT OF BOOKS AND SOLD MILLIONS OF COPIES," SAID THE FIRST WITH THE PRIDE IN HIS VOICE. AND SHOWED HIM COPIES OF TEN DIFFERENT BOOKS HE HAD WRITTEN. "YOU FLOODED THE WORLD WITH PAPER," SAID THE TEACHER. "I HAD PREACHED AT THOUSANDS OF LOCATIONS IN THE WORLD", SAID THE SECOND. AND GAVE TEACHER HIS DIARY. THICK LIST OF PLACES WHERE HE HAD PREACHED. "YOU FLOODED THE WORLD WITH WORDS," SAID THE TEACHER. THEN SPOKE THE THIRD: "I'VE BROUGHT YOU SOME PILLOW SO YOU COULD PUT YOUR ACHING FEET ON IT." THE TEACHER SMILED AND SAID: "YOU HAVE FOUND GOD." THIS STORY SPEAKS ABOUT THAT SERVING GOD IN SPECIFIC ACTS OF LOVE IS MORE USEFULLY SPENT LIFE THAT IN THE RUSH AND BUSTLE FOR MILLION ULTIMATELY USELESS THINGS.
But what with a rogues who would need a shovel or an axe? Those will have to wait a while longer. And they will have their turn. But that's another story. There is a chapter of salvation history and the chapter of Court history. Before the horrifying and terrible day when the Lord comes, here comes the day of salvation, summer of grace, time of amnesty, the opportunity to start again, differently and better. This time of God’s grace still persists. We don’t know how long, but we know that it’s still here. A man should use the opportunity. Not out of fear of missing it, but out of gratitude that he was given a second or third chance for repentance and renewal. It’s about spiritual revival. It's about getting baptized again. The point is to make deeds that indicate our rebirth. This is Advent. This is the hand of God given to us humans. 

Amen

