Beauty of Friendship
1 S 31/1-7 and 2S 1/1-12,17-27

Dear brothers and dear sisters! After  returning from a battle against  Amalekites  David  is waiting for a message about the result of the battle between the Israelites and the Philistines. People at that time were depended on  messengers. The most important news was spread out as fast as a man can move.  Nowadays when we have TV news, mobile cells and internet we can hardly  imagine it. David knows  that a decisive battle is preparing but he does not know  neither its  result nor its start or end.  The messages which he receives are one week  delayed . An unknown man suddenly comes to the uncertainty   with these words: ”David, I have good news for you. Your archenemy Saul the King is death. You do not have to hide anymore. I am on it a small share. When Saul saw that the battle was lost and he was injured deadly he asked me to get rid of his suffering and humiliation of his enemies. So I helped him. You believed me I am bringing his headband and wristband.”
But the unknown man miscalculated. Instead David and his motley cheered - they throw up their clothes and started whimpering. Yes, David is crying over the death and defeat of his enemy. And the man who had brought    a report of Saul´s  end and  waited for a remuneration was given with condemnation  and punishment:  ”How had you dared lay a hand  on God´s anointed king? You alone convicted yourself of your crime.” And then he was executed.
It is a bit like a wild West  but the time was once such. However David had decided quickly and without thorough investigation  he decided in principal correctly. After all the man just wanted  to capitalize on the human tragedy. We know from the previous story that Saul the king in fact died with his own hand when he found out that the battle  had been lost and his three sons had died. The keen messenger was apparently thievery of corpses. As he  would otherwise have received the headband and the wristband? If he had been the first messenger and if he had  added something to the report – probably he would have been rich till the end of his life. But he miscalculated. David did not long for Saul´s death. And to kill a powerless king  David considered especially undignified. Like a governor over a town he sentences a conclusive judgement over  the murderer who has convicted  himself.
If even the man did not act a murder in fact, he paid for his greediness. Not only for our acts but also for our words we will suffer the consequences. Each of us is sometimes in temptation to parasite off the situation which has happened.  If something comes out well  yet it is not a bad thing to describe myself a bit better  and braver than I really was. We like doing it. And if somebody is punished  we like  adding our own punishment to show that we are at the most. It is easy but not to do it among decent people. It easy to flaunt plumes or aggravate those who cannot defend.   It  is easy to explore from human weakness or fault. But the Lord God does not like it. The success and misfortunes of our fellow a man cannot  earn. Today´s journalist  say  YES to us but Lord God says NO. He deserves the death penalty.
The second we notice in our story is the broadmindedness and respect to the enemy. David does not cheers from the Saul´s death even if – frankly speaking -  just Saul´s death solved his situation and opened him victorious coming to Israel. Somebody could understand his solemn requiem  as a clever political tactic however people at that time wanted  strong arm government and uncompromising negotiations. It was obvious for winners to dishonour enemies publicly when crowds were cheering. And when somebody took the throne he let kill  the whole family of the previous king. When David was whimpering his enemy it was something  across that time, something  unpredictable and unpretending. David´s lament on Saul  is as notable as much of  his praise for God´s Glory.  Even if he had caused him much evil David still respected him and  honours him as a man. And this was something that neither ancient time nor present time is not able to do and does not know.  It is a great pity. Yes, Saul as a king made mistakes.  He longed for unlimited power and did not follow the God´s will.  But David already knew that he would not be much better. It would be so easy to point  to Saul´s mistakes and show off – I will be different. But David does not do it! He is silent about Saul´s mistakes and highlight his personal bravery.
We can also get into a similar situation. When a man gets somebody else position he used to be in temptation to speak about his predecessor ugly and inconsiderately. He used to do everything badly. And  I will do it in a different way and better. However what if everything appears to be more difficult?  And even if we manage to make something better it could not be because of us but because of coincidence or favourable situation. It is neither good nor fair to indicate our predecessors´ mistakes and show – I will change and save everything.  And yet it still happens again. When someone reports to audition he builds his project just on a criticism of his previous boss.  A new preacher talks dismissively about his predecessor. We can hear our dad to speak about his wife´s ex-partner with an unhidden contempt. We can hear daily our politicians, managers, artists but sometimes even teachers and professors with such a contempt. Many people build their careers and images on disabling people whose positions they take or endeavour. But a man will not be better  if he compares with his predecessors. A son will not be more popular if he despises his father. Our standard and the product may not be failure of others but the rate endowments and opportunities given to us by God.  Everyone has to measure with himself.  With his capabilities and abilities.  Let´s  talk and write well about our predecessors – if they are alive or death. Everyone is worthy of respect. Each life is a gift and an opportunity from God.

The third what we notice in today´s text is David´s regret over his friend Jonathan´s death. Some translators nowadays read the song about love between David and Jonathan which David appreciates more than women´s love  with suspicion that it might be more that we are ready to admit. I do not see it convincing. A homosexual  relationship between men  was in ancient times first of all an act of violence and dominance. Let´ s remember  violence behaviour of Sodom´ s men  to God´ s messengers in the house of Lot. But nothing similar was between David and Jonathan.
When David poetically compares his love to Jonathan with his love to women it is necessary to read it in the context of that time. The relationship between a man and a woman was primarily purpose-built at that time. The man protected the woman and provided her subsistence.  The wife gave him children and peace of home. At that time people did not mostly get married because of love. Their life partners were chosen by their parents and often went about connection of two holdings or confirmation of a peace agreement in case of political marriage. A marriage contract was a business issue. Love between a man and a woman was understood especially as a quid pro quo at that time and after all , even today this thinking is totally not resist. However friendship between men and women who should have compete according to all likelihood  is always something extraordinary. We know how easy hatred can destroy relationships among the closest siblings. Bible show us many examples of it: Cain – Abel, Isaac – Ismael, Jacob – Esau, Joseph and his brothers. If relationship in families can be so tight the more we can expect them among strange people who life posed as : ”Either he or I.”
Jonathan and David grew up abreast like competitors on the death. Jonathan like the oldest son of the king who had to become his successor, while the shepherd of the sheep David grew up the hero loved by everyone who defeated Goliath. In the ancient world there was no place for both.  Even though just these two  became friends on the death.  His friendship was unexpected as well as a miracle and the mercy of God. Jonathan apart from his father experienced that David had the authority for the kingdom by God Himself and he withdrew by himself. Someone could think that he was a weakling who would prefer to hide instead  of risking. Bloody likely! Jonathan was a brave man who himself almost was able to beat  a hundredth of enemies.  Jonathan was not any patsy and David was not any Golem who could not have been defeated. David and Jonathan became friends without any pressure onto them.  They are two men who trust each other, help each other, one risks his life for another and stand side by side even if it was very difficult for them both and life pushed them against each other. Their friendship lasted beyond the grave. David will protect Jonathan´s son lately who other men will want to utilise against him.
And we can only say: thank God for all our friends. Let´s appreciate them all and do not lose them needlessly. The friendship is beautiful because of it does not push us to anything. Love between a man and a woman is beautiful, too  but  simpler its way. Just we are thus set. A man look for a woman and a woman look for a man. But when two men or two women help each other instead of hampering  and harming – it is worth for a nice song and thankfulness to the Lord God. Always when two people who are equally clever, strong, eloquent, beautiful can cooperate and help each other instead of going against each other, it is something praiseworthy and beautiful. The friendship teaches a men  respect and humility. A friend is a person whom I am not ashamed to say about he is better than me and I have a sincere joy of it! However the friend is also a person who I am given advised by  or said that I have been mistaken and I do not lose him because of it.  I do not envy him and I wish him all the best.
Also God´s relationship to us has , in many respects, features of disinterested friendship. Does the Lord God have any benefit of us? Are we worthy His interest, care or love?  And yet God has become our friend. We can read what God says about Abraham: “I drew together with him intimately.” (Gen 18/19) The New Testament calls Abraham “the friend of God” (James 2/23) We can read about Moses that the Lord spoke about him like when somebody  spoke to his friends (Ex 33/11) And Jesus says to his disciples: “…but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you.”(John 15/15)
Conclusion: Friendship means confidence.  Friends do not face secrets. Friends help each other. There is often no reason for friendship.  And just this fact is remarkable.  David had many women and those women loved him because he had been the king and they had had a good time with him.  But David and Jonathan did not need each other. They both would have lived on their own. Each of them was strong and self-sufficient enough. They interfered with each other.  And yet they  helped each other and trusted each other. God´s love to us has no objective reason, too. And our faith to God, in fact, too. Our faith can be from pure friendship. Not because we would not be depended on God. Every our breath is a mercy of God.  But God wanted us to have been able to live like He did not existed. He gave us  absolutely freedom.  Our faith to Him is completely voluntary.  It is similar to Jonathan´s friendship to  David. And just it is beautiful on it.  Nobody forces us to trust.  Nobody orders us to do it. However when a man can see all the beauty and goodness around him he is glad that even he can be useful for God with something and simultaneously embraced with God´s mercy. God´s mercy is more marvellous than the love of men and women. 

The seal of the mutual love between us and God is  our Lord Jesus Christ´s  Last Supper. For us it is a commemoration of Him. Of that who came  as our friend, died and rose from the death and has been sitting at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. We are His friends and He is the friend of ourselves.  Let´s go and eat bread and drink wine, like  commemoration   of Him and like a view into His Kingdom where He has set a table for us for a heavenly dinner which has been prepared for us after our life on the earth.   Amen
