King’s Advent

second Advent Sunday

Is 11:1-10

Mt 3:1-17

Text about second coming of Jesus is usually read on second Advent Sunday. And this future second Advent isn’t described as something beautiful. No sheep, no barn, no gifts but fire, sulphur, blood, earthquakes, and other natural disasters, the Judgment Day. We read parable on ten Virgins. John the Baptist so it this way and so he was making prophecies, he was warning about it. And then Jesus came. john had seen him in his adulthood. But this Jesus doesn’t look like a man who is cutting down useless trees. He knows it’s Jesus. he has heard the voice from the sky. He sees the dove descending on him. He learns about blind who can see now because of Jesus, about peppers who are healed, about dead who are alive thanks to him. But he cannot grasp this evangelism, this happy news. It wasn’t happy news what he was preaching about. The fact that Jesus has compassion with sinners, that he forgives them their sins doesn’t fit into the words he was preaching about him. Was he wrong? So later, when he was in jail, he sends messengers to Jesus to ask if it was really him. The one everyone is waiting for. And he receives answer that yes, that he wasn’t wrong. So john must think it through again, this advent this coming of the King. 

The eleventh verse from words that John said is: “He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” John says them as a threat. We look forward to Advent as to something we would like to come. But John was threatening with it. Where is truth? What is this baptism with Holy Spirit and fire? John had clear idea on that matter. He raged, summoning thunder, lightning, prophesied the final coming of justice that punishes the hypocrites, rapists, corrupt collaborators. And when he saw these sinners taking his wards seriously, and coming to him for baptism, we wondered. And it wasn’t enough for him. John wanted to see their new deeds. When he saw many of the religion chiefs coming to get baptised he told them to prove by their deeds that they mean it. So he says: “He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 

How different was Jesus Christ! For John completely confusing. Until now Jesus is portrayed like a little baby on Christmas. Little baby cutting down trees that doesn’t fit in Christmas.

And even so the coming of Christ really separates good from evil. John the Baptist wasn’t wrong. The coming of king really causes separation of good and evil. But not one group of people from another. He separated good from evil, both of which everyone carries inside him. In the parable about 10 virgins it might seem as if it is about people, but these are just images. Even the second Advent will come through each of us individually. Because we have good and evil mixed in us. It grows together like weed with wheat. We now don’t see or often are not sure about what is evil and what is good, but after Jesus comes it will be like a great light that would allow us to see it in a new perspective. 

Lets come back to first Advent, to the one in barn. He too did caused this divide. When we look into his preachings, deeds, compassion and tough speech we see how his service goes into deeper areas of humans than any other’s rabbis. Jesus’s words reveal motives, God’s and men’s. And now everything is clear, what is evil and what is good. If we focus on our motives we can separate good from evil too. But it’s hard. True motives are often hid under the facade of hypocrisy. 

A child with an axe is a paradox. But John didn’t have a vision of a child. He saw a grown man. And still Jesus was born as a little baby in a barn. There were rumours about Messiah that none will know where he came from. But they did know where Jesus was from, he was from Galilee, from Nazareth. They knew his siblings, his aunts and uncles, it couldn’t be HIM. But it was Him. Man with an axe. the coming King. And Christmas is his birthday. He is this defenceless baby in a barn. Will this baby judge us? That’s the thing. Even grown up Jesus did not judge. He didn’t come to be served, but he came to serve us, not to damn us, but to save us.

Martin Luther placed this rather Easter text amongst Advent ones. Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written: “Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey’s colt.” John 12:14-15 And he put it together with prophecy from Isaiah. A voice of one calling: In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. And the glory of the Lord will be revealed and all people will see it together. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken. Isaiah 40:3-5 That is precisely capturing John’s paradox.

People and John were expecting a strong and mighty king, in front of whose steed the ground shakes. Whose army is judging villages and cities roughly but justly. And instead there is this king on donkey’s colt coming to daughter Zion. There is a paradox. No king comes to the people personally. King let others come to him.  Right king should let her know that she can come to him. And instead this king is coming to her. He is on a donkey, on an animal which is not known for its bravery in battles, but rather it is known as a packhorse. 

King is sitting in his old Škoda vehicle and he is coming to you daughter Zion. And this precise coming of king will lead man into repentance. Into tears. Into confession. Because he comes personally to her, not just let her know to come to him. Not she in front of king, but king in front of her. Not a king on horse, but a king on a donkey. Not in front of a man, but in front of a woman. In times where woman’s social status wasn’t much. And now there’s a king on a donkey coming to a woman. This will strike you to your knees when you understand his love. You will cry like a baby. That’s why Jesus even as a baby in a barn separates evil and good. By his humility and his love he lead us to repentance.

What do you think about that? Do you know that he comes like that to you too? That he cares about your DNA too? That he has an important message for you? That he has something to tell to you too? Even you can wait for his visit. He was born for you too. He is king, for whom a man would gladly straighten his paths, lower the peaks of his pride, rise from his failures. Gladly because He is coming for him.  Not to judge him, but to save him and me and you.

Amen
