BONE OF MY BONES

Genesis 2, 18 – 25

1.Love isGod'sinvention.As long asone is a child, he often doesn’t eventhink abouthow difficult it canbetoget married well.He hasparents, andfriends.Maybe ahamster, and that’s enough.But then ithappens.He is suddenlyinterested innothing more.What is it withusall of a sudden? It's callednature, hormones, adolescence, and the Bible calls it God'screation.It was not a manwhofirst thought ofdating, holdings hands andkissing.Our Lord came up withit sothat wewere not alonein the world. Lovebetween a manand a womanis God'sinventionand present.Adamdidn’t thinkhe neededa wife.He wasproud that heisalone in the worldand doesn’tneed anyone.Sometimesit happensto ustoday.Manypeople remainon their ownjustbecause they don’t want to bond withanyone, adapt, orshare.But Godknowsthat it’s notgood for man. So he decided tobringthe mana human being he could love, protect and admire,take an advice, learn, and sometimes quarrelconstructively. With oneword: "help meet for him." Love andmarriage are notourprivate matters.It is a giftfrom God. Lovedoes not belong onlyto moviesand novels,but also tothe Church.When aboyfalls fora girland a girl falls for a boy, it's not inappropriate,but God'splanand will.Love andmarriagewere written inparadise.When a man andwomanfindeach other andhug, they are returningGod's presenceto ouroftensad anda bitspoiled world.Lovetakes us backto paradise.Butwhatdo we have todo to find ourAdam andEve?
2. A woman is not a dog.We can understand some things just by comparison. Therefore, the Bible first tells us what may look like love, but is not. At that time animals had meant big help for man. They fed him, warmed him, and carried heavy loads for him. Man actually depended onanimals. He shared with them food and water. Today we sometimes meet a young lady who is proudly walking with her dog that she bought instead of a man. Other times, we see an older gentleman talking to his dog. Usually it is a widower who was left alone. Dumb face heals loneliness and helplessness and we are thankful for it. It is also a gift from the Lord, but not the help we need. You just whistle at the dog. It can be trained. The dog will adapt and know when to wag his tail. Woman will never do that! The animal is our mirror. Our second self. Animals do what we want. We like it, but it doesn’t help. The animal is here for us. But when we find a partner in love, we know that we're here for him. Love teaches us to prefer others before us. Love doesn’t mean to possess, but to give our best that is in us. Love hurts and that’s why it is so beautiful and famous. Love is God. Literally, as Scripture says: "The flame of the Lord."
3. Oppositionis the real help. In the original Hebrew, we can read that the Lord literally said that He creates human help "against him." It sounds strange, but it well describes what we are missing. Man and woman need someone who will stand like against them. Someone with whom they will "have to" agree. Anyone as equal and equally important as they are.Neither the master nor servant, but their other half. Love means to find a person who is beautiful just the way it is different. A man and woman are. They have different opinions, views, valuation and feelings. Sometimes it leads to a conflict. He knows the map; she is not ashamed to ask for directions. He doesn’t speakmuch; she can say it for both. He thinks with head, shethinks with heart. And that’s what man needs. To hear another opinion.To have opposition at home - not a ruler or slave. Bone of my bones teaches us to reassess opinions, seek and learn new things. The love is not just cuddling. Equally beautiful and exciting is mutual misunderstanding, listening and communication. Confidential negotiations behind closed doors and a final peace agreement. Love is a test of our maturity. Child asserts itself. An adult can be recognized by the fact that he or she asks about the opinion of others and takes it seriously. Love is cooperation. Marriage is a team.

4. Where's my rib? The term 'rib' in Hebrew is not just a bone in the chest, but also the "wall". Maybe thorax wall.But also the wall of the house or even the wall of the temple. A man without a woman and a woman without a man are like houses without walls. They are like the unfinished house which lacks some of the walls. It is interesting that man usually note this only after he meets the other one. Until he falls in love, he thinks of himself like a hero,well-built and well-protected from all sides. In his mind he says: "I don’t need anybody." I can do everything by myself. Sometimes he doesn’t find a partner and lives alone. He will cover the hole with something else. A man should be able to iron his shirts and woman should be able to hammer a nail into the wall. But then, who will praise them for it? Who will tell them what they are doing wrong? Who will lovingly admonish and encourage them? Love means to discover what we are missing. Discover the lost rib. Find a lost wall of your house. Love expands the horizon, but it is not free. One has to give up his own ribs. And that means to retreat, to deny, to reduce you, and make the place for the other, in order to obtain more.

5. God’s narcosis. The Bible tells us that before Adam found the woman, God “caused a deep sleep”. When Adam woke up from a deep sleep, he discovered a woman. He had it easy. He didn’t have to come on to anyone. God brought his bride before him. He was out, and when he awoke, he faced the being from which he was thrilled. We now behave differently.The internet tells us how to pick up a girl or a boy. Relatives and friends teach us what to say, how to smile, how to impress the other. Someone tries on beautiful clothes. Some choose a deep neckline. Another manly stubble on his face. One plays with her hair. Another shows off his muscles. Someone will arrive on expensive car. Another pretends collapse and waits who will save her. But we usually don’t find our life long help like this. Love is not the result of tactics and efforts. Love cannot be bought or earned. Real love is the discovery and grace. Miracle.A gift from the Lord. Love empowers us, we do not know how. The fact that a person falls in love is something that defies logic and reason. There is no method. There is no need to worry too much that I don’t go out with anybody and I don’t have anyone. Those who believe Godmust also believe in deep sleep. Even the fact that the Lord God, sooner or later,will show someone. We shouldn’t defend to love, bus we also shouldn’t force to love or rush for it. Everything has its time.
6. Who found the bone, discovered the gem.It’s not hard to fall in love. It’s difficult to know if it's the right one. It often happens that two people like each other, date, but then they break up. That's not a bad thing. Breaking up in time is not a mistake, but bravery. Break-up requires courage to say "enough" to something, and belief that something better will come. When a person falls in love, should wait two years until he or she gets a bit sober from affection and then ask himself: "Is this really the bone of my bones?Did I found a piece of my own body?” Bone means support. So the question is: "Can I really lean on a man that I love? What would he do if I will not know what to do? Will he laugh at me or raise me?"The body is on the contrarysoft and vulnerable. The body needs to be treated with care. Body aches. So the question is: "Can my partner tell what bothers me, what do I miss and what do I suffer?" If so, it is possible to prepare the wedding. If not, it’s better to end it and search again.

7. And they shall be one flesh.I didn’t talk about sex and physical love yet. Indeed, there’s no need to hurry. One should not begin with sex because sex will drown out everything else. Physical love is wonderful, but man can lose his mind. It is necessary to keep it as the culmination of something that is solid as it is, secure and reliable. Who longs only for sex, can only conquer. It's not an expression of love, but a manifestation of selfishness. In bed you cannot see whether you match in life. But we are looking for someone who would stay with us during both good and bad days. We are building a house that has to endure more than sixty years! First, you need to dig foundations, build walls, lay the roof and then book the bedroom. When man and woman make love, they cling to each other. They will never forget it. Becoming one flesh is such intimacy and secrecy that it's worth preservingfor the single one we love. 
8. And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed. Being naked doesn’t mean just having your clothes off and being ashamed doesn’t only mean to be embarrassment. It also means that I have nothing to hide from the other. Being naked means that the other sees me as I really am.And surprise surprise, they take one another with their nudity and love it as God loved them. Love between women and men is a mystery of love between God and man. No one knows man as much as God. And we don’t have to play anything in front of Him, have nothing to pretend, because it would be pointless. God sees us throughout the nakedness of our being. Hidden thoughts and unspoken words, foolish desires, unrealisticplans.He’s not laughing at us, He doesn’t ridicule us. He takes us seriously and believes our promises. He always has new hope about us. He forgives us and has compassion upon us. Therefore, we are not afraid of Him and love Him with all our hearts. Therefore we would never replace Him. Our hearts grew together and our souls belong only to Him. My God. My loved one!
Amen
