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Ez 37:12-14

It is a Sunday today. The day on which the Lord Jesus raised from the grave.

Ezechiel's vision of dry bones leads us into the most difficult period of Israel's history. The Jewish nation was literally in its ultimate down. It lost all it could. All who had in Israel any significance were taken into Exile. The Temple was destroyed. The King was executed. The lend was taken by foreigners. There was no brisk of hope for a change. The nation was literally dead. Those who survived tried to assimilate with the environment and not draw to much attention to himself. And suddenly, in the midst of Babylon, a foreign land comes the prophet Ezechiel. He invited people from the tribe of Judah who lived around him and told them: “I had a vision from God. I saw a valley which was full of white bones. God took me to an empty battle field where thousands of people perished. It was a dreadful sight. Everywhere there were white unburied  bones. So many unnecessarily ended lives. And God's voice said: “What you are seeing is your nation. It is dead. And no one was found to bury it. My people of Israel whom I took out of slavery in Egypt was destroyed. Only bones left.” “ 

When Ezechiel's listeners imagined what he told them, they couldn't but cry. It was their own story. It was them who were the dead nation. The nation without a hope. It is horrible when a person doesn't have anything to live for. But the prophet took a breath ans said: “But imagine what God told me: “Son of man, speak to the dead bones. Speak to them. Tell them to get up!Tell them to stand on their feet.” When I didn't understand what meaning does this have I obeyed and spoke to the bones.” This is what the Lord says:”I will accomplish what no one ever heard that never ever entered the mind of anybody. I, the Lord, will cloth you with flesh. I, the Lord, will fill you with the breath of life and you will live...” And then, it happened. First, there  was a sound a quiet sound as if there was a small fire of woods, but the noise was getting louder and it became in a thunder sound as if there was a storm in a distance. And then I  saw the bones being slowly connected, joint, muscles was grown on them and skin covered them. In front of him, on the vast field lay thousands of people. But still they were dead.!

The Lord spoke again, though: “I will breath life into the dead bodies. Come, spirit from all four corners and make them live again!”

“And then I saw”, ,says Ezechiel, “ the people get up one after another and make an orderly form and it was a huge army.” 

Amazed listeners asked: “Ezechiel, what does this vision mean?”

The prophet answered: “The dead bones are us who keep complaining: “It is the end. Our hope has ended. We have no future. Babylon is our grave.” Hear me carefully: “God will make us stand again and we will live. The Lord will open the pit we got into and will lead us into a place we will live again.”

“Beautiful story.” said Ezechiel's listeners.

“Don't you know that everything is now pointless? We will never return home.”

All these things took place in around 580BC. Ezechiel was almost 50 years old and his friends had been already almost 20 years in captivity. Jerusalem was flattened to the ground and nothing showed any sighn of change.

We also live in Babylon today. In Babylon of today. In a pagan's temple of consume and plenty. In Babylon of pointless wishes and fantasies. In a land where plenty has become the idol. Many cannot imagine a return. Many were born into this strange land governed by flaw and corruption. Many wouldn't go anywhere else. The got filled their stomachs from state and European funds like a pig before slaughter. They got used to live on a debt, out of some else's, anonymous money. But there are also those who feel, that there isn't something right in this Babylon.

The Jews in the end learned how to live in Babylon. It didn't take more than 20 years for the standards to change, just like in our country. 20 years earlier they left for a country of a different customs, different economics. For 20 years they were coping with a different lifestyle, different worldview and culture. Their words don't mean anything here, in Babylon. They must play according to the ideas of the empires ideas. Their own children who don't remember a different state system are saying: “What problem do you have? Isn't it nice, here in Babylon? It is the country of limitless possibilities and growth. You can trade, start your own Synagogue and anything you please. Stop groaning.”

But after 20 year suddenly the prophet Ezechiel comes. He has the vision of the future from the Lord. Vision that says that what we are living in is like a valley of dry bones.

“What will happen?” asks everyone... Revolution? Oh no! God leaves the nation another 40 years without a change. Something will happen... yes, will happen, only after another 40 years. 

The Lord has plenty of time. He is not in hurry. He lets history to ripe. After the strange vision of Ezechiel followed another 40 year. But then suddenly their children were asked out of the sudden to return and rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem. The all-powerful empire of Babylon was over overnight. The new leader was Keros of Persia took  over who gave people live according to their nationalities in their own land. It was such a revolutionary change that nothing in the following and previous history will hardly match. The nation which should be forever forgotten literally came true. Ezechiel's fairy tale became a reality. The valley of dead bones came to life and people came back to their land and began to live according to God's law like their ancestors. Mirracles happens.

But to take joy in them and harvest the fruit can only those who believe them. 

For you to understand. For Israelites to return after more than 60 years and fulfill Ezechiel's story , they had to at least deep in their hard all the 60 years time believe the fairy tale story. They had to prepare the return in their minds. How else could the children born in Babylon return if they hadn't heard from their parents the way to do so. And why they would return in the first place, if, like other nations, they would have chosen different gods of Babylon.

Miracles happen but people have to believe them and get ready for them That's why Ezechiel had this vision.

Most people at his time ignored it but others believed and prepared for the possibility of return. They didn't live up to the day themselves but their children they brought up in the hope of return. And these children, when they became adults and when it was possible and left just bought houses  and went to a place where no Babylonians would interfere into their lives.

And how does it relate with Jesus' resurrection which we celebrate every Sunday? Very closely!

The message about Jesus' return sounds to many (of us) like a fairy tale about dry bones. It would be nice if people had the ability to get from the grave. But is it possible? Noone can imagine that people could just get from the grave  and live again. But it happened. Jesus who suffered from every human suffering lived among us. Even he could only pray  to God like us. When his enemies wanted to get rid of him, he didn't run away. He didn't deny his faith in God's control and went to the Cross. And the third day this man was alive and healthy to the amazement to his disciples. There were wounds on his body from the nails. The disciples didn't at first recognized him, but when he started to eat the fish, they realized it was him.

It sounds equally strange just as Ezechiel was talking about the bone. It is similar with us. The Gospel about Jesus is a challenge for us in the  world where everything is going to end, to take a carriage to believe that life has a meaning beyond death. Someone will object: “And what is it good for? We will die anyway and what will come no one knows. Maybe something will come but we don't need to car.” But this is a big mistake. Faith in resurrection determines the way we live today. Our life priorities that we follow now depend on what sort of things we make effort in. 

Who doesn't believe in resurrection has nothing but trust in what he sees around himself. All his efforts are aimed to get most of what is around. Who lives by the present will not take care for the others. Who thinks that life ends in grave won't do anything beyond what is his own profit. He things in in the scale of one mandate period – one life. And that is some 70-90 years. 

But who believes that life doesn't end in grave thanks to Jesus that will think in the  horizon of eternity. Our life will then be a long story not ended by time. Every dead and word has a deeper validity. And that is a different responsibility. It is a similar difference as if one is planting a radish and another one a wood of pine. The one who believes in resurrection knows, that if you build a “house” it will be here for ages.

Ezechiel had only a vision and it was fulfilled in the end. The disciples didn't have just a vision. They ate and drank with a living Lord. They saw him face to face. This is a reason to believe in their good news and let it penetrate all of our lives.

