HE SAVED OTHERS, LET HIM SAVE HIMSELF

Luke 23:35And the people stood by, looking on. And even the rulers were sneering at Him, saying, “He saved others; let Him save Himself if this is the Christ of God, His Chosen One.”

Dearsisters anddearbrothers, Jesus of Nazarethwas not the firstnorthe lastof a series ofsentenced tohumiliatingdeathon the cross.Thosewho werethusexecutedweretens of thousands. So Jesus' execution was nothing special from the outside view. This ordinariness was highlighted by the fact that two criminals were crucified along with Jesus. Although it was a common spectacle, it enjoyed the public interest in Jerusalem. The execution was public, so the Evangelist says: "The people stood by, looking on." For us it’s weird and unacceptable to look with an interest on one's suffering and execution, but it was normal back then. Except for ordinary people, also the leaders of the Jews - members of the Board were watching the execution. These members of the Jewish council also sneered at Him. They belonged to the enemies of the Lord Jesus. Jesus had most enemies in the council, which numbered about 70 members. But at the same time we read in the Gospel that some of these Council members were secretly Jesus’ disciples. It is clear that Jesus didn’t have so many direct and absolute enemies, but they were most influential in the country.

But even these sworn enemies cannot deny now that Jesus was helping othersin His life. With the look of mocking hate they resemble Him a miraculous recovery, which helped tens and hundreds of sick and disabled when they came or were brought to Him.“He saved others; let Him save Himself if this is the Christ of God, His Chosen One.”This sentence belongs to the horror of the Passion, the tragedy of human action towards God. He helped the others but cannot help himself;if He was indeed the Messiah, He could help. According to the expectations of Board members, the true Messiah and King of Israel, God's chosen one, the one that should establish a new age, should be characterized by power and glory. If Jesus' claim is justified, if He’s indeed the Messiah, then at this moment, when He’s hanging on the cross, He should miraculously and clearly prove that He’s the expected Messiah. He should save himself and come down from the cross.

Verse, on which we’re now focusing, has emphasized precisely this contradiction. Jesus with His appearance,in His misery and in His humility to the end, didn’tresemble the Savior by anything. His death on the cross looked ordinary and for Jews it was the biggest disgrace. It was inconceivable to them that their King, their Messiah could end up with such humiliating death. But the aim of the gospel is to emphasize that just because Jesus didn’t save himself, He’s the true Messiah and Redeemer. Jesus didn’t succumb to the temptation to descend from the cross. He didn’t flinch from the path of obedience to God. The words of the Board members sounded like a temptation. You helped others - and look where you've ended, now you cannot even help yourself. Jesus resisted these devil words and didn’t help himself. In the highest need, when His life was in danger, He didn’t start thinking only of himself. He became the Redeemer precisely because He thought of the others to the end. Jesus could not help himself also because He decided to stand on a place that in God's perspective belonged to all of us: the place of condemnation. 
Jesus' death was not an error, misunderstanding, or a mistake for which Hepaid hard, it was the intention, the way, the only way to reconcile God's anger flared against sinful man. Just because Jesus hadn’t helped himself onGolgotha,He helped us. That is unbeatable and uniquely significant meaning of Jesus' cross. He suffered for us. For our sins. For us He drank the cup of bitterness and suffering to the bottom, to His death, the death of the Son of God, the death from love, and He brought to this world forgiveness, mercy and new life.
And notice one thing. Although Jew officials were looking at Jesus with mocking hate, the biggest group under the cross was other observers, "gapers, rubberneckers." The people stood by, looking on.Neither supporters nor unambiguous enemies.Just indifferent people. Surely even today we can find obvious enemies, but now as then Jesus has against Him rather indifferent, halfway and lukewarm people who only stand and look.
Remember that face to face to Jesus' cross we cannot remain in a critical distance. We can only stare and rubberneck indifferently as if nothingwas going on. I cannot stand by as if the events on the cross had no relation to me. It’s true that everything around us is pushing us into this group of observers who are anxiously trying not to get wet, not to get involved with Jesus or the church, rather don’t want to have anything in common with God and just stand in a critical distance.
Even the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews, however, urged his readers: "So, let us go out to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach." That means – don’t stand at a distance only as bystanders. It’s not possible to remain permanently independent rubberneckerwithout serious consequencesfor life. We should confess to Jesus on the cross, humble and humiliated, not be ashamed before men to confess him as my Lord, to show clearly that the rejected is my Lord and Savior. He was also hanging on the cross for me. Because of my sin. This is faith. Faith that doesn’t require proof or a miracle since the crucified Jesus is a clear revelation of God's love and forgiveness. Such a belief relies on the daily help of its Lord and Savior.
Good Friday! God opens the door to Him in His kingdom through His Son’s victim. Since Good Friday, the salvation is offered to anyone who publicly admits to Jesus' suffering. Who believe in Him, who won’t reject Him, who doesn’t just impassivelystare. He says:“Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven.” Mt 10:32

Amen

