JESUS‘ VOICE
John 10:22-42 (especially v.11-16 „My sheep hear my voice“)

GRACE AND PEACE FROM GOD OUR FATHER AND LORD JESUS CHRIST
Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth. Serve the Lord with gladness; Come before Him with joyful singing. Know that the Lord made us, and His people and the sheep of His pasture.
(Psalm 100:1-3)
Prayer: Lord God, to You we sing songs of celebration, if only for the fact that You created this special day, that You gave us the opportunity and impulse to get together. Thank You that You speak to us so we can see the reality with Your eyes, that You don’t protect us from the harsh truth about us, but You protect us from despair, that You don’t feel sorry for us in our lamentations, but You show mercy when we really cry, that You don’t poke us to the halter of endless obligations, but You invite us to the path of life. We sing to You and thank You for Jesus Christ, Your Son, and the Shepherd of our souls. Amen
Sermon text: I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. He who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He flees because he is a hired hand and is not concerned about the sheep. I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me, even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd. (John 10:11-16)
Sermon:
Dear friends, Jesus says: I am the good shepherd, and I know my own sheep and My own know me. On first listen it sounds like a rather trivial statement. But the shepherds, who lead their herds on the pasture the whole day, are gathering together in the evening. And herds of different owners are mixed together and then spend the night together. Each morning shepherds arrive and call them.
What is incredible that to the call of shepherd always pick up the sheep which belong to him. They follow the voice of their own. They don’t follow foreigner. Subaudition of this metaphor may surprise: a belonging with the herd of sheep is not given by an application to the church and membership in it. Members of the herd are those who follow their shepherd. It isn’t resolved what to do with those who belong to their shepherds and yet don’t follow him or follow another one. The parable says - the mine, those of Christ are those who rise up in the morning and follow their shepherd.


You hear a call: “Follow me, come with me, do not worry, and just hold me. I am the good shepherd. I lead in paths of justice; I give relax on the grassy floodplains and lead to quiet locations at the water” (Psalm 23).
Hmm, anyone can say that, you say. And how do I know that I’m the right one? Sure, there are more shepherds. Every morning and every day a voices of different lords and shepherds babble. Christ is not the only one that calls. There are others. I believe that the evil in our time, in our society does not so much appear as gross and barbaric violence. It's clever. It tempts. It offers, beslavers and promises impossible. Such seduction usually offers easier and more comfortable way of life, as a shortcut to get to the fun, success, prosperity and happiness. The voices around us every day are so many - many shepherds from politics and show business. Such motto "stability and prosperity", wow this is the motto that the sheep like.
I am afraid that situation today is not built the way the Scriptures challenges us. The way that I knowingly choose to follow either Jesus or other shepherds. These days learned to work with subliminal influence, manipulation and pandering. How much of what we do, where we go, where and what we buy, we make of a conscious decision or a decision made from marketing shepherds; we are no longer able to distinguish that easily. And I leave aside the fact that many Christians take advantage of these methods as well. Faith is promoted as a miracle product leading to success, a happy life and healthy living. Do you know that active Christians are living longer on average and have a happier life?
How to recognize the right call in the babbling voices and callings? The answer is Easter. A good shepherd will lay down his life for his sheep. Any role of the shepherd is irreplaceable - the good shepherd will give himself for his sheep, will put the neck and doesn’t hesitate to sacrifice for the herd - because he loves them. He will let himself to be clawed to pieces by the wolves only to rescue his beloved herd. At Easter we remind - Christ left his body being clawed to pieces, he allowed himself to be executed on the cross, so the evil which is upon our heels wouldn’t claw the man to pieces. Hence we may still repeat the words of 23rd Psalm again after Easter or during any confirmation: Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me. Jesus went through it and he knows the way through the valley of the shadow of death. He went through it, so he can lead us through such places. He didn’t run away, he was not just hired guardian of the herd which at the first threat slams into the boots. He’s the Son of God, the one that belongs to his herd and the herd belongs to him.
Picture of the shepherds, the herd and the calling belongs to the Easter period. Then we remember: the resurrected Jesus comes to his disciples and calls them by name. Will they know him? Will they follow him? Will they know his voice? Thomas, who is incomprehensibly called unbelieving, started it when he said: My Lord and my God. For us the time after Easter is similar, we meet with Christ, who as the shepherd is calling his people; he’s calling them to the way: Come, let’s go to another trip - this way leads to God's kingdom. Those who are waiting for the voice of the shepherd of their life will come and follow him.
A good shepherd will lay down his life for the sheep. These words are as spent arrow, spent message to the present time. They perhaps have more sense than ever. At the time of prosperity, when death is perceived more as a mistake (when death in the hospital is an opportunity to sue the hospital), this time we may take these words as a necessary orientation to life. Good Shepherd is the one that is worthy to be followed and which can do something so incomprehensible as to lay down his life for his people - not of fanaticism and delusion, but of love. Fanatics remove and destroy supposed sinners. Jesus laid down his life for them. Christ gave his life for the sheep he knows well, for the obvious sinners.
However, he did so not only for us, but also for those not of his fold - he must bring those as well. Surely it’s not just about us who hear the shepherd's call. Christ is not just for his own people, for his baptized members and non-members of CB, for those who know his voice and knows where to find him. He also goes to the others. We don’t know what role we can play in it. The Gospel of John is not as clear as others in it, where the disciples are sent directly to preach and baptize. But still, true as ever: Love your fellow as yourself and who wants you to go with him a mile, go with him two. I like at this point that no other commission is said. Because that first, basic and most important is to hear the voice of the shepherd and go after him. Knowing him as he knows me. What to do, where to go, and where to lead the church and church work, it will come by itself. The first is to hear the call and go to the way. And the second is to follow this voice of Jesus. Amen.
Intercessory Prayer:

Merciful God, you're a good shepherd. You are looking mainly for lost sheep, lonely and broken. Please take care of those who need you in any way, who find their lives broken and unfulfilled. We pray for those who think that they are good by themselves, who hurt themselves by retreating from you. We pray for those whose love for you cools down, whose faith is fading, for those who doubt, for those who for many burdens and worries don’t have time for you. Lord, don’t let us be indifferent to those who need us in any way, whether they belong to our community or not. Please give us the ability to search and be able to reach those. Open our ears, minds and hearts for us to go to those who fall into despair, into the feeling of utter defeat and let us enjoy the heavenly pleasure with anyone who will return to you. Please restore your church so that many would desire for its fellowship, so that everyone in the world who yearn for justice, who seek meaning in their lives, would find new hope and strength in your gospel. 

Amen.

