JESUS’ CONGRATULATIONS
(or blessed are those…) part 2

Mt 5:1-12 

Brothers and sisters, blessings or congratulations is one of the most famous texts. Jesus summarized into them what is perspective in God's eyes, why God congratulates man. The Son of God came to tell us that despite the pain the situation of some people is promising. That their poverty will not only deepen, that they don’t have to despair, but they know that God's benevolence opens them fame. It’s not about our feelings, but about what God congratulates us on. It's about who is celebrated by God. These blessings are about to become a definition of what Jesus brings.

In the 4th God's congratulation we read: Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. God is definitely not laughing on those who yearn for a better world and better order, but congratulates them. He doesn’t despise those who miss justice as well as bread and water, those who worry about the position of the poor, minorities, women, the looting of nature, human irresponsibility, or still new forms of slavery. In His eyes they are not deplorable fools. On the contrary, fools are those to Him who like the current disarray. He congratulates those who don’t like it, because they made ​​the first step to open to the new order of love that He brings in Christ. He sent his Son because He wants to feed every burning desire for justice. A new order is based on Jesus' victory over sin. Much deeper than human revolution or modern decision of enlightened politicians can establish. The new order should work in the Church in which man received Christ with all his heart. Every desire for justice will be satisfied just in Christ. It may be a personal desire of an individual not to be tied to evil, or a desire for equitable relationships in society.

But the Lord doesn’t bless those who are idly waiting for Judgment Day, but those, whose concern about the state of today's world lead to effort to heal all of its illnesses with God's help, to evangelize not only individuals, but also structures. He encourages us, His followers, that it has its meaning. But at the same time He doesn’t want us to be tough individuals who don’t know mercy. Some fighters for social justice with a machine gun in hand who shoot depending on the mood.

Another blessing is talking about that: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. According to the world it’s not good to show mercy, man should manage to defend his position, whether it is happiness, resources, time or demands. The world is tapping on the shoulders of those who go hard after those who owe something, committed an offence, or are broke. But God no. He renews the world with love and forgiveness. And therefore He congratulates those who know how to accept and forgive. Accept the hungry, the sick, refugees and others in need, forgive prisoners or people from the neighborhood who hurt or disappointed them. He shall not break the bruised reed in Christ, and therefore He congratulates those who raise another person who is at the bottom. Those become His paintings, mediators of His new life. And they shall obtain mercy.


I think The Lord doesn’t mean here that people will repay our mercy. Mostly it is not so. Rather He wants to say that when we give His mercy, God will also have it for us. Not because He exchanges something for something, but because we understood the range of His gospel.


Who is able to mourn for evil and in what others in their stupidity still rejoice, is also not a fool who unnecessarily bothers his own life. Jesus' followers mourn when the others welcome the declaration of war, purges, or the emergence of dictators with cheers. Church weeps when others refuse Christ and silence His Word. And yet it’s not stupid. God congratulates her at that moment that she shares His love for fallen creatures. And gives her joy that no one can take from her: the joy from the present Lord, who is stronger than those whom their surroundings obeyed. The joy of God who fights in Christ for us even against ourselves. Who is affected very strongly that this world is not paradise, can yearn for a paradise and take as good news that Jesus overcame death and the restoration of paradise has begun.

We can doubly congratulate those who mourn with those who mourn, who suffered some misfortune.

It is followed with other blessing: Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called sons of God. For the peace of God is created by reconciliation, forgiveness and mercy.


Do you know who these peacemakers of whom Jesus speaks are? They are not those peace-loving people who enjoy quiet, who hates disputes and are by nature very conciliatory. Such people tend to have a hidden desire not to be disturbed. Peacemakers are also not those good people who trust God and do not defend when someone insults or provokes them. Peacemakers are those who love peace so much that are not afraid to intervene in disputes and bring peace to those who live in a disagreement. They eliminate stress; terminate the state of "cold war" which they face in many environments, families, work, school, sports, among nations...

The creator of peace can be only the one who has a peace in himself and also the courage to reconcile conflicts around him. We should be peacemakers, especially by our actions. So that we live in harmony with God's will.

Maybe in your family you witnessed your father not to speak a word to your uncle, perhaps for life, since they had a fight. Just as you know that your grandmother doesn’t speak with a woman who lives upstairs because she’s very noisy. You know what rivalry is at work of one of your friends. Perhaps even you had a fight with your classmates at school... Relationships with your peers that you meet at sports are not always the best. Indomitable desire prevails in you to be first, you want to surpass the other, not only from mere rivalry.


If you live in the church, you surely noticed how many small and large discrepancies arise and persist in it. Television, newspapers and radio announce every day that the world is similar to a huge hospital... Nations are often seriously ill. They so much need a creator of peace to heal often tense and unmanageable relationships that represent a threat of war, if it hasn’t started already. This service fundamentally unites us with God.
The Lord also congratulates those who have clean, pure heart. But who has the heart in which there’s not even a little evil, temptation, adultery, or selfishness? Such a heart is the only one, and it belongs to the Lord himself. David asks God for it in the 51st Psalm together with confession of sins. So the Lord doesn’t congratulate some whizz in recognition of good from evil, but sinners who repent and let the Spirit of God clean up their hearts and their will. Sinners who want God's cleanup and don’t resist God in the maintenance of their hearts. He promises to those that they will see God. Actually, He first promises them to easily recognize God in Jesus, in that simple carpenter from Nazareth. And further, that they will see the essence of God, that they will see God face to face, what even Moses couldn’t. Like the 1st and the 3rd, this blessing is the congratulation to the humility that let God act. Pure heart is a gift; God will open and reveal his true form only to the person who asks for it and takes it from the hands of Christ.
Last congratulation is aimed to the persecuted for righteousness and the attached commentary clearly refers to the unpopularity of the church in the world due to its Lord. He says that we don’t have to make a tragedy out of it when we are persecuted, cursed and gossiped. Yes, we should self-critically ask whether we are really persecuted for righteousness and not for our unfaithfulness to gospel. And when we clarify this, let us comfort that God's truth in the world never had a bed of roses. The moments when the truth of God fascinates the crowds, and preachers of the gospel are popular, are the exceptions in our nation. The truth is that the old man in us is angry when someone offers him a crucified Savior, when he’s placed into the position of the sinner who has nothing, when someone speaks into his life. So he uses everything to silence God's speech. And that’s why the persecution belongs to the worshipping attitude of Jesus’ followers.


So all the blessings show how the coming of the Kingdom of God in Christ is changing world situation in which we find ourselves. Blessings are also changing our view of the situation. They say that there is no need to worry about all the troubles, no need to defend myself, but it is possible to rely with trust on God's mercy, and find the life perspective and wise, unselfish relationship to the human community. Amen
