JESUS‘ CONGRATULATIONS
(or blessed are those who…) part 1

Mt 5:1-12 

Brothers and sisters, blessings or congratulations is one of the most famous texts. Jesus summarized into them what is perspective in God's eyes, why God congratulates man. The Son of God came to tell us that despite the pain the situation of some people is promising. That their poverty will not only deepen, that they don’t have to despair, but they know that God's benevolence opens them fame. It’s not about our feelings, but about what God congratulates us on. It's about who is celebrated by God. These blessings are about to become a manifesto of what Jesus brings.
1. Lord Jesus addresses first congratulation to the poor in spirit. At that time and also today, the world congratulates rich because they can afford everything. With their money they can affect the world in which they live, they can avoid many inconveniences, they can get insured, secure a comfortable life and enjoy what comes to their mind. They don’t have to toil; their money, shrewdly invested, make more money. They don’t have to beg anybody for anything; on the contrary, many people are dependent on them. But the world is afraid of poverty as it means deficiency, dependence, helplessness. Poverty condemns to the insignificance and insignificant are ignored, humiliated, violated. Who is poor, is weak, and the world belongs to strong. But the Lord Jesus doesn’t congratulate strong and rich, but those who belong to the poor. BUT ATTENTION: he doesn’t congratulate on any kind of poverty: he knows very well that there is poverty strongly unblessed in which a person doesn’t have anything, but thinks like a rich, is full of envy and hatred towards successful, denounces God that he’s unfair when he let others to be rich, but not him, and when others have chances and health, but not him. And this thinking is as blocked against the gospel as the self-confidence of the blessed. Man is also tempted to worship wealth and positions and not to wait to God, who endows even if the wealth and influence are unsurpassed goals. The Lord knew why he said blessed the poor in spirit.
He wasn’t as foolish as Marx to think that poverty makes a better person, that the working class is less selfish than the bourgeoisie. He even didn’t agree with those who didn’t want to "get dirty" with the material property but accumulated intellectual or religious possessions. Even they want to be their own saviors and put hope into their performances and achievements, albeit immaterial. Jesus told God's congratulation those who guided by the Holy Spirit do not build their own position, but remain as children - little ones, vulnerable, dependent on God’s grace and the good will of other people. Although those will seem crazy in this world and will often live very uncomfortable life but they keep one important feature that will allow them to gain share in the age of God's reign: the skill of receiving the gift, to be served. These people do not consider anything for granted, even if they pay for it. They see everything as God's gift, as an expression of God's love. These people didn’t get used to despise everything weak and insignificant, and thus recognize the treasure of the Gospel in "earthen vessel"; they will find God even in the form of a servant and later criminal Jesus.



Speaking with words of the prophet: they do not run to themselves but to the name of the Lord. They await the fulfillment of life, recovery of the world and rescue from evil by the fact that God will confirm his character and fulfill his promises. And therefore they also will be there when God fulfill them in Jesus. They live in hope for God's gift of grace and therefore they will receive it. On the contrary, one who fools and proudly says: I'm rich, I got rich and I don’t need anyone, cannot get anything and remain poor, pitiable and shabby, blind and naked.



So the Lord Jesus congratulates all who don’t secure but run to God and consider His love as a sufficient guarantee of their life. He doesn’t care at all how much money is in their wallet, if they are vegetarians, abstainers and celibate. He looks on the heart and finds the humility of children before the heavenly Father. He wants to share a new heaven and new earth with those who have it.


In this direction continues the third blessing in which the Lord congratulates the gentle and says that they shall inherit the earth. Gentle are those who have humility in the heart before God, who surrender to His gracious hands, and therefore do not assert with sharp elbows and live a modest, discreet life; for them the first thing is keeping the relationship with God intact, listening to the Word of God, readiness for God's service. Motto of the gentle is: "Not by might nor by power, but by my spirit." They don’t consider it necessary to impose their truth to everyone, they don’t consider it important to publicize themselves and take their space in secular hustle. They live with God, are waiting for Him, they’re the grains of salt to this earth and the lights in the darkness. They live and let live. They let their God to decide where they should stand and how much space is reserved for them. And Jesus promises to those that they will become eternal heirs of the whole earth. Earth belongs to the Lord. He gives it to whomsoever he wants. And God won’t give the earth to those who are dividing it confidently today, who expand on it, loot the oil, gas, minerals and timber regardless of anything and anybody and don’t care what’s left for the others. They will lose the earth forever. He prepared it for those who can live on it today as guests and considerate tenants. He prepared it as an inheritance share to those who are spiritual children of pilgrims Abraham and Sarah and don’t complain about it. The Apostle Paul expressed it later, saying, "Having nothing yet possessing all things." Kingdom of heaven and earth.


It may encourage Christians in the Czech Republic. We don’t have to be sorry that we have no influence. We dare to be silent in the country, those who are a blessing. Country in which we now feel like a foreigners even though we speak the language, is God's country. It is written in books that never change because they are written by a faithful God. 


Second congratulation of the Lord is to those who mourn. The specification of what they mourn is missing here. But it’s not necessary. Framing with both mentioned blessings leads us in a certain direction and suggests mourning before the Lord. There is also an unblessed cry with which one closes the gift of pleasure. When someone cries of rage that it’s not his way, when someone has lost someone and spends his whole life just with remorse as how God could do that is certainly not the position to which God would have congratulated. But generally speaking, mourning are those who are hurt that this world is not a paradise. Blessed mourning may be the beginning of the way to a deeper joy. In the world it is ideal to still laugh happily, not to experience anything painful and not to admit anything. Not for God, as a man who lives only in happiness cannot even appreciate it. A person who doesn’t admit anything is superficial and his indifference contributes powerfully to the world as a perfect hell. And God doesn’t want us to be like that.


When someone would say that a true Christian cannot suffer, cannot be sick, cannot experience tragic events, then show your finger on this blessing. With God it is otherwise: who is experiencing suffering and trials, get a chance to become a deeper person through them, revise its scale of values ​​and recognize God's faithfulness, which elevates, liberates and gives a new beginning. Who touches death can hear the gospel that for Jesus' cross and resurrection the death is not the last, and that those who have died in Christ, won’t perish. Who is affected very strongly that this world is not a paradise, so much that he mourns, can long for a paradise and take as good news that Jesus overcame death and the restoration of paradise has begun.



Doubly then we can congratulate the person who mourns with those who mourn, who suffered a misfortune, since it is the Spirit of Christ and true love in him and the fifth blessings is also for him: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
Amen

