JESUS’ MIRROR

“He who is forgiven little, loves little." L 7:47
To better understand the story it helps to read what precedes it. John came to Jordan and preached about inevitability of repentance. "God's judgment is at hand," he was saying, and he also was telling about the fact that people have the last chance to correct their life. He was strict, he was uncompromising. Not only to others but also to himself. He ate little, gave up comfort. With his threats he brought some people to conversion. He attended soldiers, customs officers, people who did not know the law, and all kinds of offenders. And he advised them what they should and should not do. But who of us can change on our own? Who among us is so strong that he won’t succumb again after a few weeks?

There were some people who agreed with John generally, but would not be baptized. The reason is simple. They believed that they have no need for fundamental change in life. They were people who believed in God with all their heart, and who tried to live by his words from birth. What would they change? All their life they wanted to glorify God and to be closer to the kingdom of God. They ate nothing unclean, did not take God's name in vain, did not steal anything, did not violate Sabbath. There was a lot of such people in Israel. They were called the Pharisees and their influence grew. They were pious, faithful, decent people, mostly poor and hardworking. If we are similar to someone, then to them.

When King Herod put John the Baptist in jail, Jesus appeared to the public. He also talked about the proximity of God's kingdom, also preached that we have to change and right ourselves. But he did it in different way than John.  He did not threat people with God’s judgement, but gained them with the promise of God's help and grace. He offered God's forgiveness and friendship. He believed that every person can change. He gave hope even to people  who have already given up over themselves. And to show that he was serious, he invited them to the table. At the table, he treated them as if they had never sinned. Pious did not like it. They also forgive but only those who have straighten out. But Jesus turned it! He forgave first and believed that people would remedy. According to the pious this could not work. Is it possible to give people first paycheck and then want them to work? And so, like they called John the Baptist "obsessed" - he is exaggerating it with those visions of God's judgment, Jesus was called "a glutton and a wine drinker". He’d still be with people rejoicing and being merry.

Yet one of the Pharisees named Simon invited to his home for a meal. Why? What was he thinking about? Who knows? Maybe he thought that it is just rumors. Maybe he wanted to talk to Jesus and tell him to stop being so silly as before. After all, the Pharisees were sought by people for their wisdom and education. The Pharisees counseled their neighbors. But before the subject came up a woman entered the room and knelt at Jesus' chair. Simon knew her and knew what people seek her services. He could throw her out, but he waited to see what Jesus would do. If he knows what she is he may be a prophet. And if not, it is clear that he is not.

He said nothing, but Jesus knew what he was thinking. Everything we manage to keep hidden under the guise of our smiles and sweet words and dignified behavior, God sees clearly. Hide away. Maybe it's daunting, but on the other hand, amazingly liberating. "Finally I do not have to pretend anything! Everything I'm afraid to say, God knows!" Thank God for Jesus’ mirror in which we see not only the tip of our nose but also on the bottom of our heart.

Jesus tells Simon - like once the prophet Nathan told King David - a parable. Short story, actually a riddle, of the two debtors. One owes "five hundred", the second "fifty thousand." The lender forgives both. Which one will be more grateful? Clear as pie. Man cured from cancer, will be happier than one cured the common cold!

But Jesus in this story reveals two directions of human lives. Narrow and wide path. Simon would never compare with the woman. But soon he discovers how he have revealed himself with his behaviour. He thought that Jesus would be grateful just for the fact that he was invited to the table. That is why he was so cold and aloof. He wanted to keep his distance from Jesus. First try him. And then, when Jesus would pass this "interview", he gives him more. Therefore, he did not even offer water for is feet, as was the custom.

The woman unlike the host loved Jesus. She had something to be grateful for. So much he forgave her. She believed that she can still start again. For her honesty and confession she was not thrown out, but she got another chance. What she did not have the strength for, she managed to start thanks to Jesus. She found again her self-esteem. And now she knew where Jesus is and she came to thank for all that. When she saw his feet dirty and full of sand, she used her tears instead of water. She was already crying anyway. And in place of towel she wiped his feet with her hair. And instead of cheap oil she rubbed them with a precious ointment. She was happy and had no reason to hide her grateful love.

Simon, however, is sure of himself. He knows the law, he carefully obey it. He can manage without Jesus. He is strong enough and faithful enough so that he was satisfied with his life. He is mirror to us. Maybe for those times when we read the Bible and listen to sermons because we want to make sure we're good at the core. When in our piety we compete with others. When we go to the Lord's Supper because we are honest, loyal and dependable. And perhaps we really are. But that’s not a reason to go to the Lord's Supper. Always, when a person relies on himself, he is missing something important. Some people are almost perfect, but are without love. Maybe they smile, but they do it out of obligation. Maybe they also help, but not because they like you, but for themself. Perhaps they pray for you, but just because it's easy.

This story, however, says that Jesus will always be in our lives just so great, how much we admit to our own weakness. Our gratitude and joy, our life force and determination are directly proportional to how much we let ourselves be forgiven.

Let's look again at Simon and unleash our imagination. Hats off over how strict he complies with all the rules of polite behavior. You won’t hear a bad word from his mouth. He calls wife always with the words: "my beloved". All his children are disciplined and well-behaved. But in reality he loves only himself. He won’t give you a hand, and if so, it’s cold. He doesn’t smile, and if so, his smile does not hug you. He does not really care. No, he’s not a happy man! He’s unable to enjoy life, friendship, being close to another human. If you stumble in life, he will throw you overboard with chilly pious calm.

But a glance at the woman. How did she suffer. How she despised herself. Now she is happy. She will not just love Jesus, but of all people! Even you! Such a woman will help you if you are in need, listen to you, if you won’t know what to do, share with you, if you are hungry, will let you sleep at her place, if you miss the train. She will lend you money even if you are unable to give them back, she will pray for you, even if you wouldn’t want it. People like her are a light in this world. Exemplary Simon’s will not help the world, grateful women will. 








Amen

