JESUS' HUMILITY


Luke 14:6-14


Many times in the past here in the Christian church we repeated biblical word: "God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble." In the general perception, however, Christians are considered either humble weaklings or cunning hypocrites. But how was in fact Jesus' humility? Our own humility should look like His! Follower of Jesus, "Christian" should know what the humility, after which he calls himself, looked like. How did humility of Jesus Christ look like?


There is a problem with humility. According to the Scriptures, a humble person should be well accepted by his fellowmen and God Himself. But in fact, truly humble man provokes with his existence those who are not humble or just for effect. They then diligently try the patience of the humble. They let him know hardly that he should improve in many ways and most importantly: he shouldn't be so "humbly proud." True humility doesn't flower much among the people. I've never seen a humble manager of a big group. Maybe they exist, but certainly not in a situation when they force up through the corpses of their unsuccessful colleagues. When they are firmly seated on top of the corporate pyramid of power, then perhaps they can already afford this virtue.

Even humility in relation to God is a tricky thing. And what about Jesus? Jesus was said to be humble. We may think that, but the Pharisees and the Sadducees surely didn't think so. These gentlemen had crucified Him for His outrageous impudence because He made Himself the Son of God. Even today's lesson of humility which we read in the Gospel is not innocent. Jesus of Nazareth saw the arrogance of Pharisees with which the invited guests selected the first places (Luke 14:7). Defense of humility represents courageous social critique of a certain practice with which Jesus strongly disagreed. Speech of our Lord and Savior against arrogance and subsequent defense of humility have something presumptuous in it, and so prophetic. This criticism made the Lord Jesus on the entirely inappropriate place – Sabbath sit-down, where all guests are supposed to behave with tact and friendly and shouldn't throw mud on each other. Chapter 14 begins: "It happened when He went into the house of one of the leaders of the Pharisees on the Sabbath to eat bread." What was Jesus saying to them there? Is it appropriate? Was He humble at that moment? Is He sitting somewhere in a corner to make the peace with His exemplary humility in Saturday's community at the table? No! Jesus simply doesn't have the social feeling for what is and is not appropriate to say on similar occasions.

And again we see a typical prophetic feature in action, when the word comes mostly in bad timing and usually leads to a conviction of the one who said it. A socially inappropriate urge that the host should in the future invite to the Sabbath all beggars certainly disturbed a pleasant mood as well. He said that God Himself will repay to him "at the resurrection of the righteous" (Luke 14:14). If I was the addressed  host, I would wonder twice: first, at the unusual character of this advice and also at the fact that someone can be so rude and put himself into the role of heavenly mentor and lecturer. Jesus at the conclusion of the story didn't invoke to the authority of Moses, Torah, Sanhedrin or anyone else. He only modestly in two sentences said how God Himself sees it at the end of time. And this is arrogance, because He disdained all existing religious authorities. They may say the same, but it's not the same. Some competent religious authority should have commented it first. But Jesus with His known magnanimity notoriously ignored these instances and often claimed that His words are true just because He said them personally. I don't know what's humble about that.

Here you object, "but He was "HIM ". With a capital "H". He was the Son of God. He could say that and could stand up into this role. But then tell me why is He saying to all of us: "Learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart." Mt 11:29. So where is the core of biblical humility? Surely it is about a  "humble heart", not the humility of language and action. Jesus doesn't encourage us to behave humbly, but to have a humble heart. That's a big difference. If a pastor or other religious authority say to you: "You should be more humble, you should not act so and so and say so and so", don't listen to him. Perhaps he has no idea what is humility of the heart. For centuries the people of God were led to dull  bowing heads and humble acceptance of everything that said spiritual authorities. They were often saying good things and it was easy to listen and follow, but just as often they were saying bad things so they had to resist them. But biblical pseudo-teaching about humility didn't allow it. But just because later people didn't know Jesus yet. That they projected the image of Jesus into martyred sweet feminine face that stands all things, believes and doesn't criticize anything. This is wrong. In Jesus was a lot of wild, untamed, prophetic, proud and noble. He criticized with earthiness not only the current leaders, but also His own disciples, and yet He did not hesitate to say: "Learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart." Where is the humility that we should follow? It is the humility of heart which gets to the surface in Paul's letter to the Philippians where he writes about Jesus: “Although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross." (Phil 2:6-8) This humility of our Lord Jesus Christ does not begin with hunchbacked humility, but rather with absolute dignity and pride which the Son of the Father has in heaven. Just then follow the task and mission which the Son has to perform. Only in His majesty and His task comes the humility of heart as a dedication to the service which He chose freely. 

In the Letter to the Philippians we see another feature of Jesus' humility: it is based on the awareness of His own dignity and on the knowledge of inalienable personal mission. Both are of absolute nature,  what is not surprising thanks to Jesus' heavenly character and arrogance. The humility of Jesus is leaning on the experience of personal freedom without which the entrusted and received task of salvation would be impossible. But this freedom is not given only at the beginning as a kind of default condition which Jesus got rid of at the moment when He accepted the mission. Many times we emphasized that Jesus in his earthly existence was always free. Otherwise He couldn't be a prophet, spontaneously and clearly acknowledged by the people. So the cited parable of humility is quite a cheeky critique of religious situation uttered on Sabbath in the house of "one of the leaders of the  Pharisees" (Luke 14:1). First verse of the 14th chapter continues saying: "... they were watching Him closely". Jesus entered the wolf's lair and here criticized the wolves in sheep's clothing.

Today's word about humility is framed for us with an act of courage... prophetic courage. Personal humility is in actions of the Lord Jesus in a creative form, in prophetic loyalty to the mission. Jesus is obedient Son which accepts and carries out the task of the heavenly Father with all the consequences and in every moment. Such humility is the most problematic because it's not possible to simply take it over. And moreover it's most prophetic, because it is carried by personal courage, freedom and dignity. They emanate from each of Jesus' gestures and actions. But our hunchbacked religious freedom is unable of this performance. It conserves pathological condition of the past and doesn't open the future to the meaning of life nor doesn't develop personal freedom. Therefore humble hunchback is Pharisaic, self-righteous, immoral and profoundly unaesthetic. Jesus' humility of the heart is on the contrary enormously liberating, very attractive and provokes others to follow it. Our Christian humility won't be attractive to the world around us as long as it will be dressed in the broken facial expressions, clasped hands and eyes closed in humble resignation of sheep going to slaughter. On the other hand, our humility will become attractive if it will be the humility which voluntarily adopted a hard prophetic task to tell people the truth and for the truth one must go even to the pillory of the social prestige. I don't want to be crucified by indifferent crowd of people who despise me for my quiet and humble resignation. If crucified, then by the crowd of wildly excited people because of the truth that they didn't like.


This is Jesus' example of humility. He invites us to it in today's word: "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” 

Amen

