Jesus walks before you

Mk 16:1-7, 1Cor 15: 12-19

Jesus died on a cross, he was buried in a new grave and today he is risen. There is something new… Christ’s resurrection. That is the base of faith of old christians and it is a base to our faith as well.

There will be new age and there should be new human as well. Everyone contributes to creating new things and new age. We, who have found ourselves on the Friday’s stations of cross and come out of it cleansed and sure in our faith. We belong to new age as a new people. Man who do not belong to new age does not believe it is worthy to do good.

Lets look into the story of resurrection as it is written in Mark. It will help us, but only if we are not thinking abut it as of some ancient history. But as something that is current for us today. What is modern. What belongs to our time.

When we say “Jesus Christ has risen from dead” it is not information about story that happened.  Just like church isn’t just some building or memorial. We got many of those memorials, statues, pillars across our republic. And people like to weep there, remind the past, rhetoricians of all political, philosophical or religious movements try to play experts, and then they go away with a good feeling they took a part and joined the good thing. But the message that Jesus was risen should rise different feelings, and move us to different actions than just remind us of the resurrection. 

He is alive, he is not amongst the dead we read in the gospel and we should remember that well and with this message come and leave. Just like that women who came with the best intentions and because the etiquette of that time and love for Jesus dictate them to do so. Just after sunrise they came to anoint Jesus’s body, and to weep, they loved him they were with him on his travels across Izrael and they took care of him as Luke says. When they entered empty tomb they were told that everything they planned is unnecessary. That they should not weep there either, and that it is futile to search a living being in a place of dead. Instead they got a task to remember what Jesus told them and to pass this on His disciples.

Evangelist do not tell us the story of empty grave just to announce that Jesus was risen from dead. The thing that turned uncertainity and despair in disciples into faith opening a new future and a new goal wasn’t empty grave. Theological stress on empty grave is bad stress. Thing that angel told them was an invitation to a “date” with alive Jesus.  Invitation to a meeting “on a road”. And the meeting wasn’t brief. Nor it was spiritual seance. This invitation had a clear goal. Jesus filled people with the certainty that his life and his teachings do have a meaning and he didn’t end up bad. Even Isaiah claims that “Your dead will live; Their corpses will rise.” There`s the purpose of resurrection. The purpose in Jesus` life has always been fulfilled - in his thought through end of life in his resurrection. It was his death already that was in accordance with the life and death of the righteous who lived in accordance with the God`s will. And his resurrection was a visible confirmation that Jesus is the right person to rely on and meeting Him led to confidence and faith.

Similarly, if you write write a letter and post it, the receiver hasn’t got it yet but the letter is already on its way. Even if you had announced it through for instance an SMS, he will know the letter is on its way but it will be only when he sees it that it will become clear to him. However without having opened the envelope and reading the letter, he will have no clue whatsoever what he wants to say. It is similar with with Jesus` sacrifice on the cross and with his resurrection, with his life and his teaching. -and the letter begins “The one, who was crucified, he`s alive, he`s not among the dead and he walks before you. 

The words “he walks before you” in the text about resurrection we mostly don’t register. We don’t notice them. The often miss us. We never were thinking about them. But they are of high importance. When you meet someone it is nice to know how he`s been but you will probably be more interested, that he`s been through hell on a cross, in a grave and in hell but if you don`t get to know the place and time to meet him, it`s of no use. You might be wondering at home what horrid things he`s been through and how he`s doing today but that`s it. Whereas a different person who doesn’t focus on the information of “how he`s been” but “how he`s doing now and where he is” he`s much better off than you and he may even meet him.

The message of resurrection according to Mark is so brief, that every word, every single letter makes a difference. There has been nobody who has been more brief than Mark. So what do the words “he walks before you” mean? It means, that the disciples can meet Jesus. Not only the information what has happened but also what is about to happen. But resurrection is not, will not be and should not be just a memory, an information, a wondering point, a teaching, just a hope but also that the disciples can and should set off to a journey to meet Jesus. And so they went. 

What use would a sole information about him being resurrected be? Perhaps to the writing of an innovative screenplay to a sci-fi movie? Or to a warming hope, that death does not have the last word? Or maybe a consolation for us not to be sad? That`s the way Christians think these days. Resurrection as a new beginning, the awakening of spring, new hope, a consolation for the days of pain and dying and diseases and trials. Just life steroids. Christians often settle for believing. But disciples didn’t settle for just that. They didn’t even believe much. Believing women… then! Untrustworthy witnesses. No, the disciples have to get on the way. They have to go where he is now. Even Thomas, one of them had to touch his wounds. So desperately he wanted to be with Him. 

Women entered the grave and a young boy in white clothes told them : ”Tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ ” Risen Jesus has a meaning to us only if we meet him and if he see him as a risen Lord. And then our doing has a great meaning as well, it is not useless,  it is important, practical, alive, because it enhances us and gives us life. We can teach our children, even in this age, that it isn’t necessary to be always first and best, that it is worthy to do even things that might seem impractical to others. And not because of the teaching about resurrection but because of the teaching about meeting Jesus. 

Don’t revive old values and old people, but follow those values that are alive. But never look for them amongst dead values. Angel asked the women why they are looking for one who is alive among dead people. Neither we should look for life in what happened in past. History might be the teacher of life, but it is not life. Life is that we actually meet the risen one. Where? He walks in front of you. That does not mean he came to us to reminisce with us about how cool it was while He was on this earth. He comes to us so that we may go with Him. Following Jesus is not about imitating what He lived through with His disciples. It is about going where He goes.

He went to Galilee a women were supposed to tell the disciples to go there too. We know from Lucas that Jesus met them too behind a closed door, but today we read Mark, the gospel that was written first. And here is said that disciples went on the road to meet him. 

And notice that He isn’t standing on this road waiting for them. Jesus is walking on it. He is walking to Galilee. Disciples should catch Him. They should go after Him. They should meet Him during the walk. Everything is in motion. Not still, historical, ancient, fossil. He is on a way. He goes first and we should follow Him. Not sadly, but with joy and faith. He wants us to remember what He said, but he does not want us to do only that. Who hears His word and believes him who sent Him, has a life and has  passed from death to life.

Amen

