And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.

Mathew 10/7 KJV
We tossed a Bible extract for this year and we have pulled out an extract that starts with following words: “go and preach”.  The Czech word “preach” is very similar to the word “break”. So  there is only a small difference between good and evil for us – for people.However in a spiritual world  itis a huge difference!  In the past people so many times perpetrated  evil in the name of God. So be careful with words: Go and PREACH.

This New 2013 Year verse for our church is in Mathewin the Bible. It is among larger number of Jesus´ commands. It is expressed when Lord Jesus sends His Twelve Disciples to the world to get training. If we read the other commands we can hardly relate them to ourselves. That is the reason why hardly anyone do not use this passage as an accompanying word to the mission. Hardly anyone relates it to himself. We do not say: “Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils:freely ye have received, freely give.” (Mt 10/8,KJV) Even in ultra-Pentecostal churches people do not use such exclamations very much.

Let´s read the whole context: Mathew 10/1-46

However we pulled out verse 7 separately from other verses. No, we really cannot relate Jesus´ exclamations in other verses to ourselves. Those were appointed for  His “the Twelve” that had lately, in the first church, a special status. People called them apostles. Even they substituted that magic Twelve after Judas´ hanging and they did it by drawing a lots. We read about them that they did exceptional marvels and miracles.

I do not think that the Lord wants to speak to our  church in this year through the whole passage but only through one verse,  that extractedverse 7: go and preach: the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.  The rest of it brings us the mood how we should bring the message to other people. The next verse: “Heal the sick, cleansethe lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give” and following verses: “And into whatsoever city or town ye shall enter, enquire who in it is worthy: and there abide till ye go thence. And when ye come into an house, salute it. And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it”put  the message which we have to claim into a very joyful and amiable atmosphere. This atmosphere is  similar to a such one which arises when a patient recovers or an addicted person gets free.

You should not preach about coming of the Kingdom of Heaven with a gloomy face,  revenge in your eyes and with a threatening tone of the Last Judgement´s angel. We should say it in a joyful context. Do not stand at the Oncologic clinic entry and do not say gravely ill people that the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand!Yes, one woman did it this way!We have to frame up our testimony of coming of God´s Kingdom into very good and joyful moments in people´ s lives. For example at weddings, or when they get well or win some struggle, or when they literally   rise from the dead, when they are set free from demonic addictions. When they rejoice and celebrate,  we have to add another reason for joy. With a joyful face, peaceful tone and eyes full of tenderness to tell about wonderful God´s Kingdom which is at hand. In the first place it was preached to poor, cracked,smoldering, declineth, ill and aching people. The Kingdom coming with deep humility and big love does not extinguish a smoldering wick and does not break a cracked cane. The Kingdom of peace. The Kingdom which has been searching what had perished. It literally raises the dead to a new interest in everyday life and things around him. It gets freedom to computers, habits alcohol addicted. It offers happiness to tormented and gives a beverage strength to weak. No tablets, no drugs, no money, no power neither glory, but the God´s love which has come among us in Son of God. It was born for ordinary people in their paths, in a small town called Bethlehem. It had a form of one of us, of Jesus the man, has taken at each all the evil of the world. It nailed itself on a cross and it wants we not to improve ourselves, but we to be full of joy because of it. We have to take the God´s offer through the vision of faith and be joyful. It is the Love not for healthy but for ill, not for righteous but for guilty. The Love wants we to have eternal life, the life in abundance of heaven gifts. It sacrificed itself like a sacrifice for sin, for us not to bring the sacrifices for sin but to bring new type sacrifices how it is written in the last chapter of Hebrews:“By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.” (Heb 13/15,16) And thus the Twelve Disciples mission into which the Lord Jesus sends us and in which there is a challenge for us in verse 7  is a mission of joy, a mission of a good news (a gospel in Greek), a mission confirmed by good deeds.

And what about us? What should we do if  probably will not be able to  heal and arise dead? We can be good in something else. It is the mood of the mission, the spirit of the mission, the message of joy. The mission  hasto be framed into them! What we can frame it in? We can donate money, we can give our time, we can express our compassion, we can give a nice word. It is very precious nowadays.  It is not necessary to heal.  We have huge building complexes with modern  devices for healing the body however we miss something. What is it? Whatdo  people miss? It is a regular human access.It desperately lacks. Here I am, I am knocking on the door, I am bringing a message of peace to you….

It almost seems that it is guaranteed in advance that everybody welcome the message. However it has never been so. The Jesus´ Twelve  were not accepted everywhere even if they healed and announced a good news. Why was it so? We do not know. Jesus does not mention the reasons. But people have different reasons to blow you from the door. Mistrust, suspicion.Bed experience with former doorstep dealers.Privacy protection etc. It is not easy for annunciatorsof a gospel.

 That´s why we have to be cautious like snakes and innocent like a dove. The both are necessary. One without the second is wrongly. Circumspection without real artlessness is insincere and does not reach a human heart.  In the same way the artlessness without the circumspection  is naively just a simpleton and the human heart denies it. It sometimes comes to a court. Lord Jesus points it out. However the great BUT is over that all: “…take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you.” (Mt10/19b,20) After all  it is not our concern if the gospel pierces, if a seed of God´s Word fastens in soil, if it germinates, arises, if weeds do not smother it. A sower can sleep calmly at night because the Heavenly Father gives showers and growth. The Kingdom  of Heaven itself ( which message we have to spread) has a source of enormous power. It is like a grain of mustard or yeast. You give only a little and it multiplies its volume. A small investment at the beginning and a great result in the end. Who gives the growth? It is our Heavenly Father.

The Kingdom of Heaven is like a network. Like a fishnet. It catches everything. Anything special for somebody and a precious treasure hidden in a field for the others. That is why  go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Do not care about it . It is not up to us if it grows or not. But announcing the coming of the Kingdom is up to us. It is up to us with a deep inner joy, tenderness and love supported with good deeds, sacrifice of praise and thankfulness.  Let our lips worship His name. The name of  who has brought the Kingdom of Heaven to us. He is Jesus! He can do everything! He IS Jesus….Liberator, Protector, Redeemer, Saviour! My Lord and my God! My older Brother.My everything. These are the new horizons  which we have to come out to   behind the walls of a dank town of ritualism and ceremonies. As a consequence  it naturally springs our generosity and charity. It is a kind of a new sacrifice we have to bring to God. Particularly it is a joy shining from our faces. Then we praise the Lord because we are happy in our hearts because we know Christ personally.  It is the name of Christ that our lips constantly pronounce because of the reason that HE IS JESUS! And it means much. Very much. 
