JACOB`S  BEDSTRAW WITH HIS DAUGTER AND HER BROTHERS
Gn 34

Today we have implored blessings for three children. Today we have read a biblical story about three adult children – what they did when they were young. Probably you don` t wish to have such scoundrels. However there are always bedstraws with children. You never know if your educational efforts will be successful or not. 

Jacob had a bedstraw with his daughter. Her name was Dinah and one day she longed to watch  and experience her neighbor`s way of life. Jacob`s family as right Nomads travel a lot  and one day he stopped near the city of Shechem. It was the town which lately belonged to the Levites – guardians of purity .  Maybe it was not a coincidence  that an event fallen upon Jacob happened just right there.

Jacob had a beautiful daughter called Dinah.  Dinah means judged. Maybe because  it will be shown on her what conditions rule in the country. And that the verdict will be risen on that place. Who was guilty and who innocent in the story? How to arbitrate it? Where is the justice?

Dinah  came out to see how pagans were living. The text itself indicates that Dinah made a mistake at the beginning. Her curiosity was not just a mere curiosity. In her action there was a desire TO BE LIKE THEY.    So she came out to watch them  and  Shechem saw her. What  conditions ruled in the country would be shown upon him.  What was  current  and ordinary on pagans and how they distinguish from Israelis.  
The story does not criticize pagans serve different gods. We can see there how people there behave to the others, how they gain property, how they deal with women. All these is shown in today`s story called Dinah and Shechem.

The local way of life is demonstrated with profiting, plundering, recklessness and selfishness. A local rich young man, a son of Hamor the prince, thought he could have done everything. We always get to  know the state of the society with how it is handled the weakest. That was the reason  why Jacob took a different path from Esau – Jacob followed  walking of children and weak.    That`s why he walked slowly. So the major value of Jacob`s family was not rapacity, velocity but compassion for the weak.
But how  is it in that country of Hivites? If it goes for a beautiful, weak girl it shows clearly what behavior is the priority in a country.  As soon as Shechem saw Dinah, he ran to her, toppled her, raped and debased her.  What did he think? “What is a nice woman on the world for? Why, for happiness!” Such conditions ruled among those  people.
But it got difficult to him. Shechem  fell in love with Dinah. We do not know what she thought. He noticed her after he had debased her. He saw that that “thing” for pleasure had a soul, too. And he wanted to marry her.
It was a bit embarrassing to come to Dinah`s father and told him that he had  raped her – and then fell in love with her. That`s why he asked his father, the  prince, who might have solved such a situation. Maybe it was not for the first time. Hamor, the prince, father of Shechem came out to Jacob to solve the situation. Jacob was so hit with this situation that he was silent. He was not able to say anything to what had happened. Maybe because he had seen a lot in his life, maybe because he afouled   a  lot  and he could see violence which probably would have been followed.
Hamor means a donkey. He does not act very brightly when he is steadfastly silent about his son`s guilt. Hamor just repeats that it is super in their country again and again and that Israelis would do their best if they melt among his people. It would not be any differences and they would be one family. And that  rights of weak are not obeyed? Who would be interested in it – it is normal today. If a society wants to reach something it should not respect the weak.  And strong will have good time, you all are strong, aren`t you?  
And there is a stratagem in Hamor acting, too, because Hamor reckons with the fact they will gain all the property from Israelis  and it is the most important, isn`t it? (v.23)  
So Hamor offers a new life to Jacob and his family. The principle of the offer is  knowing that to live means to settle down, trade and own. And to enjoy the property. Jacob is silent. His sons are speaking. They know that such manners are inadmissible at their home.
And here we are at the core of today`s text. Is a Christian allowed to be absorbed with the outside world? Or should he resist it  - or overwhelm it? Yes – even today the church cannot let absorb with the order of the outside world. But  how to deal with it? Should the church serve the world or  triumph over it by force? Dinah`s  brothers are thinking loudly about what has happened: “He dishonored Israel and it is not good.”
Brothers assessed the situation clearly: the life of Hivites  is against the will of God, they are evil people. What is current at them is at us – believers – severe offence. And those people have raped our sister and moreover they are setting a trap for us? Do they want to assimilate us? A holy anger grabs Jacob`s sons, they take the judgment of God into their hands (like once Jacob did it cunningly with his brother to take his blessing). They do not ask neither the Lord God nor  his father Jacob for their opinion. It is clear, why would they ask? On the contrary, they take what is holy – a circumcision – a symbol of holiness of people belonging to the Lord God. They use the circumcision for their own ruse, for invoking a judgment. It is similar to Christians who put cross in front of the army and go to  kill pagans on behalf of their values. It is similar to us when on behalf  of Jesus we debase those who do not agree with us. A carousel of blame and violence starts spinning and cannot  stop. All the men of that city were in pain and on the third day -  when the sun should have risen. On the third day when the solution usually     turns out – when God acts (on the third day Jesus rose from the death). On the third day Dinah`s brothers Simeon and Levi invaded to execute the  judgment on that city. Carnage and shame is from it. Another blame , another turn of violence. At the end Jacob speaks and it is not thanks for the revenge. At the end of his life, when Jacob speaks to his sons and tells them what he considers important, he reminds Simeon and Levi this situation. He says: “Simeon and Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are in their habitations. O my soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honour, be not thou united: for in their anger they slew a man, and in their selfwill they digged down a wall. Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel: I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel. “
What lesson is for us from the story? Is the situation a picture of our life? Shechem was cruel and regardless to Dinah, however Levi and Simeon were cruel and regardless while executing the judgment, too.  Shechem was blind when he did not see a woman in Dinah but a thing which can be abused. Simeon and Levi were blind, too, when they succumbed to injustice and saw just what they wanted.   So they took the judgment into their hands. Never mind that Shechem who had offended, fell in love with Dinah later. The story wants to tell us that a man who wants to revenge just see violence but not extenuating circumstances. An avenger forgets. He forgot that Dinah was not innocent completely. At the beginning she came out to inspire of pagans` life.  The story reminds us that we are not better than the others and our religion is not better – it is just an illusion. When we start doing violence to the others we are like the others and our holy words are just holy words. At the end finally a cold-blooded acquisitiveness appears instead justice. Jacob`s sons “spoiled the city, they took their sheep, and their oxen, and their asses, and that which was in the city, and that which was in the field. It turned out that finally Jacob`s sons acted equally as their enemies (who should have acted badly – pagans usually act badly). At the end it showed that it was all about the property. Equally as in the case of Hivites.”
So what is the picture about? To tell us that we are the same as the world around us? And that it does not matter what we trust in because at the end we are all the same, we scrabble  and prey. No. But we should look for a germ of evil in ourselves. The Old Testament story three and half thousand years old puts an unpleasant question to us: “Isn`t there a mistake at our side somewhere at the beginning? Don`t we elevate upon those who are as pagans for us?  Doesn`t it go particularly  for the property in our case?” When we meet expressions of human acting or even religion which are not convenient to us, don`t we tent to the same expression of revenge like Jacob`s sons? Is it legitimate? Whenever some unfairness appears  don`t we tent to a revenge, some quick and easy solution? And isn`t  it in our case  similar to  a Simeon-Levi`s abuse of religion for very secular purposes?

There was one more reason why Jacob moaned: “You have caused that all the inhabitants do not like us”.  We will loathe them. Literally “we will sink them”. Isn`t it equal with today`s church? Abraham`s grandson Jacob does not forget the most intrinsic mission given him by the Lord God: they should be a blessing for the others and show them the way to  God. Do we have to serve to the world or overcome it  with power triumphantly? This is the basic problem to solve. And now instead the blessing they arouse resentment. Is this  the way how to carry out the task “be the light of the world”? Jacob is asking. We should ask, too. Paul the apostle wrote Romans (2/24): ”For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you”. It was so important for Jacob that he was thinking about it even on his deathbed: “Curse be their anger and their wrath. Oh, my soul, come not thou into their secret, unto their assembly, mine honour, be not thou united” Gn 49/6,7. A curse is not only killing, murdering, destroying and zealotry but  also anger and desire for revenge. This was the last what Jacob could  say to his sons and descendants. This is the same what resounds us from Jesus` acting and preaching. Be on guard against idolatry and paganism, but the paganism has already been in your heart. That`s the reason why you cannot declare holy wars. Beloved, don`t want to revenge yourself, but leave the place for God`s judgment as it is written: “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord.”
Finally the Lord God gets the word. Jacob will not experience it but the Lord God will give new future and a new direction to his children: He will appointed  the Shechem city (lately called Sichem) as the city-haven. It was the place where everybody who had commited a crime or had been acused of a crime could resort . He had been protected there and could have stayed there until his matter was investigated.   And it was just Levi generation whom this protection was entrusted to.
Lord,   please, may we are not outrage, may we are not repugnant for the world. May we serve to the world as You served. May we show mercy to the others. Amen.
