JACOB AND ESAU – THEY HAVE FORGIVEN
Gn 33/ 1-17

Last time we finished with a story where Jacob was fighting with somebody unknown. Maybe it was himself who fought with. Maybe Esau. Maybe an angel of God. Anyway the fight is a landmark between an old Jacob and a new Jacob. There near the Jabok creek Jacob was given with  a new name.
I would like to get a new name, too. Not to be a famous trickster and get the name “The Lord God fights“ . Like that who is looking for the Kingdom of God on the first place and who cares particularly about faith, love and  hope. Who always wants to know the faith of God and follow it.

Jacob fought against himself because one of his part was afraid to admit that he was snaky and maybe he had to win the match to profess “Yes , I am that who cheated.”

That unknown asked his name and it remembered him his bad memory   of his own failure. Jacob deceived Isaac his father and his brother Esau, too.  He had to confess before him and God that it was himself who  had made a mistake and hurt another man.
That unknown fighter even had certain features  of Esau. Maybe he wanted to revenge. Maybe that unknown had some features of the Lord God. God of Jacob `s father Isaac and grandfather Abraham. God who has been still  asking on your brother. “How is your brother?” Once he asked Cain: where is your brother Abel? Where is your brother? Are you going well with your brother? Jacob fought and did not know with whom and nearly it cost him life. But he managed not to lie in this hard fight of his life.
Since then he had limped, worn a permanent remembrance of the fight of his soul on his body. But he had passed. He managed to face his past and profess he had made a mistake. 

However we  do not often do it.  We modify the past according to our wish or we make it better – we make better a picture about ourselves to make our life easier. We do thick lines after the past not to remember what is not comfortable for us.

But not so in the Bible. There are not any thick lines. Jacob professes that he is a liar even many years after his fraud.  Now he comes back after twenty years of his sin and the Unknown asks him again on his name. What is your name? What are you? Time has not healed deep wounds and scars caused with his sins. “I am Jacob.” That snaky Jacob.

Paul the apostle neither after years of his missionary service does not hesitate to profess that it  was he who persecuted Christians. A sin is not that what we have to forget but it is something what we have to profess. Consciousness of guilt  and  forgiveness can give an amazing gift to us. The gift of mercy to the others -  similar sinners.  Consciousness of linkage of forgiveness of own guilt with forgiveness of one´s brother, i.e. another man, reminds us a prayer of the Lord, too: “forgive us debts as we forgive our debtors”.
Jacob says aloud: yes, I am that who deceived his father and his brother.  I do not lie myself. Even after many years I do not want to do it. I do not want to pay for false witnesses to testify that it was not me who deceived his father and his brother. And after he had professed from his guilt peace entered his heart, such peace which he had never experienced before. The sun rose upon him as it is written in the Bible literally. It started to dawn upon him that fear and desperation have not got the last word. That nothing can separate him from the love of God. 
Jacob did not do a thick line after the past and he succeeded in his fight. As limping he comes out on another journey, now before the whole family. Remember, yesterday he hid at the end of his huge caravan of  people and animals to have a bigger chance to survive. But today he is walking as the first to prevent the first attack of his brother Esau and his army: “Perhaps my brother Esau will accept my face mercifully, perhaps I will cover his angry face with a gift, then I want to see his face, perhaps he will accept me mercifully.”
Yes, Esau accepts Jacob and does not want to kill him. Jacob Esau calls master and Esau brother. After many endless years Esau says the word which has been taboo, which  has been an evidence of his destroyed relationship. “You are my brother.” And we can hear the words of the prayer of the Lord again: “Forgive us as  we forgive  our debtors.”
Jacob asks Esau to receive his gift. Receive this gift because I have seen your merciful face and it is like to see the God`s merciful face. Yes, to see a face of somebody who has forgiven us is like to see the face of God. We can realize it when we fight with ourselves for coming out to a person who has hurt us and to forgive him. Esau receives the gift from Jacob and confirms him that he will not put his hand on Jacob anymore. Some interpreters say that when somebody in Israel receives a gift from a hand of another man it is like to receive a blessing from him.  And it is like Jacob would give him back the blessing which he has stolen him once.

And what happened then? Forgiveness corrected relationship between two brothers but did not lead to connection of their families. Like once Abraham broke with Lot now   Jacob-Israel breaks with Esau. At the beginning at their birth it is said that Jacob and Esau are like two nations: Israel and Edom. The story is a parable about Israel like a nation. And that goes alongside Edom and other nations on his own path. Esau`s home is in fields of Edom and the Seir mountains where soil is red. His name is deduced from it. Jacob has to stay trusty to his mission  to follow the Lord God, he leaves for Succoth to serve God of his grandfather   Abraham  and his father Isaac. And so he indicates Esau that he will not go with him. Esau understands it and lets his brother go.
What is the difference between a life journey of Jacob and Esau? Esau goes on making his living in the wild land of Seir as a hunter, Jacob lives in Succoth as a shepherd. Jacob follows steps of his children not his desire to hunt.  His shelter is made of leaves – it means the word Succoth.  Israel reminds the shelter which lasts just several days in this September week.  It is the  Feast of Tabernacles. It is Succoth. An opened house where everybody is allowed to enter, not a house  with barbed wire fence and an armed guard. Succoth is a type of a house not burdened by adhering – neither to property   nor to  a homeland.
And so we can hear the voice of God in such  a special way of dwelling. We do not have to take roots into this land but we have to watch for the right land and wander there. Otherwise we risk to worship this land like e. g.  nation, race or style are worshipped. Then a man is close to bloodshed. God reminds a man he is here on the earth like a guest and a pilgrim to a promised land. Jews have also built shelters, tents, succoths  this week. They decorated them with palm leaves and they eat or even slept there. They did it to remember their wandering through a desert into their father`s land. To remember that they should be just guests and be hospitable to their guests. Children  enjoyed it a lot. The whole family met in a shelter. They talked and laughed. Staying in a tent is a cheerful event where even children are involved. They can decorate the shelter with their  pictures and different paper decorations   with fruit, they sing together, eat something, play games, talk and welcome spiritual visitors – each of seven days  one of patriarchs come among them: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Aaron, Joseph  and David, the king.

Thus   Jacob left to Succoth. He has to be on his journey for the others. We have to watch for the promised land as the finish of all our journeys. It will be a nice horizon before us. Maybe Jesus understood this advice fully when he told us about the Kingdom of  God. We will never own the Kingdom of God however we can experience it in a fellowship among brothers and sisters. Amen.
