Gen 32                                                                            JACOB BEFORE ESAU
We skip several verses describing inconvenience connected with Jacob`s leaving from his father Laban.  Whatsoever it was neither easy nor nice. Fight of life and death threatened several times. The breakup of hate threatened. It threatened that they robbed each other. Finally Jacob left Laban with everything he had. Finally he left in good. It was a miracle. Laban did not behave well to him, he did not want to let him leave because he profited on him. Like you work for your uncle`s firm and your uncle`s profit is higher than yours. Jacob could have wanted to avenge his uncle.  But he did not do it. Finally they forgave each other. Both conciliated under the  influence of a dream Laban had had.  Laban kissed both his daughters and grandchildren for goodbye and let them go in peace. It was really a miracle! Mercenary thief Laban and   power hungry crook Jacob! He split up in good. Miracles happen. Thank God!

Where did Jacob go? He could start wherever, he had enough property. He did  not have to come back to his homeland where his brother Esau waited for him and wanted to kill him.  Fortunately, Jacob has been already changing. He does not think according what is the most advantageous or easiest for him. Jacob started to listen to the voice of God and act according to it from time to time. He does not only say – I believe in God – that He exists, but he also follows His voice, too. And so he goes to his father he had defrauded  and to his brother he did not reconcile with twenty years ago. He listens to the voice of God following him on a dangerous and unpopular road. That voice is the voice leading to  behavior (or existing) which are listed as the fruit of the Holy Spirit by Paul the apostle.   
So we can say that Jacob was led by the Holy Spirit. There were times when Jacob listened just to himself. He lived as if he was a god himself or as if everything what he was doing was work of the Lord... Fortunately it has not been so yet. He has put his fantasy about his almighty away. It is not easy at all and not many people succeed in it.  That`s why people pushed each other, defraud, cheat and hate each other. Behind all this there is a desire to manipulate with others and faith in own arrogance. Jacob decided to ask his brother and father for forgiveness. Such an act is a deed of faith. The Lord God and the Holy Spirit lead him to it.
To carry out the act he has to come back. Once when he was leaving his homeland he saw heaven opened and a rescue ladder hanging from heaven to the earth. Now at the entry to this land angels have been waiting for him again. Literally he collids with them. Why? What entry is it? Welcoming the prodigal son? Years before he was on the run and very weak. He   is much stronger now. He may hear his acts `criticism from the angels of God. He was spared with it last time...  Maybe the God`s encampment has to remind him he is before uneasy fight. Anyway, Jacob has to deal with old sins. They push onto him much stronger. Will he resist the pressure?

Turning points when it is necessary to make decisions sometimes come to human lives. Something inside a man matures for a long time and suddenly it must go out, it has to be expressed. After some years it adopts a form. Jacob is rich, he has a family, he succeeded in his life but he has not received that substantial. Jesus meant just it when he said: ”For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul?“ Mk 8/36. Jacob has gained much but he has a problem with the fulfillment of life, with his soul. That`s why he goes to his homeland. To find himself, to fight with himself  or with a person that he should be. Only when a man let to lead himself by the Holy Spirit, then his humanity, his internal mission of the creation of God is fulfilled. Jacob goes to lead the battle for the fulfillment of his life. The battle, the fight for gaining his life,  his soul.

The situation from Jacob`s point of view is desperate.  He goes towards death. The question is what is better: to try to conciliate even if the chance to succeed is small   or not to risk and rather not to return? Obviously according to the Bible  we have to carry it out. It is the point of the fight. Jacob understands the voice of God like this. It is better to put own life - to loose one`s life (to which we cling) to gain that eternal – fulfilled life. At that point Jacob acts according to Jesus Christ` advice. 

He posts a man to Esau desperately to give   him a message that he is coming as a Penitent. But he is not given by any answer. Messengers just tell to him Esau has just set off. With an army! Jacob in desperation divides his group into two parts, he cannot do anything more – then he can just pray. And Jacob prays desperately. ”Please, God of Abraham and Isaac, could you be my God, too? Thank you for my life. I am worry about it. I am afraid that Esau will kill me. After all, once You have promised me to multiply my descendants. How should I understand it? Is that still truth? You has given me as much as I have never expected. Everything I have I assume to be from a gift from You. Please, help!” Jacob prays desperately, it is a sincere prayer. He does not delude anything to the Lord God. He does not only wait what happens but he prepares a big present for Esau. It means that the prayer is accompanied by an activity again. Jacob devise  a special strategy. Now he can use his guile in a clear way. His relatives have been wise guys. His mother Rebecca, her brother Laban. He just inherited it. It is in his genes. What to do? We can use negative characteristics for good things. Even guile can be put by reins and used according to the will of God. Jacob prepares a gift for Esau. He divides it into several parts. Because of it Esau can think that the gift is still bigger and bigger. Single parts of the gift can gradually break Esau’s anger. Jacob who previously thought that he would be the first of all is going the last now. Just at the back as a penitent or a pansy boy. But it does not exclude each other.
A rabbinic commentary adds: 1) He prepared himself and his people for the fight for life, 2) he put himself into the mercy of God in his prayer and 3) He sent generous gifts to Esau to alleviate his anger. That time he hoped in God`s help and  simultaneously he did everything that a man was able to do. Allegedly even the most righteous man does not have to rely on some intervention of God through His miracle but he has to prepare reasonably. In other words: “Why to fight with a weaker rival immediately? Do they mind chemical weapons? So let`s give them to them all. Once they delivered them to us so they recognize them now! Maybe it happens and we avoid a war with the USA.” Hmm… Clever!
Jacob thinks about Esau`s face. It is the top of today`s story. Verse. 20. To say something to oneself – it is one thing. But to speak to someone else face to face, to stand before him, it is something totally different. We cannot run away before the face of another man. To look at someone`s face and relate acts to him…. It is like to see the face of God. Jacob literally says: ”I will appease him with the present that goeth before me, and afterward I will see his face; peradventure he will accept of me.”
Crucial things in human life take place before a face of another man.  When we are looking at someone`s eyes.  Jacob is going to bed and thinking about the face of Esau.  But he suddenly got up, he and his family went over a brook, and somebody fought with him there. He falls asleep and carries a special fight but we do not know with whom. Who is hidden behind that face? Jacob himself, Esau, maybe a messenger from God. The Bible covers the deepest and the most important moments with secrecy – like the fight of Jesus on the cross – and even that which followed -  in a dark tomb. A man does not have to know it in details. Because “It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out a matter.” Proverbs 25/2. Even here we do not know anything more about the key moment in Jacob`s life. The fight leads Jacob into the deepest gist his own being. “Who am I in fact? Am I Jacob – snaky? Wily?  Crafty? A weasel who always win over the others? Am I still that who endanger another with his greed for power? Or am I that who has known the Lord God and has been acting according His word? That who is ready to admit that love for another is more important than love for himself? ”
“Who are you in fact?” An unknown asks. Biblical commentaries of the fight near the creek Jabok concentrate on question which Jacob puts the Unknown: “Who are you?” But that first question on identity is not put by Jacob to the Unknown but  it is put by the Unknown to Jacob. “What is your name?” And Jacob`s answer is – I am Jacob. I am Snaky. I am that who defrauded his brother and his father. The answer is a confession, too. He is not still crafty. Once  his blind father put him a question – “what is your name?” And he said: “Esau.” but now it is different. Now he is not snaky, is not lying but profess: ”I am Jacob. That Snaky.” At that moment a day was coming and began to dawn. And he could hear: ”You has succeeded. Your name will not be Snaky anymore, but Israel because you fought with God and people and you succeeded.”   Jacob – Israel believed that the Lord God Himself acted with him. And he gave a name to that place and the name was Peniel  because he could see the face of the Lord.
The fight of Jacob – Israel changed him  and  marked him down forever, too. He was injured on his hip and everybody could see his injury. That reminded him his fight.  The whole Israel remembered it. Israel still relate to that experience. To believe means to profess that I do not belong to myself but to the Lord God - that I do not insist on my benefit but that I want good for the Lord God. To believe means to trust God that He accepts even that who “limps” in his life. To believe means to accept the fact that we do not have to perform  professional faith before the Lord God and people but just simply understanding that the first will be the last and the last will be the first.

I wish we had confidence in the word of the Lord Jesus Christ that who wants to ensure his life that will lose it. But who gives himself to His Father in heaven totally and completely that will find his life. Let the Holy Spirit leads us to this humbleness and confidence. Amen. 
