JACOB AND THE MAGIC

Gn 30/1-24

From the past:  Jacob lives with two wives. One was jealous of the other like once Sara had been jealous of Hagar. Rachel blackmails Jacob with suicide: “Give me sons, or else I die.” and he said : ” Am I in God's stead, who hath withheld from thee the fruit of the womb?”  It occurs him that he really is not God. And he cannot do anything. He cannot do a miracle for Rachel to have got children.

Preaching: A strange fight for children follows. The first  wife , then the second one and that one  nothing, so she sends her handmaid. And again the first wife sends her handmaid, too, then precious finding of mandrakes, both women trade with them between each other, the first wife buys a night with her husband who primarily devote his time and love to the first one. Seemed to intrigue has never end! When I read this story repeatedly I almost thought: 
THANK GOD I DO NOT HAVE MORE WIVES:]

And Jacob again behaves  as he gave up believing God  when faith does not work according his expectations. In fact, Jacob is not God.  A bit resignedly he watches the fight of  both his wives Lea and Rachel who fight together with the help of their handmaids Bilhah and Zilpah. At that time a child of a handmaid that her mistress gave into her husband`s bed, belonged her mistress and was a legal and equal child in a family.

What give evidence  this story? About rivalry, about fight for the favor, influence, better status in the family, respect, better feeling from a larger number of sons.  Resignation  and quandary and frauds and subterfuges and  strange profiteering with favor of the other and insults and pain and hopelessness…. That all belongs to the family of faithful Jacob. And while all the holy and unholy children are still  born. And every child is given by its name and the name is the profession of what its mother is going through. We can say that each of sons of Israel  tribes which was lately named according twelve Jacob`s  sons bore the fight of his mother which she had  experienced in the period before her pregnancy  in its name .

Jacob lets it be. He calmly agrees with the night which his wife has bought from that the second for mandrakes.  He clamps to the magic of those strange apples. And if God did not enter the situation who knows how it all turned out. How did God enter the situation? Lea was pregnant again. But not because of mandrakes but because of God`s mercy. Finally Rachel got pregnant. And again not because of those mandrakes but because of God`s mercy.  Lea was not intoxicated by them.  She sold them that the second for the night with her husband. We can imagine why Rachel needed them. She still couldn` t get pregnant. A lot of children had been still everywhere around her.    Lea was pregnant for the fifth time, both handmaids were after their parturitions and Rachel still nothing. What a family( … Should we be ashamed because of Jacob?
Someone may think what apples mandrakes are. Now shortly:

Mandrake medical, particularly its roots and seeds  act as a strong sedative, hypnotic and hallucinogen. In lower doses it  induces trance and living dreams during several hours. The original Hebrew word is a kind of aubergine plants. In the Czech Republic a well-known  belladonna belongs into the same category.  Mandrake`s yellowish berries ripen during the wheaten harvest (in ancient Palestine  at the end of April and in May). They have even 1.5cm in average. Its root is fleshy. Large bucks without stem joints set it off so  somehow it resembles a human figure. According to the Song of Solomon they give a strong smell. For its psychoactive effects e.g. delirogen and a special root form was used in sorcery and magic. A mandrake was in ancient Palestine and Egypt considered as a plant of love.  It is mention in the Bible in Genesis and in the Song of Solomon as an ”apple of love”. Greeks considered it an aphrodisiac. Medical effects have been already mentioned in Egypt Eber papyrus (aprox. 1550 BC).

The motive of the story leads us to know that God saves a man. And that the man cannot draw himself from a pond however he needs a helpful hand which is on a different place but not in that pond. The power of God has been shown just on disability of a believer. That`s why (because of all the disability of the whole Jacob`s family, i.e. the family of the founder of Israel)  can Jacob get to know that: ”28And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:29That no flesh should glory in his presence.30But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousnes sanctification, and redemption:31That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.“ (1 Corinthians 1/28/31)

Isn`t it depressive to read this part about  human failure on Sunday? On the day of joy? On the day when the Son of God  rose from the dead to revive what had been perished? Shouldn`t we rather remember what we have reached, what we have been succeeded in? And instead it we read about so deplorable foundation of Israel. First Christian churches were not much better – thank Paul the apostle we have a sufficient testimony about quarrels and intrigues among  Christ`s first followers. The apostle says:  so it happens “because anyone could praise himself before God….” If there is something it is just thank God.

We people are  infertile like all the women – founders of Israel (Sara, Rebecca, Rachel) and we cannot change it. Neither with intrigues nor with the magic. God shows His power just on our weakness. Yes, we founder, too. We argue - in a church, in our families, among friends, at work. Yes, we are also able to cheat when it is advantageous for us, we are able to be annoying or honeyed according how advantageous or disadvantageous situation  we are in.  And that`s why: thank God that we do not read about how Jacob and Rachel managed everything like superheroes. Different founders of nations and empires were just positive heroes. People little by little forget  wrong characters of kings and emperors.  We celebrate heroes. In fact, it is a miracle that we can read about such  founders of the elected nation in the Bible. It is a miracle which helps us to understand our situation and our losses. We can get to know in that story that we are not alone and that God takes us and wait for us, for our hands to raise up to Him. Yes, there is a lot similar with Jacob the forefather. We are not gods, too and that`s why we can profess with thankfulness (not with desperation) in our hearts: I am not God. We have not got anything to praise ourselves. We do not have anything to praise ourselves. The only  what or who we can praise is: Christ -  i.e. God.    

Let`s go back to the story: gradually it reveals that uncle Laban outperformed Jacob`s guile. And, in fact,  it even happens a miracle Jacob does not have bitterness in his heart against the world, against God after so many disappointments . He does not say: God is bad, he let me alone in it. He does not say: I let it be – the world is just never-ending fight for power.  He does not say: why should do good when wily win. Maybe we suddenly remember a psalm: “Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass.” Jacob  was able to pray and thank lately – we will read it lately. It sounds: “ I am not worthy of the least  of all your loving kindnesses shown me again and again just as you promised me. For when I left home I owned nothing except a walking stick! And now I am two armies!” (Gen 32/10)
Only when Jacob has ten children from three woman (i.e. from his first wife and two handmaids) his loving wife Rachel becomes a mother. She should have been the first but she was the last.  The first is the last but God takes her and she gets pregnant, too. But the last of all! God allows Rachel has finally got a son. Without using the magic, without plots, without mandrakes. Just to show that a man cannot influence basic things. Jacob`s family is like a pack of wild cats. It is a miracle that that family keep together. It is a miracle that a family -  a church keeps together.  It is just because of thanks.

God  entered the God people`s failures to offer the God`s love where the it has been lack of it. Salvation had happened like by itself  and the people of God were  sequentially finding the way to the promised land. God led his people with His strong hand and raised arm  - even over many frauds, mistakes and grumbling. At the end He sent His son to express the God`s love fully in the middle of human anger and hatred. When Jacobs prays finally: “ I am not worthy of the least  of all your loving kindnesses “ Genesis 32/10  it is the deep truth which raises up from the deepness of his heart and his past. It is not a religious  pose of superficially believing Christian… maybe it is even our prayer which is directed to God and to Christ. After all, all the human failure, anger, gilts and  hatred – at the end God has brought up on the cross. He has taken our gilts and has put  on Himself because we would not be able to pull out of it. He has been proving since primordial that rescue and salvation are in His hand.

A man can feel and deem himself as a debtor who was forgiven. We stand here – with all our falls and doubts. Like Jacob. We needn`t become bitter and fall into hopelessness. We have somebody to confide in, we have somebody to thank   that he preserve our lives that keeps us together like a united family of brothers and sisters, children of the only loving God. Thank God. Thank you that we neednd`t pull up ourselves with our own hands.  Amen.

